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Bashir, rebels agree to start talks 

N ^ ROB J CAP) — Sudan's military leader and the heads of two rival 
rewi factions have opened peace talks in separate meetings with a 
mediating committee of African presidents. President Daniel Arap 
Moi of Kenya said the rebels and the Sudanese government agreed to 
launch immediate talks in Nairobi on ending the civil war that began in 
1983. An estimated one million people have been killed by war or 
famine since the fighting started. The United Nations says 1.7 million 
people in the region need emergency aid. The two rebel factions began 
fighting among themselves in 1991, adding more bloodshed to a 
conflict that has displaced millions in Africa's largest country. The 
mediating committee of Mr. Moi. President Meles Zenawi of 
Ethiopia, President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda and a representative 
far President Issaias Afwerki of Eritrea met first with Omar Hassan AI 
Bashir. Sudan’s president, and then with rebel leaders John Canute 
and Riek Machar. 
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‘Police armed Inkatha against ANC 

PRETORIA (AP) — A commission investigating political violence 
Friday implicated three police generals and other officers in organising 
massacres of African National Congress (ANC) members and in the 
supplying of weapons to the Inkatha Freedom Party. President F.W. 
de Klerk immediately suspended the police officials named, including 
the nation's no. 2 police official. He called for a team of foreign 
investigators to study evidence for possible criminal prosecutions. The 
report, based on several weeks of interviews with present and fanner 
police officers, is the strongest evidence yet to back ANC claims of 
security-force involvement in the devastating political violence that 
has killed more than H.000 people over the past three years. “The 
information indicates the existence of a sinister conspiracy committed 
to the destabilisation of the country and the subversion of the 
transition to democracy." the ANC said in a statement. It praised 
officers who had come forward with proof of what it called “killer 
machines" within the police force. 
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ecurity Council condemns Hebron massacre 

U.S. abstains on resolution’s references to Fourth Geneva Convention and Jerusalem 
Bilaterals to resume in April, high-level Israel-PLO talks soon, Washington announces 

Jordan sought joint Arab stand 
ahead of Security Council vote 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — The Security Council 
Friday strongly condemned 
last month's massacre of 
dozens of Palestinians' by an 
Israeli settler at the Ibrahimi 
Mosque in Hebron and called 
for a temporary international 
presence to ensure the protec- 
tion of inhabitants of the 
Israeii-occupied territories. 

The action immediately bore 
fruit: U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright told the 
Security Council Syria, Jordan 
and Lebanon have agreed to 
resume negotiations with 
Israel. 

“First, Syria, Jordan and 
Lebanon have agreed to re- 
sume bilateral negotiations 
with Israel in April,” she told 
the council. 

Ms. Albright then 
announced that Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organis- 
tion (PLO) had “finally agreed 
to convene a senior level meet- 
ing — the timing of which will 
be announced in the days 
ahead.” 

Ms. Albright made the state- 
ment during her speech to the 
Security Council after the 15- 
member body voted to con- 
demn the massacre. 

The resolution as a whole 
was adopted without a vote, 
after the United States in prior 
balloting on individual para- 
graphs abstained on two, in- 
cluding one affirming tbat 
Jerusalem is part of the Israeli- 
occupied territories. 


Adoption of the resolution, 
after three weeks of bargaining 
and delays, was expected to 
help clear the way for the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) to resume talks 
with Israel on. implementing an 
accord they signed last 
September 

The resolution does not say 
wbat form the international 
presence should take, but it 
would not include an armed 
U.N. force, as called for by the 
PLO, since that would require 
Israel's consent. 

The resolution also calls on 
Israel to take action to prevent 
“illegal acts of violence by 
Israeli settlers,” including con- 
fiscating their weapons. 

All eyes were on the United 
States to see whether President 
Clinton gave in to 82 U.S. 
senators demanding the Un- 
ited States veto the clause call- 
ing Jerusalem an occupied 
territory. In the end. Ambassa- 
dor Albright raised her hand to 
abstain, not veto, on that 
clause. 

In Washington. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher said 
the decision by the three Arab 
governments to resume peace 
talks would provide “a strong 
impetus” to the PLO to get 
back- to the bargaining table as 
wettv and conclude arrange- 
ments with Israel for Palesti- 
nian self-rule in Jericbo and 
Gaza. 

Mr. Christopher said only 


that Israeli and PLO officials 
will meet “quite soon” to take 
up security measures on the 
West Bank and “the possible 
resumption of these negotia- 
tions at an early time.” 

President Clinton had urged 
the PLO and Israel to send 
negotiators to Washington to 
conclude arrangements for the 
self-rule agreement that was 
signed at the White House last 
September. 

Mr. Christopher said he was 
not disappointed the PLO had 
not accepted the invitation, 
and that its preliminary talks 
with Israel would take place 
elsewhere. 

“We think we have achieved 
a great deal to bring about the 
resumption of negotiations,” 
be said. 

Also, he said, the Clinton 
administration had “set in mo- 
tion a mechanism that would 
bring the Palestinians and 
Israelis back to the table at an 
early time." 

Mr. Christopher was refer- 
ring to the Security Council 
resolution. 

“If the sensitive language 
that prejudges matters had 
been in the operative clauses 
we would have voted it,” Mr. 
Christopher said. “But since 
they are only in a preamble 
and since a procedure was de- 
veloped on which we could 
abstain and express our dis- 
avowal of the language we felt 
we were consistent with our 
position.” 


Following is the text of the U.N. Security Council resolution 
condemning the Hebron massacre: 


The Security Council: 

— Shocked by the appalling massacre committed against 
Palestinian worshippers in the mosque of Ibrahim in Hebron, 
on 25 February 1994, during the Holy month of Ramadan. 

— Gravely concerned by the consequent Palestinian casual- 
ties in the occupied Palestinian territory as a result of the 
massacre, which underlines the need to provide protection and 
security for the Palestinian people, 

— Determined to overcome the advene impact of the 
massacre on the peace process currently underway, 

— Noting wjth satisfaction the efforts undertaken to guaran- 
tee the smooth proceeding of the peace process and calling upon 
all concerned to continue their efforts to this end, 

— Reaffirming its relevant resolutions, which affirmed the 
applicability of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 12 August 
1949 to the territories occupied by Israel in June 1967, 
including Jerusalem, and the Israeli responsibilities there- 
under, 

1. Strongly condemns the massacre in Hebron and its 
aftermath which took the lives of more t han 50 Palestinian 
civilians and iqjured several hundred others; 

2. Calls upon Israel, the occupying power, to continue to take 
and implement measures, including, inter alia, confiscation of 
arms, with the aim of preventing illegal acts of violence by 
Israeli settlers; 

3. Calls for measures to be taken to guarantee the safety and 
protection of the Palestinian civilians throughout the occupied 
territory, including, inter alia, a temporary international or 
foreign presence, which was provided for in the declaration of 
principles, within the context of the ongoing peace process; 

4. Reaffirms its support for the peace process currently 

underway, and calls for the implementation of the declaration 
of principles, signed by the government of Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation, on 13 September 1993 in 
Washington, D.C., without delay, •’ - — 

5. Requests the co-sponsors of the peace process, the United 
Stales of America and the Russian Federation, to continue their 
efforts to Invigorate the peace process, and to undertake the 
necessary support for the implementation of the above men- 
tioned measures. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Friday tele- 
phoned several Arab leaders to 
exchange views on the situa- 
tion in the region and the latest 
developments in the Middle 
East peace process, stalled 
since Feb. 25 when dozens of 
Palestinians were massacred at 
the Ibrahimi Mosque in Heb- 
ron. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said King Hussein called 
King Hassan n of Morocco 
and discussed with him region- 
al, Arab and international 
issues, with special emphasis 
on the peace process. 

The King also called Syrian 
President Hafez AI Assad and 
reviewed with him the latest 
developments in the peace pro- 
cess. 

The two leaders underlined 
the importance of coordination 
among Arab states in order to 
unify their tanks and stands in 
support of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

King Hussein also called 
Egyptian President Husni 
Mubarak and reviewed with 
him the situation in the region. 
The two leaders emphasised 
the importance of coordination 
among Arab countries, parti- 
cularly those participating in 
the peace process, Petra said. 


Clinton contacts King 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein Friday evening received a 
telephone call from U'S. President Bill Clinton. King Hussein 
and Mr. Clinton exchanged views on regional and internation- 
al issues and the Middle East peace process. 


The King also contacted 
Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat and exchanged views with 
him on the latest developments 
in the peace process after the 
suspension of talks following 
the Hebron massacre. 

In New York, Jordan's 
permanent envoy to the U.N. 
Adnan Abu Odeh raid the 
King's contacts were aimed at 
arriving at a unified position on 
the issue of Jerusalem. 

Mr. Abu Odeh said if the 
U.S. maintained its insistence 
on voting on a U.N. Security 
Council resolution paragraph 
by paragraph on Friday, this 
would signal a change in its 
stand on the Jerusalem issue. 

Referring to the U.S.’ 
opposition to voting on the 
draft resolution as a whole 
because it refers to Jerusalem 
as part of the Israeli-occupied 
territories in one of its para- 
graphs, Mr. Abu Odeh said the 
Jordanian mission to the U.N. 
was alarmed by this and im- 


mediately contacted the gov- 
ernment in Amman. 

“As I have learned. His 
Majesty took the initiative and 
called several Arab leaders on 
the issue during the past 24 
hours with the aim of estab- 
lishing a unified and serious 
Arab stand to face this prob- 
able and serious change since 
the issue of Jerusalem is not 
only a Palestinian affair, but 
the affair of every Arab and 
Muslim,” Mr. Abu Odeh said. 

He added that resolving the 
question of Jerusalem in 
accordance with international 
legitimacy will be the corner- 
stone in the establishment of a 
permanent peace in the Middle 
East. 

He expressed hope that the 
U.S. would change its position 
before voting on the resolution 
and lake it as a whole, includ- 
ing the paragraph referring to 
Jerusalem as part of the occu- 

(Coatiuned on page 5) 
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Israel, SLA block 
Lebanese road 

NABATTYEH (AP) — Israeli 
troops and their Lebanese 
allies Friday blocked the road 
to a village bordering an 
Israeli-held enclave in South 
Lebanon, security sources 
said. The road was used by 
guerrillas of Hxzbollah to infil- 
trate the enclave, according to 
the sources. An Israeli contin- 
gent assisted by militiamen of 
the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) set up a' stone barricade 
and a three-metre-high earthen 
mound to bar motor traffic in 
and out of Yohmor. the 
sources said. Yohmor sits on 
the edge of the strip Israel 
maintains as a “security zone.” 

Turkey sends 

150.000 troops to 
southeast 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey has 
sent 150,000 more troops to 
the mainly Kurdish southeast 
before next week’s Nowrouz 
(new year) festival and muni- 
cipal elections, officials said on 
Monday. It already has 

180.000 soldiers, police and 
village guards in the area to 
fight Kurdish guerrillas seeking 
an independent state. Inrerior 
■Minister Nahit Mentese told 
Anatolian news agency that 
the 150,000 troops would help 
keep order during Nowrouz, 
celebrated by Kurds, Iranians 
and other people in the region 
on Monday, and the elections 
being held across Turkey on 
March 27. Mentese said earlier 
this month that an extra 50,000 
policemen would also be sent. 

Morocco bans 
mass march 

RABAT (' R) — The Moroccan 
authorities have banned a mass 
protest march planned for Sun- 
day by 23 opposition parties, 
trade unions andrights groups, 
the independent Moroccan 
Organisation of Human Rights 
(OMDH) said on Friday. The 
march through the streets of 
Rabat was planned as a protest 
against violence against 
Palestinians in the Israeli- 
occupied territories and 
against Muslims in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. An OMDH 
spokesman said it had been 
banned for security reasons, 
apparently because police 
forces would be mobilised on 
Saturday for an allegiance 
ceremony in honour of Ktng 
Hassan at Rabat's royal 
palace. 


Israel and PLO 
continue contacts 

Rabin may move Hebron settlers 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Tiying to get Palestinians back 
to peace talks. Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin telephoned 
Yasser Arafat Friday and 
spoke of ways to resume nego- 
tiations, Israel Radio raid. 

There were no reported de- 
tails of the 15-minute conversa- 
tion and neither Israeli nor 
Palestinian officials could be 
reached for comment. 

But the Israeli premier is 
reportedly considering moving 
the Jewish settlers in Hebron, 
the West Bank city of the 
mosque massacre, into one en- 
clave as a compromise with 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) demands for re- 
moving the 450 settlers from 
the large Arab city. 

The contacts between Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Arafat came as 
officials worked Friday to 
arrange a meeting between 
Mr. Arafat and Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres. 

An Arafat-Peres meeting 
would be the first such high- 
level meeting since talks were 
severed after the Feb. 25 Heb- 
ron mosque massacre when a 
Jewish settler gunned down 
dozens of Palestinian worship- 
ers in the Ibrahimi Mosque. ‘ 

PLO official Samir Ghoshe 
said Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
might meet Sunday in Cairo, 
Egypt, but the PLO was wait- 
ing to see if the U.N. Security' 
Council passed a resolution 
Friday condemning the mas- 
sacre. Speaking in Tunis, Tuni- 
sia, he said Mr. Arafat would 
not meet Mr. Pferes unless the 
U.N. resolution is passed. 

In Tunis, PLO officials said 
Mr. Arafat had authorised 
Faisal Husseini, a leading PLO 
activist in the West Bank, to 
hold talks with Mr. Peres on a 
possible compromise that 
could get the peace tails going 
again. 

One official said Mr. Hus- 
seini was to meet with Mr. 
Peres Friday. He said Mr. Hus- 
seini was in Jerusalem, but 
would not say where the meet- 
ing was to take place. 

PLO Executive. Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo 
said Mr. Arafat had.no plans to 
meet Mr. Peres on Sunday. 

“There is no plan for a meet- 
ing between PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and Mr. Peres in 
Cairo. The main thing for us is 


to see the implementation of 
the Security Council resolution 
and complete measures by the 
Israeli government on the 
ground,” he said. 

Mr. A bed- Rabbo confirmed 
that U.S. coordinator Dennis 
Ross, in a telephone cal! on 
Thursday to Mr. Arafat, prop- 
osed such a meeting between 
Mr. Peres and the PLO. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo raid the 
PLO demanded that the Israeli 
government evacuate “settlers 
from Hebron and other settle- 
ments and the immediate pre- 
sence of international force in 
the occupied Palestinian terri- 
tories.” 

“The presence of this force 
requires forbidding the settlers 
from canying their arms in the 
territories,” he added. 

The PLO ambassador to 
Egypt raid earlier on Friday 
the Arafat-Peres meeting 
could not take place in Cairo 
on Sunday because President 
Hosni Mubarak would be in 
Zimbabwe for an Organisation 
of African Unity meeting. 

The resolution has been de- 
layed over U.S. objections to 
including mention of Jeru- 
salem as occupied territory re- 
quiring additional protection 

for Palestinians. 

The United States, one of 
five permanent council'mem- 
bers with veto power, was said 
to also be delaying the vote as 
a bargaining chip to get the 
Palestinians back to the talks. 

“A resolution by the Secur- 
ity Council is one of the main 
indications for us to resume the 
peace talks, but also the way 
Israel reacts to this resolution, 
in providing security to our 
people is another indication,” 
said Mr. Ghoshe, a member of 
the PLO’s Executive Commit- 
tee, speaking on Israel Radio's 
Arabic service. 

Foreign ministry spokesman 
Uri Palti had no comment. 
Ahmad Tibi, an Israeli-Arab 
advisor to Mr. Arafat, said the 
PLO was waiting for “practical 
measures for providing secur- 
ity to Palestinians." 

Army radio and the Haaretz 
daily said that Mr. Rabin was 
considering a proposal to re- 
duce frictions by limiting the 
settler presence and moving 
them into one, or possibly two. 

(Continued os page 5) 



An armed Jewish settler passes Palestinians in 
the occupied West Bank town of Hebron, under 
curfew since the Feb. 25 massacre of dozens of 


Palestinians by a Jewish settler in the town's 
Ibrahimi Mosque (AFP photo) 


Security Council split on Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — A Security Council split 
has widened over whether to 
publicly acknowledge Iraq’s 
cooperation with weapons in- 
spections under terms of the 
Gulf war ceasefire. 

The United States and Bri- 
tain find themselves in- 
creasingly isolated in resisting 
any statements that, could be 
seen as praising Iraq, for its 
significant compliance with 
ceasefire terms. 

Discussions on the matter 
came a day after the 15-nation 
council decided Wednesday to 
maintain the devastating trade 


embargo on Iraq imposed for 
its invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 

No council member advo- 
cated dropping the sanctions 
during the review, officials 
said. But some delegations; 
including council president 
France and some non-aligned 
nations, want to acknowledge 
Iraqi compliance with the 
weapons inspection program- 
me. 

These nations want the 
council to give Iraq an incen- 
tive by acknowledging its prog- 
ress in fulfilling some of the 
ceasefire terms. Iraq, oil-rich 
but cash-poor, says it has little 


incentive to keep cooperating 
without such a pat on the back. 

The division affected the five 
permanent members of the 
council with France. Russia 
and China advocating a change 
and the United States and Bri- 
tain resisting it. 

“There was no consensus on 
the formula,” raid council 
President Jean-Bernard 
Merimee, France's ambassa- 
dor. Discussions will continue 
tomorrow and “hopefully 
there will be a consensus." he 
said. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Muslim officials 
limit entry to Aqsa 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Islamic author- 
ities have decided to bar non- 
Muslims from the AI Aqsa 
Mosque following the Hebron 
mosque massacre, officials said 
on Friday. 

Muslim custodians of Islam's 
third holiest shrine raid the 
decision was taken by the 
Waqf. or Islamic trust, in re- 
sponse to the Israeli police 
restriction of the entry of Mus- 
lims to the mosque. 

“As long as Muslims are not 
allowed to enter their mosques 
Freely, it is better that no one 
has that liberty at all." said 
Adnan AI Husseini, head of 
the Waqf department. 

"People are complaining of 
the security measures at the 
gates of the mosque and once 
these measures change, we will 
change our derision.” he told 
Reuters. 

Fearing violence after a Jew- 
ish settler massacred dozens of 
Muslims kneeling in prayer at 
Hebron’s AI Ibrahimi Mosque 
three weeks ago. Israel police 
prevented Muslims from 
around the occupied territories 
from attending Friday prayers 
during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 

Israel police confirmed that 
foreign tourists were being 
kepi out of the mosque since 
the massacre. 

Bui a police spokeswoman 
said the restriction was ordered 
by police for “operational 
reasons.” 

The 1 .300-year-old mosque 
is a major tourist attraction in 


Jerusalem's Old City. 

2 killed in Gaza 

Two Palestinians were killed 
during an alleged shootout 
with soldiers in the Gaza Strip 
and at least 14 Palestinians 
were wounded in clashes that 
spread throughout the occu- 
pied territories Thursday. 

On the coastal road in the 
Gaza Strip town of Khan 
Yunis. a Palestinian reportedly 
opened fire from his car at a 
passing Israeli patrol. The sol- 
diers fired back, killing the 
man and- an Arab passenger. 

An Israeli officer was slight- 
ly wounded in the incident, the 
army said. 

They raid the slain man. 
Mohammad Shahwan, was a 
member of Hamas and was 
wanted for attacking Israelis 
and suspected Palestinian inr 
formams. 

The passenger in Shahwan's 
car was identified as Taha Abu 
Samih. Both were 27 and from 
the village of Bani Suhaila. 
Palestinian reporters said. 

Clashes broke out later in 
Khan Yunis and the Jabaliya 
refugee camp between stone- 
throwing Palestinians and sol- 
diers. At least seven Palesti- 
nians were shot and wounded, 
residents and Arab reporters 
said. One of the wounded was 
shot in the chest and transfer-: 
red in serious condition to a- 

hospital in Israel, they said. 

Similar confrontations took 

(Continued on page 3) 


Bosnian Muslims, Croats sign landmark federation 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Bosnia's Muslims and 
Croats put aside bitter memor- 
ies of war on Friday and signed 
a document creating a federa- 
tion for their battle-scarred 
land. 

In a White House ceremony 
presided over: by President Bill 
Clinton. Prime Minister Haris 
Silajdzic of Bosnia and Kresi- 
mir Zuback. representing Bos- 
nian Croats, signed the con- 
stitution outlining the new fed- 
eration. 

Then President Franjo Tudj- 
man of Croatia and Bosnian 
President Alija Izetbegovic 
signed a document linking the 
federation with Croatia. 

“The agreements signed to- 
day offer one of the first dear 


signals that parties to this con- 
flict are willing to end the 
violence and begin a process of 
reconstruction," said Mr. Clin- 
ton. 

He promised the United 
States would aid the rebuilding 
of Bosnia, but did not cite a 
specific figure. 

“This is a great day for 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. but also 
for all those who are opposed 
to war," said Mr. Izetbegovic. 

The proposed federation 
would have a strong central 
government with power over 
defence, foreign affairs and 
economic matters. But it also 
would be divided into cantons, 
each of which would have a 
president and legislature and 
its own court system. 


Strong federation ties with 
neighbouring Croatia would 
allow both nations to better 
negotiate with the Serbs, who 
have been major combatants in 
both the 23-month-old Bosnian 
civil war and the 1991 Croatian 
war. 

Mr. Tudjman. the Croatian 
president, called rhe accord “a 
crucial turning point in the 
crisis." but warned that Bosnia 
needed substantial outside aid 
to repair the devastation of 
war.. 

The documents create an im- 
mediate federation among 
Muslims and Croats on the 
approximately 30 per cent of 
Bosnia not occupied by Serbs 
in the brutal civil war that has 
raged on rhe territory of the 


former Yugoslavia. 

They also include the princi- 
ples of a confederation be- 
tween Muslim-Croal Bosnia 
and neighbouring Croatia. 

Mr. Clinton said this agree- 
ment could not ensure full 
peace throughout the region so 
long as the Bosnian Serbs, by 
far the most powerful military 
group, are not included. But 
he said he hoped it would 
prove the first major step to- 
wards peace. Adding: “it is the 
hope of all present today that 
the serbs will join in this pro- 
cess as well.” 

Major tours Bosnia 

British Prime Minister John 
Major toured Bosnia on Friday 


and spoke of a “glimmer of 
hope" for peace. ~3iit U.N. 
officials said three \ii..iges in. 
northern Bosnia pleaded :o be- 
evacuated, and warned or snip- 
er fire in the capital. 

Mr. Major, who visited the 
war-ravaged country 15 
months ago. told U.N. 
peacekeeping troops at a cen- 
tral Bosnia base he noted “u 
very apparent difference.” 

"There seems to be more of 
a glimmer of hope than there 
has been for a long time. Let us 
hope it carries on," Mr. Major 
said in Gornji Vakuf. which 
until a ceasefire three weeks 
ago was a flashpoint. 

Most of the hope for peace 
came from the signing cere- 
mony Friday in Washington. 





Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 1994 


Rabin, Clinton reviewed resumption 
of Mideast peace talks, not modalities 


WASHINGTON lUSIA) — 
Following is the official White 
‘ House transcript of a back- 
ground briefing given by senior 
administration officials 
Wednesday, discussing that 
day's meeting between Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin: 

Senior administration offi- 
cial: Let me just give a kind of 
brief overview of what went on 
today, and then my colleague 

and i can lake a few questions. 

The president and (he prime 
minister discussed a range of 
different issues. They covered 
all of the bilateral negotiating 
' tracks, but there was a special 
focus that was put on the 
Isracli-Palestinian negotiations 
and also on the Ismeii-Syrian 
negotiations. 

With regard to the Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations and 
- overall process, there was a 
discussion about how you gel 
things buck on track not only 
with regard to (he resumption 
of negotiations and the conclu- 
sion of the declaration of prin- 
ciples and its implementation, 
but also how you address the 
security environment and how 
you address some of the con- 
cerns that Palestinians have 
about security in the territor- 
. ics. 

On the Israeli -Syrian track. 

. there was a discussion — there 
was an agreement of the two 
that, as you may have heard in 
. the prime minister's statement, 
that there's a window of oppor- 
tunity. but the time is moving 
and time shouldn't be lost'. 
And there was an agreement 
. that (his is the year to produce 
; a breakthrough between the 
Israelis and the Syrians. And 
there were a variety of options 
that were raised and discussed 
during the course of the meet- 
ing today. 

There was also an issue that 
; the prime minister raised, 
which was really the Russian 
role in all of this and their 
relationship to us as part of the 
. cosponsors and how that fils 
into our working together and 
- coordinating to ensure that < the 
• process itself gets- promoted. 


Anything else? 

Question: Could you elabo- 
rate a little bit on the measures 
that the president generally- 
said ought to he done for 
Palestinian security: and when 
are you and maybe your col- 
league going back to Tunis? 

Answer: On the second 
question. I can't give you an 
answer right now. We'll, 
obviously, be continuing with 
our intensive consultations fre- 
quenilv on the phone. 
Whether it makes sense to go 
back, we'll have to think a little 
hi: more about where things 
are based on ihe discussions 
that we're having. 

t >n the fust part, there were 
a number of ideas — and I 
know this is going to surprise 
vou — that I don't want to get 
into- I here was a recognition 
that something lias to be done 
•thou: the sccuntv environ- 
ment . a lecogmtion rh.n 
Palestinians do need to teel 
secure One of the things that 
sou heard the prime minister 
siiv is that Israel undci stands u 
has an obligation to ensure law 
ami order m the territory and 
that that has to be applied to 
everyone who is m the territor- 
ies. the Palestinians and 
Israelis alike 

They are considering a varie- 
ty rf ideas 10 address ihe secur- 
ity question, and I must say 
that there was not a particular 
on any one But there is a 
consideration of a variety if 
steps ; hat thee need to take 
and that ihev themselves are 
sSiis in the process* of finalising 
those But the\ *re doing it with 
some dispatch. \nd what came 
through verv de.irlv was a real 
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— again, a sense of not only 
urgency that it's important to 
do these things, but it was also 
a sense that from an Israeli 
standpoint, doing these things 
don't simply respond to what 
the Palestinians feel that they 
need for security, they uIm) 
respond to problems that the 
Israelis themselves see. 

And I have .the sense — I 
must say that after being in 
Tunis on Monday where I felt 
that we began to see a narrow- 
ing of the' gaps on the subst- 
ance. today's discussions also 
lend in my mind a further 
manifestation that the Israelis 
are quite serious about taking 
certain concrete measures on 
the ground. And I think that 
will help in this process. 

Q: Can I follow it up just 
quickly — you said it wasn't a 
focus. That means a special 
emphasis. It’s got to be one or 
the other. Either the United 
States did not specify things 
(hat they thought the Israelis 
could consider — ought to 
consider, or the U.S. did. So. 
did the president speak to 
Rabin of specific measures that 
he thought maybe Rabin ought 
to at least look at: or did he 
just speak in general terms that 
there have to be new security 
measures? 


A: Let me make one com- 
ment and then my colleague 
will comment. Obviously, in 
the course of the discussions 
that wc have had over the last 
ID days or so. a variety of ideas 
have come up. in our discus- 
sions with both sides, on the 
kinds of things that might well 
contribute to changing the en- 
vironment. reassuring Palesti- 
nians. and frankly. Israelis 
alike, on how to deal with the 
security environment. When I 
say that we didn't focus, the 
president didn't focus on any 
particular one. that's because 
there were a number of diffe- 
rent kinds of measures that 
were discussed. 

Do you want to add? 
Second ' off icial : Just 
to. make, a general 
point, which is that the presi- 
dent has said before that he's 
not in the business of second- 
guessing the Israelis about how 
they take care of the security 
situation. He's very concerned 
that they address the issue and 
so. there was a discussion ab- 
out the various things that 
could be done. But the' notion 
that the United States is press- 
ing Israel to do a particular 
thing is not an accurate charac- 
terisation of the way that the 
discussion went. 

I think it's very clear that, 
and various U.S. government 
spokesmen have made clear 
since the Hebron massacre, 
that we welcome the measures 
that the Israeli government 
announced, but we wanted to 
see prompt and effective im- 
plementaiinit. What we heard 
Irom the prime minister in 
private and what l think he 
also said in public was that he 
is determined to go ahead and 
implement those decisions and 
is also looking at other things. 
And there was a discussion 
about those other things. 

But I think there was a clear 
indication from him of his de- 
termination to go ahead. The 
constraint that he fell w.is con- 
straint which he referred to 
publicly, which is similar to 
wh.it he said privately, about 
the problem that Israel is a 
democracy and it has laws and 
it has courts and there are 
some things which he can de- 
cide on that the courts cjn 
overturn 

Q: Do you have any indica- 
tions or feelers front Syria that 
it intends to return to the 
bargaining table? 

A: Well. I can tell you that 
when the S\rtans ,ind the 
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others departed, they made it 
very clear to the — and they 
announced it themselves — 
that this was a pause from their 
standpoint, not a break in 
negotiations. We will be going 
hack to the Syrians at some 
point . and we will talk to them 
about what w-e think is the 
right time to resume those 
negotiations. And. at this 
point, we have every indication 
from them that they are quite 
serious about resuming, but 
we. at this point, have not 
really gone through and had a 
discussion on precise timing. 

Q: Has the U.S. been asked 
whether it would be willing to 
participate on the ground in 
this temporary force, interna- 
tional or foreign force? And 
also, has the United States 
government even considered 
putting U.S. troops or civilians 
on the ground 0 

A: Well, again, w-hat is in the 
declaration of principles is a 
temporary international or 
foreign presence — presence: I 
underscore the word ■’pre- 
sence.’’ There have been, from 
time to time, questions about 
who might participate. And 
there have also been a number 
of countries that have come to 
us and suggested that they 
might be willing to participate. 
What wc have said throughout 
is that in the declaration of 
principles it's very dearly 
stared that the temporary in- 
ternational or foreign presence 
has to be agreed upon. 
Obviously, it is up to the 
Israelis and Palestinians to de- 
termine the nature of this pre- 
sence — its purpose, its rule, 
its location. And that really has 
to be the first order of busi- 
ness. 

Q: How significant is the 
prime minister' s suggestion of 
a Palestinian police force that 
would operate outside of 
Gaza-Jericho framework? 

A: Well. I think that it is. I 
think, noteworthy that he re- 
ferred to the Palestinian police 
who used ro operate in the 
areas outside of Gaza-Jericho. 
Obviously, they operated 
throughout.' bur he drew a dis- 
tinction because' in "Gaza- 
Jericho. once you have an 
agreement, you're going to 
have a Palestinian authority. 
And the police that will be 
there will be under the Palesti- 
nian authority. In the rest of 
the territories there will be a 
negotiation to develop an 
agreement for the interim 
period. The fact is. until that 
takes place, his discussion of 
Palestinian police, who would 
be welcome, is one that is put 
in the context of them being in 
the rest of the territories but 
under an authority that is still 
basically the military govern- 
ment and the — administra- 
tion. 

Q: Do you think the Palesti- 
nians will go for that? 

A: I think there are — this as 
well as many other issues are 
best resolved by direct discus- 
sions between them. And I 
would just say that it's very 
clear to us. based on the dis- 
cussions that we've had this 
week — and it’s clear from the 
ones we've had today — that 
the Israelis are considering a 
series of meaningful measures 
designed to deal with the 
security environment. 

Q: In connection with the 
PLO and Arafat, when will he 
the next point of comae; with 
the PLO'.’ Will the president 
call Arafat himself? And is it 
correct that Arafat did appeal 
to the president directly to 
rescue the talks? 

A: Let me answer the first 
pan by saving the contacts arc 
almost continuous. We are — I 
can say 1 am on the phone with 
him quite a lot. And so we — 
it's not a case of having any 
kind of break in contacts. 


We're in contact with him at 
sort of this level on a very- 
regular basis. And. in fact, the 
secretary has also been in fairly 
regular communication with 
Arafat as well. We will be — I 
have no doubt we'll be follow- 
ing up again in pan. to get a 
Norm's question, we'll want to 
brief him on what it is we've" 


heard todav. And I think I’ll. 


leave it at that. 

Q: The president talked to- 
day about — he said that he 
and Mr. Rabin talked about 
how- the United Stares might 
maintain an enhanced Israel 
security. Can you provide us 
some specifics about how we 
might do that? 

A: { think that the discus- 
sions today — you notice from 
the prime minister's last para- 
graph. he said that he didn't 
come here with a shopping list, 
he came here with only one 
thine on his mind, which was 
the peace • process. But as the 
president said in his statement, 
we have said from the begin- 
ning — the president has said 
from the beginning, that as 
Israel took risks for peace, he 
saw the U.S. role as minimis- 
ing those risks. I think what he 
indicated in his statement to- 
day is that we're now moving 
from the general concept of 
minimising risks to discussing 
how to defray the costs of 
peace. And that is a process 
that has only just begun. I 
know you want immediate de- 
tails of how much money this is 
going to cost the American 
taxpayer — we are well away 
from that kind of discussion 
yet. But there is a general 
recognition that defraying the 
costs of peace is going to be 
important if a peace treaty 
between Israel and Syria. 
Israel and Lebanon. Israel and 
Jordan is to be achieved this 
year, which was the timetable 
the prime minister put out to- 
day. 

Q: The issue of concrete 
measures that the president 
mentioned at the press confer- 
ence today. I'm a little unclear 
as to whether it's understood 
by the U.S. and the Israelis 
that these are items needed by 
the Palestinians in order to 
bring them back to rhe table or 
things that will be on the table 
and discussed once they come 
back. Can you just talk about 
the time frame and how it's 
connected? 

A: It is clear that many of 
these measures that the Israelis 
are considering, as I said, are 
in part driven by an Israeli 
recognition that it's in Israel's 
interest also to effect that 
security environment. And 1 
have little doubt some steps 
which we've already seen — 
saw a decision on Sunday to — 
as an example, we saw a move 
on Monday into Hebron to 
arrest and hold for a while 
Rabbi Levenger and others. 

The Israelis are taking cer- 
tain steps that are consistent 
with what the original Cabinet 
decision was. number one. 
Many of these concrete mea- 
sures are measures that they 
want to talk to the Palestinian’s 
about. Obviously, they have 
had their own contacts with the 
Palestinians. And it's in that 
context that I think some of 
these measures may well be 
discussed. 

Q: When you say that Syria 
sees this as a pause and not a 
break in the negotiation*, what 
is it they tell you they're wait- 
ing for to happen before they 
resume? 

A: First of all. we have to 
invite them back. It's not — 

Q: Well. I thought invita- 
tions had been extended and 


A: No. it has not. No. it has 
not. It has not. There was a 
pause, and we had not set a 
new date for those negotiations 


Israel preparing to quit Gaza 

■ . military bases in April 13 deadline f° 


to resume. We will have un- 
doubtedly some consultations 
with them before we make 
such a decision, but we have 
made no such decision, and we 
have issued no such invitation. 
So it's not a case of them 
deciding, it’s a case of us. as 
the cosponsor, working with i 
the Russians and deciding on 
what the time will be. 

Q: It is fair to understand 
what Prime Minister Rabin has 1 
done so far is as far as he can 
go and that the Palestinians 
have to come back, and there's 
nothing more they will get 
from Primt Minister Rabin? Is , 
that a fair characterisation of 
what's happening now? 

A-. I would suggest that the 
Israelis have taken a number of 
decisions — some of the deci- 
sions themselves are still in the 
process of being implemented, i 
It is also clear based on our 
discussions that the Israelis 
have a number of other uddi- . 
tional ideas in mind on how to 
deal with the security environ- ' 
ment. And those ideas are best 
— are most likely to be sorted 
out and then implemented. I 
think, once discussions with 1 
the Palestinians take place. 
Whether those discussions will 
be part of the formal resump- 
tion of negotiations, whether 
they will be part of the contacts 
that have been on-going now. 
it's hard to say. I think you 
may get acombination of both. 

Second official: Let me just 
add one thing on that. The 
prime minister expressed his 
concern that if he were to 
continue to take measures like 
this without a commitment to 
resumption of negotiations, 
that these would be pocketed 
and dismissed as not enough, 
and then more concessions 
would be demanded, and there 
would be no end to this pro- 
cess. So I think that the logic of 
the Israeli situation as express- 
ed to us was one in which a 
commitment to return to the 
negotiations on the part of the 
PLO would find the Israelis 
more forthcoming than a refus- 
al to commit to a return ro 
negotiations. 

‘ " Q: So there was no pressure 
here to make concessions? 

A: There was not a pressure 
to make concessions. There 
was a good discussion on the 
issue of the importance of the 
security environment, and the 
importance of concrete mea- 
sures. 

Q: If I could just go back to 
Syrians for just a second. Were 
you saying that once you — all 
you have to do is set a date, 
and the Syrians will come back 
tn the negotiating table? 

A: What I’m saving is we 
haven't yet invited the other 
parties to come back, that we 
will have consultations with 
them. Obviously, we are also 
going to have to brief the 
Syrians in the aftermath of 
today's meeting just as the 
Palestinians will be briefed. If 
you read the prime minister's 
statement, there are things in 
there that obviously should be 
of gre.it interest to the Syrians. 

I have little doubt that they will 
want to hear from us on what it 
was that was discussed by the 
president and. the prime minis- 
ter on the Israeli-Syrian track. 
And after we’ve had a chance 
to brief them and ourselves, 
think a little bit more about the 
nature of the process, then 
we'll make a judgement as to 
the right time to resume the 
negotiations on the other 
tracks. 

Q: Are you expecting them 
to come back? 

A: Well, when they 
announced themselves publicly 
that this is a pause, not a 
break, and they look forward 
to resumption of the negotia- 
tions, I think the answer is 
absolutely. 


OCCUPIED GAZA (R) — 
The Israeli army is dismantling 
parts of military bases in the 
occupied Gaza Strip ready to 
meet an April 13 deadline to 
pull out, despite suspension of 
peace talks after the Hebrom 
mosque massacre. 

Palestinians and Israelis said 
on Friday that troops had 
accelerated the dismantling of 
permanent structures, in the 
bases in areas slated to come 
under limited Palestinian self- 

rule according to the peace 

accord signed last September. 

Some facilities had already 
been completely evacuated, 
they said. 

Palestinian witnesses said 
they saw soldiers dismantle at 
least two military outposts in 
Gaza City and in the southern 
town of Rafah over tbe past 
few days. 

“They are taking down 
observation cowers and moving 
out mobile homes from some 


of the biggest military bases in 
Gaza City,” said one wiiness. 

A senior Arab official in the 
Israeli .civil administration said 
authorities had already set up 
alternative offices near the 
Erez crossing point to Israel 
and installed computer net- 
works and communications 
facilities. 

The official said some em- 
ployees were scheduled to start 
work from the new offices on 
Sunday. 

“Israel is speeding up the 
evacuation of its governing 
bodies from the Gaza Strip." 
he said- 

The Israeli army had been 
slowly dismantling certain 
military installations and pre- 
paring alternative locations for 
soldiers and its civilian em- 
ployees since the signing of the 
peace deal in September. 

But Israeli security sources 
confirmed that preparations 
were under way to meet an 


April 13 deadline for with- 
drawal — should the govern- 
ment order the army to do so. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


1 Israeli-armed 1 bomb found in Bangkok 


BANGKOK CAP) — Police on Thursday discovered a huge 
bomb in a truck they had towed to their station last week after 
it was involved in a traffic accident near the Israeli embassy, a 
police investigator said. A body also was found in the water 
tank containing the bomb, police said. They suspect it is the 
Thai driver who was hired along with the rented truck. The 
bomb was believed capable of destroying an area of up to one 
square kilometre, investigator Jirapong Jithampong said. He 
said it was made of C4 plastic explosive planted in a tank of 
ammonium nitrate. He said initial investigations suggested the 
target was the Israeli embassy, located in a heavily fortified 
compound in a downtown tourist area of Bangkok- Police said 
a man described as having Middle Eastern looks had rented 
the truck on which the bomb was found. The device was 
disarmed by police at a public park across from the police 
station. The track with the bomb had been parked at the 
station since police towed it there last Friday. 


Kurdish deputies ordered prosecuted 


ANKARA (AP) — A state security court Thursday ordered 
the prosecution of seven Kurdish deputies who. were stripped 
of their immunity by parliament on charges of Kurdish 
separatism. The court ordered them to jail pending trial. They 
have been in police custody for interrogation for the past two 
weeks. No trial date was set. They could risk the death penalty 
if convicted. Six of the deputies are from the pro-Kurdish 
Democracy Party and include its chairman. Hatip Dide. Chief 
Prosecutor Nusret Demirel told reporters that Mr. Dicle 
refused to testify throughout his interrogation. The party' is 
believed to have close ties with' fhfe Kurdish Labour Party' 
(PKK). which has been fighting for autonomy in southeastern 
Turkey since 1984? Parliament acted against the Kurdish 
deputies after the PKK killed five military students in Istanbul 
last month and Mr. Dicle refused to condemn it saying 
“military people are natural targets under war conditions." 
The Kurdish violence has left 12.000 people dead over the past 
decade. 


Eli sends aid to displaced Sudanese 


BRUSSELS ( AP) — A day after slapping an arms embargo on 
Sudan, the European Union (EU) on Thursday released 
$560,000 to help people forced to flee their homes in the 
country's civil war. The EU's Executive Commission said the 
aid. including food, medicine and sanitary equipment, will go 
for nearly 50.000 people displaced from the southern city of 
Maridi by fighting between the Sudanese army and the 
opposition Sudan People's Liberation Army fSPLA). The EU 
imposed an arms embargo on Sudan on Wednesday. Officials 
described it as a political signal, saying that no arms have been 
shipped for several years. Most capitals froze trade with Sudan 
in 1989. when Lieutenant-General Omar Hassan A1 Bashir 
came to power and installed an Islamic government. Egypt 
and Western nations accuse Sudan of harbouring and arming 
Iran-backed extremists. The United States lists Sudan among 
countries sponsoring “terrorism.'* The EU last month deman- 
ded that the government in Khartoum accept a ceasefire, 
saying that the bombing of SPLA territory hinders humanita- 
rian aid. The aid is the first to Sudan under a three- vear-old 
agreement between the EU and 69 developing countries. 


Operator stops holidays to Israel, Egypt 


COPENHAGEN (AP) — The largest Danish tour operator 
offering holidays in the Middle East has cancelled this year’s 
trips to Israel and Egypt because of tension in the region. 
Tjaereborg cancelled April trips to Tel Aviv, which would 
have been the first Israeli destination since the mid- 1980s. 
Tjaereborg had expected 3.000 customers for the spring and 
summer Israel trips, but cancelled them Wednesday after a 
month of no sales. Managing Director Hans Peter Andersen 
said Thursday that tourists were frightened after news reports 
about a Jewish settler killing people Feb. 25 in a mosque in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank town of Hebron. “We stopped our 
tours to Egypt because we considered it too dangerous as 
fundamentalists continually threaten to attack tourists.” said 
Mr. Andersen. Two other main Danish tour operators flying 
to Israel have not altered their plans. ^ 
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“The moves are to make it 
easier for the redeployment (of 
forces) as quickly as possible. 
We are moving unessential 
equipment," one source said. 

He said the moves had not 
affected the army deployment 
in the Gaza Strip. Troops 
whose quarters bad been dis- 
mantled, for instance, were 
now housed in tents. 

“The (Israeli army) reassess 
(its) deployment from time to 
time and this is normal within 
the internal redeployment 
within the Gaza Strip.” one 
military official said. 

Under the peace deal signed 
at the White House in Septem- 
ber. Israel must withdraw from 
the occupied Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank town of Jericffl 
by April 13. 


Executed 

Egyptian 

tells family 
to rejoice 


CAIRO (R) — One of the 
Egyptian officers execuied for 
trying to assassinate President 
Hosni Mubarak told his family 
to rejoice at his execution be- 
cause he was certain he was on 
his way to paradise. 

The officer. First Lieutenant 
Medhat Al Tahawi. in a last 
will and testament released by 
the militant group the Gamaa 
Al Islamiya on Friday, said 
they should follow the example 
of "the mother of Lieutenant 
Khaled al Islambouli. one of 
the men who assassinated Pres- 
ident Anwar Sadat in 19S1. 

“She rejoiced when she 
heard the news of her son's 
execution. She gave out sweets 
and said she prayed to God 
that his brother Moharnm# 
could have been executed be- 
fore him." Al Tahawi's testa- 
ment said. 

It was not possible to aut- 

• henticatd the document, which 
the Gatua’a sent' by 1 fax to' an 

• international news agency. 

Al Tahawi and another offic- 
er were executed by firing 
squad in the Mediterranean 
city of Alexandria on Wednes- 
day. 

On Feb. 18 a military court 
in the northwestern town of 
Sidi Banrani found them guilty 
of planting explosives around 
an airbase which President 
Mubarak occasionally visits. 

A militant arrested in Cairo 
gave the conspiracy away and 
the officers were arrested be- 
fore Mr. Mubarak came. 

Ai Tahawi's testament gave 
no details of the assassination . 
plans but. in a passage 
apparently referring to Mr. 
Mubarak, it tried 'to justify 
political assassination. 

"Yes. father." it said, “he 
has killed innocents, detained 
good Muslims, tortured them 
in the worst possible way. 
violated their honour and dir 
troyed Iraq and he will destroy 
Libya. 

“Vie has destroyed Somalia 
and is taking pan "in the vilest 
conspiracy against this reli- 
gion. Islam has nothing to do 
with him. Father, for he is an 
infidel as clear as the sun. 

"This malignant tree... had 
to be killed. Killing him. and 
rebelling against him. was a 
religious obligation."' 

Best assured, your son is 
alive, firing a fife not like your 
life, but a life of another kind." 
Al Tahawi added. 

The lieutenant said no one 
could choose when to die. “So 
he must choose u noble death 
which brings him close to God 
and which might help atone for 
nis sins." he said. 


"Until we meet ueain in 
.^ od s paradise." he ended. 
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home news in brief 


Talhouni to be eulogised 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A eulogy ceremony will be held today 
(Saturday) to commemorate 40 days since the passing of 
Bahjat Talhouni, former prime minister and senior statesman. 
Speaking ar the ceremony will be Upper House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmed Lawzi, Lower House Speaker Taher Masri, 
Ahmad Tarawneh, Musa Abu Ragheb, Nassereddin Al 
Assad, Kama! Shaer and Tawfiq Krashan, as 'well as Adnan 
Talhouni on behalf of the Talhonni family and Salah Abu Zeid 
as master of ceremony. The late Mr. Talhouni served as prime 
minister seven times in his political career. He died on January 
30 at the age of 80. The ceremony will be held at the Palace of 
Culture at 5:00 p.m. and will be open to all citizens. 

3 envoys present credentials 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Three-newly appointed ambassadors to 
Jordan are expected to present their credentials to His Majesty 
King Hussein soon. U.S. Ambassador Wesley William Egan, 
French Ambassador Bernard Bagolet and South Korean 
Ambassador Oh Chung D, Thursday presented their creden- 
tials to Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Talal Al Hassan in 
separate meetings at his office. Mr. Eagan served as deputy 
chief of mission at the U.S. embassy in Cairo from 1990 
through July 1993. Earlier in his career he had served as 
ambassador to the Republic of Guinea-Bissau. Born in 
Madison, Wisconsin in 1946, Mr. Egan, received a degree in 
international studies from the University of Carolina in 1968 
and later joined the foreign service. Mr. Bagolet served ar the 
French foreign ministry in Paris. The South Korean ambassa- 
-dor arrived in Amman earlier this month. 

House to discuss municipalities draft law 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament will 
meet Saturday afternoon to discuss the municipalities draft law 
and an amendment to a law on insurance companies. The 
House will also hear replies by ministers to several deputies' 
queries and will refer deputies' proposals to its specialised 
committees. The House is also scheduled to debate a decision 
by its financial committee on the Jordanian exports guarantee 
corporation draft law. 

Jordan to attend international parliamentary meeting 

“AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will participate in the 91st 
Conference of the International Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
which will convene in Paris between March 20 and March 26. 
Jordan’s delegation to the conference will be headed by 
Senator Ahmad Obeidat and will include as members deputies 
Mohammad Al Haj, Mansour Ben Tarif and Toujan Faisal, in 
addition to Parliament Secretary General Saleh Al Zu'bi and 
the parliament's Public Relations Manager Fayez Al Shawab- 
kah. 

Baccalaureate schools regional meeting to 
open 

AMMAN (Petra) — A regional conference for the Interna- 
tional Baccalaureate Schools in the Middle East and Africa 
Wednesday will open at the Amra Hotel. The four-day 
conference, which will be'held under the patronage of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Sarvalh, will discuss values and 
cultures from an Arab and Islamic perspective. The issue will 
be tackled at four seminars and workshops which will also 
discuss the history and civilisation of the Islamic world, 
subjects taught at the Baccalaureate schools and coordination 
between them. Some 180 Baccalaureate School principals and 
curricula coordinators will participate in the conference. .They . 
will come from Jordan, Egypt. Bahraini Kuwait, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), Oman, "Morocco,- Libya, . -Turkey, 
Cyprus, South Africa, Sri Lanka,- Britain, Switzerland ^ Au- 
stria, Scotland, China, India and the U.S. 

QAI A closes T erminal 2 for repairs 

AMMAN (Petra) — Queen Alia International Airport’s 
(QAIA) Terminal Two will be dosed for maintenance from 
today (Saturday) until April 25, Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) sources said Friday. The sources said the file flooring 
the terminal will be replaced with locally-produced granite 
tiles by two Jordanian firms. They said departures during this 
period will be moved to Terminal One. 

Renovations continue on Jerash 
antiquities 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Antiquities Department has drawn a 
plan to continue maintenance and renovation works as well as 
excavations at he Greco-Roman dty of Jerash, Director of the 
Jerash offices of the Antiquities Department Ibrahim Zu'bi 
said. Mr. Zu’bi said that in 1993, the department renovated 
and reconstructed shops overlooking the colonnade street and 
those adjacent to the gate of Temple of Artemis. He said the 
work was conducted in cooperation with the Italian Research 
and Antiquities Centre. The department has also discovered 
stone sculptures at the old temple which was destroyed twice 
in the first and second centuries, he said. The department's 
office in Jerash was also carrying out maintenance on 
important archaeological finds such as the mosaic floors which 
were uncovered in the eastern part of Jerash, formerly a 
residential area, Mr. Zu’bi said. He said the department has 
also discovered Roman cemetries on the western side outside 
the walls of the city near Al Nasr area. In addition, Mr. Zu'bi 
said, the department renovated some rooms and the 
amphitheatre at the house-racing arena south of the dty. 
During 1994, said Mr. Zu'bi, the department will renovate the 
Temple of Artemis and the arc over its gate in cooperation 
with the Italian government. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed' 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

4 Exhibition by artist Shawkat Al Rubai’y at the Orfali Art 
Gallery in Una Utbcina (Tel. 826932) 

4 Book exhibition at the Safeway In t ern at i o nal. 

☆“Permanent” exhibition of 54 Arab contemporary artists at 
Darat Al Ftmun of the Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation in 
Jabal Luweibdeh (Tel. 64325 U2). 

lectures 

4 Lecture in Arabic entitled “The Crisis of Arab Resistance to 
Israel in the Wake of the Settlement” by Lebanese Sheikh 
Mohammad Hassan Al Amin at Abdul H a mee d Sboman 
Foundation in Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

4 Lecture in Arabic entitled “The Horizons of Gcnmn-Arab 
Relations’* by Dr. Abedisdd Aba Hantash at Goetbe-Institnt at 
7:00 p.m. 

SEMINAR 

'fr Seminar on the right* of Jordanian women and children based 
on two reports Jordan presented to the U.N. Homan Rights 
Commission and Child Rights Commission. The seminar win 
be held at the Royal Cultural Centre at 6:30 p.m. 

DRAMA 

☆ Drama in Arabic entitled “The Night of the Burial of an 
Artist” at the Royal Cultural Centre at &00 p.m. 


Ordeal of Indian farmworkers in 3rd month 


By Snhair Obeidat 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Nearly 125 Indi- 
an farmworkers at odds with 
their employer in the Jordan 
Valley marked two months 
Friday of a crisis which found 
them spending almost the en- 
tire winter with whatever 
shelter they could find in the 
garden and garage of their 
country’s diplomatic mission 
in Amman. 

The crisis, kept under di- 
plomatic wraps until now 
with hopes of an amicable 
settlement, is feared to 
mushroom and bring about 
negative repercussions on the 
traditionally cordial rela- 
tionship between Jordan and 
India if Indian politicians ger 
winds of the affair and man- 
ipulate it, observers say. 

The workers are employed 
at the expansive farm of 
Mohammad Abdul Qader 
Sbaheen in South Shouneh. 

According to the workers, 
who are refusing to return to 
their employer until their de- 
mands for back pay and bet- 
ter working conditions are 
met, they are no nearer to 
solving their problem than 
they were when they fled 
their -workplace and sought 
refuge at the Indian embassy 
two months ago. 

They complain of “near 
slavery'* working conditions 
and say that the employer is 
refusing to entertain any of 
their demands, which are: 
immediate settlement of past 
wages and benefits, better 
drinking water and accom- 
modations and an improve- 


ment in wages. 

No comment was available 
from Mr. Shaheen. Repeated 
calls to the farm went un- 
answered. 

The workers’ version of the 
dispute is: 

— Their wages are JD2.5 
dinars for 10 hours of work 
per day. Part of the wages — 
an average of JD25 per 
month — is deducted by the 
employer to pay for their 
airfare to and from Jordan 
(JD600 every two years). 

In addition, another JD75 
is deducted annually to pay 
for their work and residence 
permits. Thus, the net daily 
wage is around less than 
JD1.5. 

Tne woi/ers say that they 
were not aware of such re- 
ductions when they accepted 
the job offers made through 
an employment agency based 
in New Delhi. 

They have no proper em- 
ployment contracts except 
those drawn up after they 
arrived here. 

(Endorsement of employ- 
ment contracts by the di- 
plomatic mission in the coun- 
try of employment is a prere- 
quisite for the Indian im- 
migration authorities before 
allowing workers to leave In- 
dia. Apparently in the case of 
the Jordan Valley workers, 
that procedure was not fol- 
lowed). 

(As a rule, employers sign 
an undertaking to pay the 
airfare as well as the work 
and residence permits for 
their employees while they 
obtain Ministry of Interior 
permission to bring foreign 


workers into the country). 

Bad living conditions are 
another complaint of the 
workers. They say that they 
are given plastic houses, 
which can otter little protec- 
tion against the difficult 
weather conditions in the Jor- 
dan Valley, and their drink- 
ing water comes from a mud- 
dy fish pond nearby. Most of 
the workers say they have 
severe stomach ailments be- 
cause of polluted water they 
consume. 

— The employer holds 
back several months of pay 
from the workers so that he 
can pay for anyone's airfare 
home at the slightest resist- 
ance against the working con- 
ditions. Dozens have been 
deported over the past years 
when they demanded im- 
provements, the workers say. 

Now, the workers are 
afraid that if they go back to 
the employer he would use 
the back pay to buy them 
tickets and deport them with- 
out settling their dues. 

— The workers have to 
work on the basis of daily 
wages; meaning seven days a 
week with no paid holiday. 
The employer offers them 
two paid holidays every year 
during ‘Eid Al Fitr and ‘Eid 
Al Adha. 

The workers first brought 
their grievances to the Indian 
embassy in late December. 
The embassy launched con- 
tacts with Mr. Shaheen while 
asking the workers to go back 
to the farm. The employer, 
according to the workers, did 
not refute the facts in the 


case, but only undertook to 
the embassy that be would try 
to improve the quality of 
drinking water available to 
the workers. 

On Jan. 18, the workers 
say. they fled the farm after 
the employer forced them to 
put their thumb impressions 
on a piece of paper, allegedly 
a collective employment con- 
tract. 

They have not gone back 
since then, hoping that the 
embassy would be able to 
settle their problem. 

After failing to secure the 
employer's agreement to the 
workers' demands, and in the 
face of the workers’ refusal to 
return to him before their 
demands are met, the embas- 
sy took up the matter with 
the Ministty of Foreign 
Affairs, and through it. with 
the Ministry of Interior and 
the Ministry of Labour. 

After several rounds of 
meetings involving ministry 
officials, embassy representa- 
tives and Mr. Shaheen, the 
real catch in the dispute 
emerged; Jordan's Labour 
Law is not applicable to the 
agriculture sector and, as 
such, there is little the gov- 
ernment can do to help the 
workers. 

The Ministry of Labour 
advised the workers to return 
to their place of employment, 
pending a ministry investiga- 
tion of their working condi- 
tions and the facilities other 
employers in the Jordan Val- 
ley offer to their employees. 

The workers have refused 
to accept the ministry recom- 
mendation, saying they had 


no guarantee that the em- 
ployer would not deport a 
few of diem to intimidate the 
rest to accept his terms and 
conditions. They say that in 
February, 19 of their co- 
workers were deported upon 
Mr’ Shaheen's request. 

Instead, they have come up 
with a compromise: 

— The employer settles 
their outstanding dues im- 
mediately. Some of the work- 
ers are owed up to eight 
months' pay. 

— The employer, if he 
wants to retain them on his 
payroll, has to pay a mini- 
mum wage of JD2.5 per day 
and pay all expenses, includ- 
ing airfare and local work and 
residence permit charges on 
his own without taxing the 
workers. 

— If the employer does not 
want to retain the workers, 
then he should repatriate 
them at his own expense as 
he is obliged to under the 
permission given to him by 
the Ministry of Interior. 

— If the option of repatria- 
tion at his expense is un- 
acceptable to him, then the 
employer should release the 
workers so that they can seek 
work at other farms in Jor- 
dan. 

Judging from the results of 
the embassy’s contacts with 
the employer and others, as 
relayed to the workers, none 
of the options is acceptable to 
the employer. In view of the 
non-applicability of the coun- 
try’s labour law to the agricu- 
lture sector, the government 
cannot help either. And 
hence the deadlock. 


"A solution has to be 
found to our problem.” said 
one of the workers. “We 
jiave families to feed." 

“We have come here to 
work and earn a living, not to 
stage a strike or live in the 
courtyard of the embassy." 
said another. 

That much was evident 
from one look at the three- 
metre-by-three-metre room 
where the 120 workers are 
temporarily sheltered. “We 
take shifts to slee>.” ex- 
plained one of then.. 

The direct dispute between 
the workers and their em- 
ployer is only one side of the 
problem. Other concerns are 
how Indian opposition politi- 
cians will handl>- the issue 
once they hear of it. 

Apparently, tne Indian 
embassy here hi- tried its 
best to keep m problem 
from the medir But when 
the issue is expose 1, the Indi- 
an government will come 
under pressure fi am opposi- 
tion to act to irotect the 
interests of the /orkers. 

“Ironically. thin the ball 
will fall back si uarely into ; 
both courts — .hat of the 
embassy here and the Jorda- 
nian government — at the 
same time.” said an observer. 

“The question is: Does the, 
Jordanian government, or the 
Indian government for that 
matter, want to jeopardise ex- 
cellent relations just because, 
one Jordanian employer is un- 
willing to listen to reason?*' 


Joint Jordan- Egypt high 
committee meets this week 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The. Joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian Higher 
Committee meets here this 
week for the first time since 
1990 to streamline relations 
between the two countries 
following the healing of a 
strain caused . by^ the ^Golf 
■cpsis. . .i. j.-' 

.The., meetings' wiU be 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali and his 
Egyptian counterpart Atef 
Sedki and will include several 
members from the two 
cabinets. 

Apart from political issues, 
the agenda for the meetings 
includes existing Jordanian- 
Egyptian projects and possi- 
bilities of future joint ven- 
tures. 

Also determined during 
the meetings will be the 
volume of trade between Jor- 
dan and Egypt. In 1993, 
Egyptian exports to Jordan 
totalled JD 35 million while 
Jordan sold JD 5 million 
worth of its products to 

^Egyptian Minister of Trade 
and Industry Mahmoud 
Awad visited Jordan last 
month and signed an agree- 
ment with his Jordanian 
counterpart Rima Khalaf on 
extending exemptions from 
customs duties for some of 
the products of each other. 

The decision to resume 
regular meetings of the joint 
higher committee was taken 
during a visit to Amman in 
December of Egyptian Fore- 
ign Minister Amr Musa. 

It also followed an im- 
provement of relations sealed 
by a summit meeting of His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
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Abdul Salam Majali 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in November. 

The strain in Jordanian- 
Egyptian ties were caused by 
’conflicting positions adopted 
during the Gulf crisis sparked 
by the August 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The joint committee met 
last a few days before the 
invasion of Kuwait, and, in 
the ensuing strain in rela- 
tions, many of its decisions 
remained unimplemented. 

“There is full agenda for 
discussions, including some 
of the pending issues as well 
as new ideas and proposals 
which have emerged in view 
of the progress made in the 
Middle East peace process," 
said an official. 

In addition to a regular 
flow of trade, Jordan and 
Egypt also set up joint pro- 
jects, including a maritime 
transport company which 
operates the feny route be- 
tween Aqaba and Nuweibeh. 

While the joint projects 
continued their functions 
without much hindrance, dis- 
cussions on consolidating 
their activities and following 
up on a series of agreements 



Atef Sedki 

in tourism, exchange of ex- 
pertise and technology etc, 
remained frozen. 

One notable exception was 
the implementation of an 
agreement to link the power 
networks of the two countries 
and a broader accord involv- 
ing Turkey, Iraq and Syria. 

The main focus of talks 
that Mr. Musa had during his 
Amman visit in December 
was bilateral relations with 
particular attention on reviv- 
ing the joint higher commit- 
tee. 

“The state of relations be- 
tween Jordan and Egypt has 
been abnormal but now 
things have been put back on 
track,” said an official, after 
Mr. Musa's visit. “There 
always was a minimum level 
of cooperation despite the 
unfortunate differences 
caused by the Gulf crisis, but 
that was not simply enough.” 

Among the issues on the 
table for the higher commit- 
tee are also the situation of 
Egyptian workers in Jordan 
and the status of Jordanian 
students studying in Egyptian 
universities. 


8-year-old found brutally killed 


By Raira Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An eight-year- 
old boy from the northern ' 
town of Zarqa, reported mis- 
sing since March 12, has been 
found brutally murdered af- 
ter possible sexual assault, 
police and family sources said 
Friday. 

The battered bedy r A the 
boy, identified o.ily as 
Ahmad M. * , *-.as disco- 
vered four days after he was 
reported missing near Al 
Hashmiyeh area in Zarqa by 
a family who went picnicking 
on Wednesday, family 
sources said. 

“The head of the boy and 
other parts were severed,” a 
family member told the Jor- 
dan Times. “Police removed 
the body and returned it to 
the family after autopsy.” 
The family buried the body 
Thursday. 

While police would only 
confirm the discovery of the 
body and that the boy was 


murdered, relatives said the 
boy appeared to have been 
sodom ised before he was kil- 
led. 

Another family member 
said there were some indica- 
tions the boy could have been 
gang-raped and brutalised 
before he was killed. 

“It is too early to predict 
anything " the source said. 
“But their is strong evidence 
that the boy was raped before 
he was killed.” 

A police source said the 
authorities were investigating 
the crime and declined furth- 
er comments into the case. 

Ahmad, the only son of the 
family, was reported missing 
when he failed to return after 
playing with his friends near 
his house. 

It was the second such inci- 
dent reported in a one-year 
period. In June of 1993, a 
nine-year-old boy who was 
reported missing in Russeifeh 
was also found brutally mur- 
dered with possible sexual 
assaults. 


A 20-year-old cousin was 
later tried and convicted of 
the killing and was sentenced 
to death. 

Convict executed 

An Egyptian national con- 
victed of first degree murder 
was hanged in Swaqa prison 
early Thursday. It was the 
second execution in Jordan 
this year. 

Police officials said 
Mohammad Ahmad Abdul 
Al Jawad Moharram. a farm 
worker, was found guilty of 
killing a 30-year-old Jorda- 
nian man in a dispute over a 
woman. 

According to court papers,' 
Moharram was in love with 
the daughter of his farmow^ 
ner, but the father rejected 
his bid to marry her. 

Moharram suspected that a 
cousin of the girt who wanted 
to marry her was behind the 
rejection of his suit and stab- 
bed him to death, according 
to court papers. 


Minister denies reports of 
Jordan- Israel maritime plan 


AMMAN (Petra) — T ra ns port 
minister Adeeb Halasa Friday 
denied reports about a 
Jordanian-Israeli plan to 
launch maritime cooperation 
in the Gulf of Aqaba. 

Reports in the Israeli media 
alleging that he made state- 
ments about such cooperation 
are totally groundless, said the 
minister upon his return from 
an international meeting on 
world transport held in Crete. 

The Jordanian delegation to 
the Crete conference made no 
contact whatsoever with the 
Israeli delegation taking part in 


that meeting and the Israeli 
media reports are baseless and 
have no truth in them, added 
Mr. Halasa. 

The conference, held be- 
tween March 14 and 17 discus- 
sed transport and transit issues 
and international routes, espe- 
cially those leading to east and 
central European nations, 
according to Mr. Halasa. 

The meeting, added the 
minister, set up three commit- 
tees to help ' settle various 
issues and topics on the agen- 
da. 

The first committee discus- 
sed matters of security and 


Meeting seeks alternative 
to ozone- depleting 
industrial materials 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Delegates 
from Arab and foreign coun- 
tries will meet in Amman on 
Tuesday for a three-day con- 
ference on the use of alterna- 
tive industrial materials to gas- 
emitting substances considered 
harmful to the ozone layer, 
according to a statement by the 
Ministry of Municipal and Ru- 
ral Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Friday. 

Industries, including those in 
Jordan, have been using mate- 
rials, especially in refrigeration 
and air conditioning processes, 
that cause further depletion of 
the ozone layer and contribute 
to global warming, said the 
ministry. 

It said the 60 delegates to the 
meeting wilt also discuss inter- 
national transportation of in- 
dustrial materials and public 
safety precautions involved. 

The statement said the Jor- 
dan Petroleum Refinery Com- 
pany (JPRC) is currently pro- 


ducing substitutes to ozone- 
depleting materials and is sup- 
plying them to various Jorda- 
nian firms. 

The JPRC has benefited 
from a SI. 8 million fund allo- 
cated for Jordan by the Mon- 
treal Protocol fund. 

An international conference 
held in Thailand in November 
1993 io discuss the imple- 
mentation of the 1987 Mon- 
treal Protocol allocated S5 10 
million for a special fund to 
help countries reduce their in- 
dustries’ reliance on harmful 
materials between 1994 and 
1996. 

Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affaire and the Environ- 
ment Ahmad Akaileh told a 
two-day seminar in Amman 
last December that a survey 
conducted on the industries 
using ozone-depleting mate- 
rials showed that Jordan has 
been consuming 650 tonnes of 
such materials. 


Palestinian opposition grows 


(Continued from page I0>> 


Strictly monitored road 
blocs and the threat of cur- 
fews continue to hang over 
the villages, towns and cities 
of the occupied territories. 

Access to Jerusalem is still 
not possible for most Palesti- 
nians with West Bank identi- 
fication papers. Special per- 
mits are only granted to a 
few. 

"The people have lost 
hope somehow after this mas- 
sacre, which has had an un- 
precedented impact on the 
population. I doubt that 
things will ever be the same 
again,” said Jan Abu Shakra, 
who runs the Palestine Hu- 
man Rights Information Cen- 
tre (PHRIC) out of an office 
in East Jerusalem. 

“There is a certain numb- 
ness in the atmosphere and, 
more importantly, a final loss 
of faith in the peace process," 
Mrs. Abu Shakra said. Peo- 
ple were losing hope before 
the massacre because of the 
unwillingness of the Israelis 
to take concrete steps to end 


the occupation, but now it is 
more than that. It seems cer- 
tain that the peace process 
has failed." 

Although Palestinian tech- 
nical committees continue to 
meet at the National Palace 
Hotel and in the Orient 
House in Jerusalem to work 
on securing Palestinian 
sovereignty, the members of 
the committees are critical of 
the ongoing process. 

“It is wrong for us to go 
back to the negotiating table 
now,” said member of the 
Palestinian team to the multi- 
lateral environment talks Dr. 
Abdul Malik Al Jaber. "The 
Israelis have not changed 
their behaviour in the occu- 
pied territories. As far as we 
are concerned that’s not good 
enough. Even if the U.S. and 
others pressure (the PLO) 
back to the table, it will be 
bound to fail again under 
these conditions. (Israel) has 
to prove to us that (it) is 
sincere and so far (it has) not 
done so.” 


protection to personnel in- 
volved in transport; the second 
tackled issues related to the 
environment and infrastruc- 
ture: and the third committee 
addressed cooperation in 
transport among the concerned 
nations. 

He said that the conference 
statistics revealed that 50.IXK1 
people die and 200.UH) others 
.are injured annually as a result 
of transportation operations in 
Europe. 

He said Arab European de- 
legations took part in the meet- 
ing. 


Electric fault 
sparks minor 
blaze at Saudi 
residence 

By Sa'eda Kflani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Fire broke out 
at the Saudi ambassador's re- 
sidence in Um Uthaina dis- 
trict of Amman on Friday 
evening but caused no casual- 
ties. a Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) official said. 

The official. Captain 
Abdul Raouf Maaytah. said 
the fire was sparked by a 
faulty circuit in an electric 
heater that was switched on 
by the Egyptian janitor of the 
diplomatic residence. 

The sprawling villa has 
been vacant since late 1990. 
when Riyadh recalled its 
ambassador from Amman 
following a strain in relations 
caused by the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait. The Egyptian 
janitor and a Sri Lankan 
maid live in the sprawling, 
villa as caretakers, neigh- 
bours said. Capt. Maaytah 
said the Egyptian fainted dur- 
ing the short blaze in the 
living room, but recovered 
afterwards and was in a good 
condition. “It was a minor 
fire of the type that occurs in 
many households,” said 
Capt. Maaytah. head of the 
CDD's public relations de- 
partment. He said a televi- 
sion. a video recorder and the 
airconditioner were com- 
pletely burnt out and there 
was no major damage. 


Officials curb 
Al Aqsa entry 

(Continued from page I) 

place in Nablus, the West 
Bank's largest town. Hospital 
officials said seven Palestinians 
were wounded- 

Protests also erupted at two 
West Bank Universities. Bir 
Zeit and Bethlehem, with sol- 
diers firing tear-gas and rubber 
bullets to disperse students. 

At Bir Zeit. a traditional 
hotbed of protest, about a 
thousand demonstratinc stu- 
dents burned tyres, barricaded 
roads and stoned an army out- 
post to protest the killings. 
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Smoke, no fire 

THE BO VI BSHELL that the minister of health, 
Abdul R ahim Maihas, dropped last month 
about the state of food and medicine in the 
country rekindled awareness and concern ab- 
out prjiic safety. For a while there was 
considerable hope that at last the government 
would do something drastic about unfit food 
commodities and drugs that our people might 
have been consuming. The heated debate that 
followed led to the belief that solutions to these 
problems were in the pipeline. Since then, 
however, the storm triggered by Dr. Maihas' 
shocking disclosures on the food we eat and the 
drugs administered to the people, has all but 
died down without any sign of concrete action. 

This is not to suggest that there has been a 
deliberate plan to brush the issue under the 
carpet. The real concern is rather centred on 
the fact that not much has been heard from 
either the sponsor of the complaint or the 
government about the follow-up procedures 
dealing with the subject. All available evidence 
points to the fact that the quality of the food the 
people consume and the medicines they use are 
just about the same. A crisis of the size and 
magnitude exposed so bravely by the minister 
cannot and should not be forgotten so quickly 
by either the government or the public. 

• V 1 

The least that Jordanians expect is updated 
information about remedial measures to put 
public safety first. Dr. Maihas himself is 
dutybound to report to the nation about the 
corrective actions taken in the wake of his 
dramatic revelations last month. To cite one or 
two examples: Has anybody from the con- 
cerned authorities visited Jordanian farms to 
check the quality of Jordanian agricultural 
products, especially after several soundings of 
the alarms about the misuse of pesticides and 
insecticides? How about the quality of the air 
Jordanians breathe and water they drink? 

Come to think of it, in spite of ail the 
rhetorical campaigns to phase out black smoke 
billowing from motor vehicles, the streets of 
Amman are still full of carbon and sulphur 
oxides. No one can truly suggest that the 
number of automobiles polluting the capital 
and other Jordanian metropolises with diesel 
smoke has indeed gone down. We see such cars 
roaming the thoroughfares of the country with 
remarkable impunity every minute of the day. 
We have yet to see a traffic patrol issuing 
tickets to violators of the anti-pollution law in 
spite of the periodic noise that the concerned . 
authorities make about their determination to 
root it out and the campaigns they started to do 
just that. Industrial pollution is also still on the 
rise even though the problem has been repe- 
atedly highlighted by His Majesty King Hussein 
himself. All this means that the message about 
the dangers or contamination and pollution has 
yet to be absorbed by the national psyche, and 
until this is done we mnot expect more than 
random expression oi anxiety and concern. 


ara tic prl:*s commentaries 


AL RAT daily predict* J that the V N. Security Council would 
extend the current cm.- ireo ;pmmm Iraq tor another three 
month* because it* incmlv* and the world community ar large 
lz\\ under the U.S.*7.ioniM influence . None Ot the non -aliened 
or If., ic " •lions ».-uld lilt a linger rn dcteisce oi the Iraqi 
m who comt.iu.illy lace sufferin'*, hunger and dc- 
because ol the uinu**t resolution taken h* the 
Council tn Aueusl of 1 ‘WO, said the paper. The 
ales has tak; , i t!;c decision lo slaughter the Arab 
all available mean*, and the embargo on Iraq is hut 
iii us plot against this nation, said ihe daily. The 
. implemented all U N resolutions and .still they 
. lace injustice as Ihe world watches Iraqi children. 
1 old people dvinu due to loud and medicine 
id as ihe Jsl.imic WorM continues :o help the 
L-imvu -'s and its allies to perpetuate the sanctions, 
■onlinucd tic daily. While Washington condones Israel’s 
•nme at th Hebron Mosque and refuses to condemn it. it is 
"lined to pursue all ways (or starving the Iraqis and 
orcii ‘»e smaller nations to follow suit, the paper sjid. It 
*aid that . ■ ’nited States, the strongest nation on earth, is 

arttine an e.n. *»le of immoral*, and criminal altitude for 
:maUcr natio n* lu "nw- 
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Time that government, deputies started soul-searching 


JORDAN'S 12th Parliament marks the end of its first regular 
term this week against a heated debate over prospects for an 
extension of the ordinary session and an extraordinary session. 

Quite understandably, the government wants an extraordin- 
ary session while the deputies want an extension of the regular 
session. And the motivations behind the choices of the 
executive and legislative authorities are clear: The government 
does not want itself to be targeted for parliamentary criticism 
more than the inevitable level that it has to take during the - 
regular sessions, while the elected representatives of the 
people would not like restrictions on their deliberations and 
would (ike to reassert their role as watchdogs of the moves of 
the executive authority. 

Trie C3tch is simple: If the regular session of Parliament is 
extended, then the deputies are free to bring up any subject 
they choose to for discussion on the floor. On the other hand, 
the government could restrict the House to discussing specific 
laws' and issues in an extraordinary session since the Constitu- 
tion says that topics for debate during such a session are 
limited to those defined in the Royal Decree convening it. 

By the looks of things over the weekend, it was unlikely that 
the concerted campaign of some of the parliamentarians will 
succeed in securing an extended regular session. All indica- 
tions were that an extraordinary session would be called 
shortly after the House concludes its regular term. 

In the meantime, it would be a useful exercise for both sides 
to go on a soul-searching exercise to judge how far they have 
been successful in living up to the expectations of the people. 

In my opinion, the government of Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali has managed to outlive all parliamentary 
manoeuvrings and has done a satisfactory job so far, given the 
extraordinary circumstances and conditions that characterise a 
budding democracy in a Third World country like Jordan. 
Indeed, some of those features were and are unique to Jordan, 
and we could hope to see more of the same as we go along. 
That is part and parcel of the experience. 

The Majali government is unfortunate to have been saddled 
with several unpopular and controversial executive decisions, 
including the planned introduction of sales tax — which, 
despite concerted efforts by the government, continues to 
elude popular and parliamentary support — a draft law on the 
insurance sector, and other pieces of legislation. 

At one point, it looked as if the so-called Malhasgate affair 
triggered by the startling allegations raised by Health Minister 
Abdul Rahim Maihas would bring down the Majali govern- 
ment if only because what it put up for public view was 
questions over public health and safety, an issue that has 
toppled many a strong cabinet elsewhere* The Majali govern- 


ment not only survived that crisis but also managed to contain 
its fallout, much to the chargin of many who were rubbing 
their knuckles in glee oveT the discomfiture over the govern- 
ment when the issue went on the floor in the domed 
Parliament house. 

If anything, the endorsement by the House last week of the 
draft law on standards and specifications was very telling of 
how deputies would behave when it comes to decisions that 
would make or break a government. Unlikely forces railed 
behind the government to vote for the law with slight 
amendments. 


“It is welcome news that Dr. Majali is 
contemplating a cabinet reshuffle to 
include some members of Parliament In 
the executive authority. This would be a 
very delicate task, given the nature of 
the structure of Parliamentary blocs as 
well as the postures of some of the 
independent members of the House/ ’ 


Obviously the lessons that we, the electorate, have to learn 
is that moderate forces are gaining increased strength in 
Parliament despite the loud voices that we hear from some of 
the deputies who have not joined the leftist or Islamist camp 
despite being leftist or Islamist in thinking and ideology. 

It is welcome news that Dr. Majali is contemplating a 
cabinet reshuffle to include some members of Parliament in 
the executive authority. This would be very delicate task, 
given the nature of the structure of parliamentary blocs as well 
as the postures of some of the independent members of the 
House. Satisfying the demands of the blocs to the mimmnm 
level that assures him of sufficient parliamentary support is a 
very challenging task that confronts Dr. Majali. Any further 
comment on this would have to await the actual reshuffle, as, 
when and if it takes place. 

However, it would be very interesting to see how the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF), the single largest bloc in the House with 
16 (plus two, if you will) votes, would respond if asked to join 
the government. The questions that such a hypothesis brings 
up are: Will the IAF uphold it ideological and political 
opposition to the peace process and turn down the offer, given 


, . anV retraction of the Jordanian move 
that there cannot be any brael? Qr will it decide 

towards a iKgo&and serie " ^ cxe cativ& authority 

not to waste an oijortuwtyto m fundamental 
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± O^r^d^ne'could discern an emerging axis in 

On the other tiana, one combined voting 

““R MlS idectofdes. ifone^hooses to use that term 
to describe their approaches, and positions of the three |^eoot 
ff anything, they have an overwheln^g 

combination of elements in common than any 
Again, it should be interesting to see "Aether 36 juries 
could come up with a satisfactory compramonof rabinetseats 
that would ensure all their votes go behind the government. 

When one puts the legislature’s performance since Novem- 
be/un^erie magnifying^, the picture that emerges is not 
very colourful or impressive. Newspapers were not exaggerat- 
ing when they headlined that personal dispute were preoc- 
cupying the work of the lawmakers to the extent that 
important pieces of legislation were being held U P or not given 
the right magnitude of importance they deserved during the 

H The s^ a ofaffairs in the House reached such a point that it 
forced His Majesty King Hussein to remind the lawmakers 
that they were veering away from their rightful responsibilities 
and obligations and overlooking many crucial issues. 

Interestingly, the King’s words have had a jolting effect on 
the country. Suddenly we found government-run media chiefs 
coming up with excuses that they were unable to do a feir and 
responsible job without administrative and financial independ- 
ence, companies announcing multi-million dollar pro ject s to 
fight pollution, and journalists and concerned departments 
trying to address the problem of drug addicts. 

Such a response to the King’s pointed observations under- 
lined the very shortcomings of our lawmakers since they 
entered Parliament in November. Hopefully, they have 
learned their lessons in the past five months and we could 
expect an upgraded, pointed and non-nonsense behaviour 
from them soon. That is the least they could do to live up to 
the expectations that the voters attached to their ballot papers 
on Nov. 8. 



THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Peace talks are futile under current formula; 
continued sanctions on Iraq proof of U.S. bias 


Reviewed bv Elia Nasrallah 


QUESTIONS RELATED to 
the 

resumption of the Middle 
East peace process in light of 
:he Israeli comes against the 
Pales!: uanv as well as the 
repercussions of the Hebron 
massacre and domestic affairs 
dominated the topics discus- 
sed b> the local Arabic press 
in the past week. 

Commenting on the Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rubin'*, visit to Washington 
last week. Taher A1 Adwan. 
a columnist in Ai Dustour. 
said that both U.S. President 
Biil Clinton and Mr. Rabin 
are determined to pursue the 
peace process under the 
L'.S.- Israeli alliance spon- 
sorship and to confront any 
moves on rhe part of Russia 
to hold another international 
conference so give an impetus 
to the peace process. We 
have reason to believe, in 
light of the U S. behaviour, 
that she rime has come for an 
international conference 
since Washington has proved 
to be a faithful alls of Israel 
and backer of its occupation, 
said Mr. Adwan. At the same 
time, the past two years of 
parley have proved that the 
Arabs have no trump cards to 
play and win back their 
rights, added the writer. He 
said that it is too early to 
judge the Russian move be- 
cause Moscow 1 has not fol- 
lowed its initiative with a 
serious campaign to held the 
projected conference. 

Mahmoud Rimaui. a col- 


umnist in Al Ra'i. said that 
Mr. Rabin's visit to Washing- 
ton clearly underlines the fact 
that the U.S. sponsorship of 
the Arab-Israeli negotiations 
has met with total failure. It 
is dear that the U.S. and 
Israel are keen on pursuing 
the present line of negotia- 
tions which, the w riter said, is 
clearly in favour of Israel's 
interests. 

The Palestinian people re- 
fuse to resume negotiations 
with Israel unless the world 
community provides ample 
protection to the Palestinian 
people in the face of Israel's 
repression and massacres, 
said Ibrahim Al Absi. a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i daily. The 
settlers must leave Arab 
lands and the Israeli author- 
ities should stop its settle- 
ments' programmes before 
the talks can resume, said the 
writer. 

The PLO is in no position 
to accept any invitations by 
Washington. Moscow or Tel 
Aviv to resume its talks with 
the Jewish state because none 
of these invitations favours 
ihe Palestinians, said Tareq 
Mastrweh.. the U.S. is clear- 
ly trying to benefit Israel’s 
inrerest< while Moscow con- 
siders mutters through 
Washington's views and "in 
support of them, said ihe 
writer. Israel, said the writer, 
is trying to persuade the PLO 
to come w the negotiating 
table by saying that it had 
placed two extremist groups 
in Israel on the list of terrorist 
organisations which are now 


disarmed and banned, but 
the PLO cannot guarantee 
protection for the Palesti- 
nians unless U.N. peacekeep- 
ing troops are stationed in the 
occupied territories. 

It is clear that Washington 
is determined to see the PLO 
and Israel resuming peace 
talks in a bid to separate the 
Palestinians from the rest of 
the Arab parties involved in 
the negotiations, said 
Salameh Ekour in Saw! Al 
Shaab. The writer said that it 
is clear from the U.S.-Israeli 
behaviour that they are in- 
different to a decision by- 
Lebanon. Syria and Jordan to 
suspend the negotiations, but 
they are concerned over talks 
between the PLO and Israel 
because they believe they can 
impose their will on the 
Palestinians. 

Sultan Al Hattab said that 
there was no alternative for 
the Arabs but to resume 
negotiations with Israel and 
seek an end to its occupation 
of Arab land. The columnist, 
who writes for Al Ra'i daily, 
said that Mr. Arafat, who 
falls under pressure ro re- 
sume the negotiations at pre- 
sent. should ding to his de- 
mands for providing protec- 
tion for the Palestinians bur 
should not completely burn 
his boats so that not to dose 
rhe door of the Middle East 
peace negotiations. 

The writer said that Mr. 
Arafat should negotiate u 
better settlement that would 
ensure an end to the suffering 
of the Palestinian people, and 
ensure that the children of 
Palestine go back to school 


and acquire education and 
live a normal life in a free 
country. Those Arabs, who 
demand rhat Mr. Arafat pull 
out completely from the 
negotiations, are relying on 
the defenceless children of 
Palestine and not on Arab 
military strength to liberate 
the occupied lands, added the 
writer. 

In the light of the Hebron 
massacre, ihe Arab masses 
are convinced that they 
should nor resume talks with 
Israel unless protection has 
been guaranteed for the 
Palestinian people, said 
Mohammad Kawash in Al 
Dustour. The writer said that 
the massacre has clearly re- 
vealed the evil intentions of 
the Israeli government, 
which is far from being 
oriented towards peace. 

Once again, the United 
States succeeded in forcing 
the world community to ex- 
tend the embargo on Iraq and 
once ag.’i. 'V'u.S. adminis- 
tration un c..3 its open hostil- 
ity towards A*. Arab Nation., 
said the daily $a~ , Al Shaab 
in a comment on the exten- 
sion of the U.N. sanctions on 
Iraq. The paper said that the 
U.S. is acting out of malice 
and hatred towards the Arab 
people by depriving the Iraqi 
children of food and medi- 
cine and causing infectious 
diseases to annihilate tens of 
thousands of people. Once 
again, added the paper, the 
U.N. Security Council proves 
i! is serving as a too! in the 
hands of the United States 
and adopting double stan- 
dards in dealina with world 
issues. 
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Right-wing march on 
Homeland: victory or rout? 


By David Tucker 
Reurer 

JOHANNESBURG — Neo- 
Nazi leader Eugene Terre 
Blanche described the right- 
wing march into Bophuthats- 
wana as a “brilliant victory". 

But a bloody shambles 
would be.-more apt a descrip- 
tion of the. white right wing's" 
humiliation at the. hands of 
black South Africans in the 
Homeland, now under the 
control of Pretoria and the 
multi-party transitional ex- 
.ecutive council. 

The rightists marched into 
Bophuthatswana in support 
of its leader Lucas Mangope. 
who had defied calls from 
Pretoria and the African 
National Congress (ANC) to 
participate in South Africa's 
first all-race elections at the 
end of April. 

Pretoria sent in its troops 
and took over rhe homeland 
at the weekend when Mr. 
Mangope refused to guaran- 
tee free election campaigning 
in Bophuthatswana. 

Terre Blanche's private 
army of troopers, some in 
camouflage garb emblazoned 
with his Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement's (AWB) 
Swastika-like insignia, were 
outgunned by homeland 
security forces they believed 
were going to provide them 
with arms. 

South Africa's army, often 
accused of being right-wing 
obeyed without hesitation 
Pretoria's commands to res- 
tore order in the conservative 
Homeland. 

Bill Sass. co-director of the 
independent Institute for De- 
fence Policy, said the ex- 
treme right had been taught a 
short sharp lesson bv its abor- 
tive intervention in rhe 
Homeland. 

"As far as the right are 
concerned. I think they will 
have at least realised they are 
not able to take on armed 
formations and police. It's 
dear the right wing is not as 
heavily armed as we think." ■ 
he said. 

The AWB s shotguns and 
"soft-skinned" pick up trucks 
were no match for the assault 
rifles and light armour home- 
land forces used against 
tfiern. Rightwingers, some in 
r-shrns and jeans rather than 
military garb, said they had 
been told thev would be 
issued with weapons after 
obeying the mobilisation call. 

South Africa's former 
army chief general Consrand 
Viljoen withdrew his force of 
several thousand Afrikaner 
volksfront righrwineers after 
it became clear that 'the more 
radical right was out of con- 
trol. 

Random drive-bv shear- 
ings of black civilians in the 
homeland capital Mmabatho 
and its twin town Mafikene 
and the execution-stvle kin; 

Y hit f n S h f lin- 
gers by Homeland police had 
turned tntervention inro 


anarchy. 

Any welcome the rightists 
may have had from be- 
leaguered Bophuthatswana. 
itself a point of dispute be- 
tween Terre Blanche and Vil- 
joen and then Homeland 
leaders, had dearly run out. 

One Volksfront member, 
interviewed by local radio. 
• described the- AWB as cow- 
boys. 

“They wouldn’t take 
orders... they were out of 
control." he said, adding that 
the AWB had started shoot- 
ing as soon as they left the 
Mmabatho airstrip where 
they were briefly based. 

Mr. Sass. a former army 
brigadier, said he believed 
the radical right might go 
underground and form “ter- 
rorist cells." 

“I don't think they will try 
again and engage in this kind 
of show of force... They don't 
have the weaponry and com- 
mand and control to handle 
it." he said. 

He expected “flag-waving 
to increase, the number of 
conservative municipalities 
declaring their loyalty to the 
Volkstaat (Afrikaner Home- 
land) to grow, and more 
'occupations' of historic Afri- 
kaner sites by white private 
armies." 

Right-wing Afrikaners are 
demanding their own home- 
land in post-apartheid South 
Africa. But the right-wing 
movement has split over 
whether or not to take part in 
the April polls. 

Mr. Viljoen has announced 
that he had quit as co-leader 
of the Volksfront after reg- 
istering candidates for a new 
. party. 

Bophuthatswana had been 
part of a freedom alliance of 
white separatists and black 
autonomy-seeking homeland 
leaders. 

Simon Baynham. senior re- 

31 f , he Pretoria- 
based Africa Institute, said 
he also believed the radical 
right might be forced under- 
ground to wage guerrilla war 
J n . lhe same manner as the 
Irish Republican Army in 
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but the white right can cause 
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g| Schindler’s List - no thank you 


By G.H. Jansen 
NICOSIA. Cyprus — I will 
■not he seeing the Spielherc 
film "Schindler's List." the 
film on the Holocaust which 
is nor to be shown in Jordan, 
hut is going to open in Cyprus 
in a charily premier on Mon- 
day evening, patronised bv 
the First Lady. 1 will be 
staying away not because 
Spielberg's two last films, 
though hugely successful and 
profitable." were childish and ‘ 
sentimental and. basically. • 
rubbishy, nor because the 
"List" is a "weepy" — a 
three hanky weepy evidently. 
No. this is a serious film, 
perhaps even a good one. so 
reasons for staying away 
should be serious. 

1 was familiar with the 
story of Schindler because, 
some years ago ! read the 
original book. "Schindler's 
Arc." a much better title than 
"Schindler's List." one of the 
t several fine novels produced 
by that fine novelist Thomas 
Kenneuly. perhaps the best 
novelist writing today in En- 
glish. That book was not a 
"weepy": it was. if anything, 
bracing and inspiring. And 
therein lies my objection to 
the film and’ to its back- 
ground. 

The film is part of the 
sentimental and emotional 
exploitation of the Holocaust 
that has been sedulously fos- 
tered by the Jewish state of 
Israel — exploited to the last 
tear drop and to the last 
dollar that could he extracted 
in sympathy for the victims. 

1 am not one of those who 
say. crazily, that the Holo- 
caust never happened, it did. 
and even the word "tragedy" 
is inadequate to describe it: 
"catastrophe" perhaps, but- 
not a natural catastrophe be- 
cause it was a highly unnatu- 
ral catastrophe. But just as 
unnatural is the exploitation 
of the event that was to be- 
come what may be called the 
"Holocaust industry Li- 
mited." managing director 
Simon Wiesenthal. the Nazi 
hunter of men in their seven- 
, ties and eighties, with deputy 
'director Elie Wiesel. Nobel 
laureate. 

In late !%() 1 happened to 
be making the first of my 
periodic visits to Israel, which . 
the Iscaeji authorities are, 
now making more and more 
difficult, when the industry 
was being founded. Eich- 
mann had" been, criminally. 


abducted from Argentina and 
was in Jerusalem awaiting 
trial. At that time the Isracfi 
government discovered that 
the Israeli public was not all 
that exercised in mind by the 
Eichmann affair and. what 
was worse, the younger gen- 
eration of Israelis, when they 

were not bored by it. felt that 
the Jews of Europe who had 
meekly gone like lambs to the 
slaughter in the 'death camps, 
without much resistance, had 
been cowards. (A feeling 
they shared with no less a 
personage than Mahatma 
Gandhi who believed that the 
Jews of Europe should have 
at least offered muss passive 
resistance) Death camp survi- 
vors bearing their camp num- 
bers tataoed on their left 
arms were roughed up by 
Israeli-born sabfa youth be- 
cause. by still being alive, 
they were thought to have 
somehow let down those who 
had parished. Israelis, tired 
of the exploitation of the 
Holocaust, which they call 
"Shoah." jokingly say. 
"There is no business like 
Shoah business." 

The decision was then 
taken to launch a vast multi- 
media enlightenment cam- 
paign about the Holocaust, 
brainwashing really, which 
continues till today and of 
which films like “Schindler's 
List" fora part. The film had 
its premier in Jerusalem a few 
days after its world premier. 

This location and timing is 
pan of the widespread belief 
that, somehow, there is a 
linkage, almost a causal con- 
nection. between the Holo- 
caust and the state of Israel: 
which does not. necessarily, 
exist. As we have seen. Israel 
adopted the Holocaust 
twelve years after the state 
was founded and us a result 
of the Eichmann trial and. of 
course, the Holocaust took 
place 5(1 years after the Zion- 
ists began their campaign to 
capture Palestine and to 
make it into a Jewish state. 

The Holocaust memorial in 
Jerusalem. Yad Vashem. was 
set up soon after the state's 
foundation and since then 
just about every visitor to the 
Holy City is wheeled in and 
shown around (as visitors to 
Delhi are taken willy-nilly to 
the cremation spot of Gan- 
dhi. But ’ho great’ fuss Was 
made over the Holocaust as 
an event till the Eichmann 
trial and the establishment of 


Israel, PLO continue contacts 


(Continued from page 1) 


spots. The 450 settlers now live 
in six buildings scattered 
among the 110,000 Palestinians 
in Hebron. 

Israel has rejected PLO de- 
mands to post armed foreign 
troops in the city. Mr. Rabin 
also is against evacuating Heb- 
ron or any other settlements 
before a final peace settlement 
is reached. 

He has proposed Arab 
police be deployed in Hebron, 
provided they are under Israeli 
authority. 

He rold journalists in Rome 
tm Thursday that Israeli settle- 
ment in Hebron was “stupid” 
and he was weighing taking 
further steps but did not elabo- 
rate. 

Rabbi Moshe Levinger, a 
founder of the Hebron settle- 
ment, responded angrily to the 
reports. Mr. Levinger accused 
Mr. Rabin of “insulting our 
forefathers and all Israeli his- 
tory." 

Israel has as many as 1,500 
troops in Hebron to protect 
settlers and the army’s pre- 
sence often leads to clashes 
with Palestinians. At least II 


Palestinians have been killed in 
clashes with the army since the 
Feb. 25 massacre. 

Norwegian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Terry Larsen, as part 
of a scheme to get the PLO and 
Israel to resume their talks, has 
proposed that Mr. Peres and 
Mr. Arafat meet Sunday in 
Cairo. 

Mr. Larsen has spent the last 
week in Tunis trying to coax 
the Palestinians bad: to the 
negotiations. 

Mr. Larsen was a key figure 
in the secret negotiations that 
produced the Sept. 13 peace 
accord between Israel and die 
PLO on limited autonomy for 
the Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

Mr. Larsen reportedly se- 
cured a pledge Wednesday 
from Mr. Rabin to remove 
some settlers from Hebron. 
PLO officials said Mr. Larsen 
had also gained Israeli accept- 
ance of a proposal for joint 
Israeli- Palestinian police pat- 
rols in Hebron and joint admi- 
nistration of the town. 

The added measures. 


Security Council split on Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 

France and its backers want 
to amend the standard state- 
ment issued after each 60-day 

review of the sanctions. 

But the end result could well 
be no statement, said Britain’s 
Ambassador Sir David Han- 
nay. 

The statement, which must 
be approved by all 15 council 
members, carries no legal 
weight but discussions on it 
reflect a growing split on how 
to handle Iraq in the fixture. 

The council will not consider 
lifting the oil embargo against 
Iraq until the U.N. Special 
Commission, in charge of re- 
moving all of Baghdad's 
weapons of mass destruction, 
has completed its work. 

) But divisions have been evi- 
dent for months with key mem- 
bers balking at American and 
British hardline positions on 
eventually lifting the oil 
embargo. 

Some council members, who 
might have backed France, 
were angered by a letter from 
Iraq’s Deputy Prime Minister 


Tareq Aziz, currently in New 
York lobbying council mem-_ 
bers. 

The letter threatened further' 
unspecified action unless there 
is movement towards lifting 
the oil embargo. 

Mr. Aziz also accused the 
special commission of dragging 
its heels and of failing to 
announce a date for the start of 
implementation of long-term 
monitoring of Iraqi facilities 
capable of use for both civilian 
and military purposes. 

“It was a very unfortunate 
letter and X think everyone 
agrees with that,” Mr. Hannay 
said. 

The oil embargo is linked to 
compliance on Security Coun- 
cil weapons demands. Most 
council members, including 
France, will probably also in- 
sist that Iraq recognise Kuwait 
before the embargo is eased. 

But the United States, back- 
ed in part by Britain, wants 
many other issues linked to 
lifting Iraqi exports, not con- 
tained in a 1991 Golf war 
ceasefire resolution. 


the Holocaust industry. 

It did not take the Israelis 
long to find out that the 
Holocaust industry worked, 
it paid off. by producing 
favourable political and eco- 
nomic results. Politically, by 
going back to the past suffer- 
ings of the Jews in central and 
eastern Europe, it convinced 
that the Jews from there had 
to be found a home else- 
where. in Palestine for inst- 
ance. And the tale of past 
sufferings diverted attention 
from the fact that creating the 
new state had reduced three- 
quarters of a million of the 
'native inhabitants of Pales- 
- tine to the status of homeless 
refugees. 

Likewise, the tales of past 
sufferings backed up claims 
for reparations, which are 
still being paid, and it also 
softened hearts to produce - 
generous contributions to the 
hew state. 

Little wonder then that a 
new large museum of the 
Holocaust has been located 
in Washington, improbably, 
because Jews were never 
persecuted in the U.S.. 
rather the opposite, but. 
cleverly, because it helped 
indoctrinate the constituents 
of the American congress- 
men who year after year vote 
to donate billions of dollars 
of the American taxpayers’ 
money to support Israel. 

So much then for the ex- 
ploitation of the Holocaust, 
cynical and sickmaking. 

Yet inside Israel the Holo- 
caust industry was a failure. 
It should have sensitised 
Israelis to the horrors of rac- 
ism and racist violence which 
it has failed to do because, as 
the Hebron mosque massacre 
revealed, there are in the 
country groups of violent ra- 
cists. like the mass murderer 
Baruch Goldstein, whose 
admirers consider him a hero 
and whose grave has become 
a place of pious pilgrimage. 
Furthermore, two weeks ago 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin tried to bring into his 
cabinet the Tsomet party that 
advocates the wholesale de- 
portation of the Palestinian 
people from Israel and Pales- 
tine... shades of the mass 
deportations of Jews in 
Europe. 

The second reason why I 
will not lie' seeing “Schind- 
ler's List" is its present tim- 
ing. It is sheer hud luck for 
the film that it should he 


according to one official who 
declined to be identified, entail 
a Red Cross presence in the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
as a way of satisfying PLO 
demands for protection of 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Arafat summoned the 
PLO executive committee to a 
meeting late Thursday to con- 
sider the Norwegian-mediated 
proposals. But afteT three 
hours, the committee decided 
to postpone a decision until 
after the Security Council 
meeting, said Mr. Ghosheh. 

Mr. Ghosheh said that under 
the present circumstances, the 
package “is unacceptable be- 
cause it is a far cry from our 
demands for security and safe- 
ty for our people." 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Rabin 
met on Friday for a second 
time since Mr. Rabin returned 
late on Thursday night from a 
trip dedicated to urging re- 
sumption of the peace talks in 
Washington and at the Vati- 
can. 

Mr. Peres said before the 
meeting he was concerned over 
the location of settlers amid 
Palestinians in Hebron. 

Asked if Israel was consider- 
ing moving the settlers from 
five areas of settlement in Heb- 
ron into one area in the city, 
Mr. Peres said: 

“There is no doubt that the 
deployment is awful. We are 


released just after the Jewish 
settler Goldstein, with an 
accomplice as it now appears, 
gunned down over 40 Palesti- 
nians. including children, 
praying in the mosque at 
Hebron. A crime, a mass 
murder that the Israelis have 
tried to gloss over by ascrib- 
ing it to a single madman 
when it is the product of a 
climate that tolerates racial 
intolerance in a whole sector 
of Israeli society. It shows 
that the sufferings of the Jews 
in the Holocaust have taught 
the citizens of the Jewish 

state nothing — except that 
they can get away with be- 
having not very differently 
from their former persecu- 
tors. Since the mosque mas- 
sacre more Palestinian civi- 
lians have been killed by 
army gunfire than the Israelis 
say were killed in the mosque 
by the settlers: the killings 
are going on and on. They 
are quantitatively very diffe- 
rent from the Holocaust hut 
qualitatively and morally 
much the same thing. 

Over which killings should 
spectators in Cyprus shed 
tears: over killings that took 
place 5U years ago in Ger- 
many and Poland or over 
killings happening now in 
next door Palestine? 

The behaviour of the 
Israelis over the last few 
years proves the truth of 
Sommerset Maugham's opin- 
ion. once dismissed as cynic- 
al. that suffering does not 
necessarily ennoble and that 
it is just as likely to coarsen 
and degrade. 

Will “Schindler's List” 
have the effect of impressing 
this truth on its Israeli view- 
ers? Will it make them look 
at themselves and what they 
are doing: possibly hut not 
probably? Yet surely, if Israel 
has enjoyed the benefits it 
has extracted front the crimes 
committed against Jew’s if 
should he prepared to accept 
responsibility for crimes com- 
mitted by Jews on another 
people. 

Spielberg is reported to 
have said 'that he did not 
know what the subject of his 
next film would be. Promptly 
the writers of letters to the 
editor of British newspapers 
suggested that he might con- 
sider making an epic film on 
the sufferings of the Palesti- 
nians. if he does that then the 
two films would he worth 
watching, together. 


A bridge of cultures 


Young Japanese exchange technical 
skills for experience of life in the Mideast 


By Ian Atalia ■ 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tomoe Muraka- 
mi's stay in Jordan has taken 
her a bit beyond the paths and 
people known to most foreign 
visitors. She lives in one of the 
poorest sections of Aqaba, and 
works as a handicrafts instruc- 
tor in the citizen Vocational 
Training Centre. Her students 
come from Aqaba, the sur- 
rounding villages and the 
badia. 

Ms. Murakami is working in 
Jordan through the Japanese 
Overseas Cooperation Volun- 
teers (JOCV) programme, 
which is sponsored by the 
Japanese Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. She is among 34 JOCV 
volunteers in Jordan, mainly 
serving as specialised instruc- 
tors for schools, vocational 
centres and universities as 
technical consultants, and as 
nurses. 

Miyuki Kawashima, an ex- 
volunteer, worked as a special 
education teacher for the 
Young Muslim Women's Asso- 
ciation (YMWA). 

“I came back to visit because 
I miss the cooking here," she 
said lightheartedly. “I teamed 
some Arabic cooking from my 
Iraqi friend in the institution.” 

She has not lost any enthu- 
siam about her experiences in 
Jordan: “If there were a place 
for me," she said, “I would 
love to come back and work 
here. I enjoyed every day of if. 
visiting friends, learning the 
Arabic language and Arabic 
cooking — every day learning 
something new." 

The volunteers’ two-year 
stay can be a very difficult trial, 
however, some of them said. 

Yukari Hida insisted that 
■she was happy so far — “But,” 
she added in a low voice, “it's 
been a difficult two months 
here." 

“We have some experience 
and knowledge, but not always 
enough to' deal with such a 
different culture,” explained 
Ketsuke Nakashima, who also 
works as a special education 
teacher at the YMWA. “It 
takes some time for us and our 
Jordanian co-workers to get to 
know each other.” 

Some female volunteers told 
the Jordan Times that they had 
faced harassment on the streets 
of the communities in which 
they lived and worked. 

“This is a big problem the 


women volunteers have here.” 
said Ms. Murakami. “Harass- 
ment from young men and 
boys — even stonethrowing." 

In addition, there is the bar- 
rier of language. 

“They cannot speak any 
Arabic at first." said Takashi 
Ito, a JOCV coordinator. “Af- 
ter the first five to six months, 
they can communicate some- 
what in Arabic." 

The JOCV programme, 
which was established in 1965. 
currently counts some _ 2,000 
volunteers working in 50 de- 
veloping countries. Its official 
objective is to send skilled 
workers “to cooperte. in unity 
wirh the people of developing 
areas, in the economic and 
social development of the 
areas." 


ten,'' she said. But as a general 
rule, "doctors here don't want 
opinions from nurses — they 
want obedience." 

Another factor, suggested 
Ms. Murakami, was that Ms. 
Takahashi was the first-ever 
JOCV volunteer to work at the 
Jerash Hospital. 

“In Aqaba, my co-workers' 
attitude towards me is good — 
I am the third volunteer from 
Japan to work at the Vocation- 
al Training Centre. But it takes 
the first volunteer to really 
break the ice — the first volun- 
teer always faces problems." 

Mr. Ito cautioned that the 
volunteers should not think of 
themselves as full-blown ex- 
perts with ait the cures and 
solutions that Jordanians 
needed. 


“In Japan, we have the idea that the 
Middle East is a strange and dangerous 
area. But the volunteers come here and 
see that this is not the case. When they 
go back to Japan, they can let others see 
Jordan as it really is,” Takashii Ito, 
JOCV coordinator. 


deployed over five points ... 
and there is concern at this 
deployment.'* 

“The dream that it’ was 
possible to have coexistence 
between the settlers and the 
Palestinians, to my great sor- 
row, that dream took an awful 
blow at the Cave of the Pat- 
riarchs, (Ibrahimi Mosque).” ■ . 

ine^ttiere^Toure^ Israeli 1x1 Amman . Minister of State 

for Affairs Tala! A1 

£ H assail met at the Foreign 

In hi’ Ministry with the ambassador 

can be no deviation from the „ j „„„ 

September accord. tbe and non ~ 

w, p.L- ; n permanent member states at 

^ , " U N. Security Council and 

dfcrassx 1 with them the draft 

Security Council resolution. 
sccunty staudpo.it and a nsfc n* , minister ^ 

to The. meetings with the ambassadors 

I don t want to link the . fr c ... , A v - 

^ o* the u.b., the United King- 

Mr^hS dom - France and Russia in 
Si addition to the Chinese charge 

^ n d’affaires in Amman, 

lie visited * ope Jonn Pdul 11. iy ft _ '.l u—iL#.*. 

But Mr. Rabin added that he ? e *5? c • b * 

.. . sadors of Spain, Pakistan, and 

had never supported the Heb- Brazil as well as the Omani 
ron settlement, even dunng his SJL d’aSaires 
previous term as prime minis- 6 
ter from 1974-1977, “because I 

knew what the result would Clinton in contacts 
be.” 

“The Jewish settlement in U.S. President Bill Clinton 
Hebron was built in a stupid - telephoned the leaders of 
manner security- wise. It is not Egypt and Syria on Thursday 
built in one place, but dis- to discuss ways of getting 
persed throughout Hebron and Mideast peace talks back on 
whoever did that, did it while track, the White House said, 
taking a risk with Jewish In calls to President Mubar- 
Irves," Mr. Rabin said. ak and President Assad, Mr. 


Around 140 JOCV volun- 
teers are currently serving in 
five Middle Eastern countries 
— Morocco. Syria. Tunisia. 
Yemen as well as Jordan, 
which began enlisting the 
JOCV’s services in 1985 
through the Ministry of Plan- 
ning. 

"The volunteers are here as 
cooperation, not as directors.” 
said Mr. Ito. They are fully 
responsible to answer to the 
orders and guidelines of their 
native supervisee and the 
agencies which they work for. 

Even so, said Ms. Muraka- 
mi, “I feel that it is my respon- 
sibility to voice to my directors 
what problems I see at the 
Vocational Training Centre.” 

Any paid employee, she 
said, would naturally feel con- 
strained in voicing any critic- 
isms. “as they must first worry 
about their salaries, which they 
depend on for a living. But a 
volunteer doesn't have to wor- 
ry about holding on to a salary. 
I can give them an honest 
opinion." 

Mayumi Takahashi's experi- 
ence as an operating room 
nurse at the Jerash Hospital 
was different. 

"For small problems which 
are easily solveable, they lis- 


"When they first arrive here, 
they are thinking of Jordan as a 
developing country on par with 
the ones located near Japan — 
those in Southeast Asia, for 
example. They think that 
whatever they have to show to 
the Jordanians will be new to 
them.” 

"But after they arrive, they 
see that Jordan is much better 
developed than they had anti- 
cipated. and that it is a real 
challenge to teach or give 
something new." 

He stressed that patience 
and restraint would be key 
factors in a new volunteer's 
success: "We tell them that 
their first three to six months 
here is a time to watch and 
learn about the people and 
systems around them, then 
they can form ideas and start to 
do something.'* 

Yoko Yanagisawa. a teacher 
at the Mu'tah Special Educa- 
tion Centre, said "I appreciate 
the fact that the Jordanians tell 
me straightforwardly whether 
they like or dislike a suggestion 
of mine, whereas in Japan, if I 
had an idea they didn't like, 
they would just smile and nod 
their heads." 

Perhaps the most vexing 
problem which the volunteers 


face is the language barrier. 

“Language is the most diffi- * 
cult problem." said Mr. • 
Nakashima. “We have to 
speak Arabic in the sc»** 
because the stud*,,.- .iV ■ 
understand Arabic. Ii is often 
difficult, but I've found some ’ 
ways to communicate without 
speaking — like body Ian-, 
guage, for instance." 

Ms. Takahashi concurred: "I 
can't speak Arabic very well 
and many nurses at the hospit- 
al don't speak English very 
well." This had lead more than 
once to some serious mis- 
understandings, she said. 

Mr. Ito said that he was well' 
aware of the language problem 
for the volunteers. 

"We are pushing the head 
office in Japan that (the volun- 
teers) receive training in Ara- 
bic before they come here.” 

But when all was said and 
done in the end. none of the 
volunteers regretted the time 
they had spent in Jordan, de- 
spite whatever difficulties they 
had faced. 

"1 would like to stay more,.- 
and would be happy to come , 
back again as a volunteer.” 
said Mr. Nakashima. 

"Some bad things have hap- ■ 
pened. but at the same lime. I .. 
have felt the friendship and 
warmth of another people.”' 
said Ms. Takahashi. 

Mr. Ito felt that the volun- . 
teers* value to Jordan and! 
Japan was not primarily what’ 
they had to offer technically 
but instead what role they 
could play in breaking down 
the barriers of disinformation 
and ignorance which exist be- ' 
tween two such vastly different*' 
cultures. 

“In Japan, we have the idea 
that the Middle East is a' 
strange and dangerous area.'. 
But the volunteers come here. • 
and see that this is not the case. 
And when they go back to 
Japan, they can let others see 
Jordan as it really is.” 

"At the same time, our' 
volunteers are an example to 
Jordanians of real-life 
Japanese, without the 
stereotypes and myths of the 
samurai and the long swords, 
-and so forth.” 

What was most important 
for her. said Ms. Murakami, 
was that "I can now under- 
stand a people and a country 
with a different point of view 
from ours. I am not trapped in 
one way of thinking only." 


King contacts Arab leaders ahead of vote 


(Continued from page 1) 

Clinton reviewed conversa- 
ter of State tions Wednesday with visiting 

> Tala! A1 Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 

e Foreign Rabin 

nbassadors “The president discussed 

and non- with each leader ways to re- 
states at sume negotiations as quickly as 

buncil and possible,” said White House 

i the draft Communications Director 

solution. Mark Gearan. 

i separate In his Washington discus- 

nbassadors sions, Mr. Rabin held out the 

ited King- possibility of a territorial com- 

Russia in promise on the Golan Heights, 

ese charge But he rejected demands by 

n. the Palestine Liberation Orga- 

the ambas- .nisation (PLO) for tough new 


security measures. 

A senior U.S. official said 
Wednesday that- the adminis- 
tration might propose to Syria 
a "right rime” to send nego- 
tiators back to- Washington to 
resume the peace talks (see 
page 2). 

Syria said on Friday that 
Israeli talk of having to make 
“painful decisions” to secure 
peace with it were a man- 
oeuvre to disguise Jewish hos- 
tility to real peace. 

The official daily A1 Thawra 
said Syria would make no con- 
cession on its rights and any 
talk not based on returning 
Arab land for peace was a 


snare and a delusion. "Arabs 
will never abandon an inch of 
their land or any part of their 
rights ” it added. 

Mr. Rabin said after his talks 
with President Clinton dii 
Wednesday he expected to sign 
a peace treaty with Syria this 
year and that Israel was 1 " 
to make painful dec** 1 
the process. 

"Rabin's statemc 
comes after the He 
que massacre and h 
for Syrian conce« 
that the remark v 
words given as a r. 
hide Israel's firm 
real peace,” Al " 


Clinton in contacts 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
telephoned the leaders of 
Egypt and Syria on Thursday 
to discuss ways of getting 
Mideast peace talks back on 
track, the White House said. 

In calls to President Mubar- 
ak and President Assad, Mr. 


JORDANIAN SCANDINAVIAN 
SHIP ASSOCIATION 

To all JSFA members and other interested guests: 

Under the patronage of Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Raad Bin Zeid and Princess Majda Raad 

The JSFA is presenting a 
Peas Talk Dinner Dance 

at the Regency Palace Hotel on March 24th, 1994 at 20:00 hrs. 

Tickets are only for JD 20.000 (per person) and are available at the Royal Danish 
Consulate (603703), the Icelandic Consulate (698851) and the Finnish Consulate 
(824676) 

Don’t miss this interesting evening!!! 

You are also cordially invited to attend a Danish Film "Stolen Spring" which will be 
shown during the European Rim Festival in Amman on Friday April 1st at 20:00 hrs and 
Saturday April 2nd at 17:00 hrs at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

Tickets are available at the Royal Cultural Centre (661026) at JD 1.000 


TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES IN THE US * 

FOR 

BUSINESS, MANUFACTURING, SERVIC 
PERSONNEL AND OTHERS IN 
PRIVATE SECTOR ENTERPRISE 

The Ministry of Planning in cooperation with the Uniter! 

International Development (USAID), invites women and men 

citizens competent in written and spoken English to apply : 

that will be useful to private sector businesses. 

Training in practical business skills will be provided for ufi- 

training institutes, universities and businesses in such fie! 

management, banking, accounting, computers, product 1 ? 

control, and more. As an example of the kind of train»,i y ina 

Water Quality and Environmental Impact Assessment prog 

the International Centre for Water Resources Managema , 

University, Wilberforce, Ohio. The programme was develop 

working in private enterprises and includes courses in busk- 

management, accounting and information systems, entrepren 

and productivity. 

Applicants or their employers must contribute to the cost of u a u 
training specialists will work with employers and participants to idsr 
most useful training opportunity within the United States for the individual 
the business, and will make all arrangements. 1 

Applicants and employers interested in this opportunity should write in English j 

t0 ' The Ministry of Planning 

Training Section 
P.O.Box 555 
Amman, Jordan 

OR 

USAID, Training Office 
American Embassy 
P.O.Box 354 1118 
Amman, Jordan 
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OPEC unlikely to cut output 
d' spite oil price vulnerability 


- * ( R1 — OPEC 

-pi ’.y 10 cut oil out- 

pi* --.t * nexi week in 

CUtrcw. dChpiie the adverse 
effeci suwh iiwtton is likely to 
n-nc on ,nces, OPEC dele- 

iici tn J industry analysts said 
Friday. 

While nobody rules oui a cut 
'he ceiling now sc! by the 
i/i L ' • i of Petroleum Ex- 
portu.f. Countries (OPEC), at 

24.52 million barrels per day 
ib d). there appears to be a 
lack of political will among key 
members to do so. 

Failure to slash output by at 
least one million barrels could 
send prices at leas: S! a barrel 
lovier. traders ami analysis 
said. 

“The market undoubtedly 
will come under pressure if 
OPEC docs nothing. We are 
forecasting 512-515 Brem." 
said Mchdi V.trzi. who follows 
OPEC for London brokers 
Kleinwort Benson Securities. 

London May futures for 
Brent Blend, the world ben- 
chmark crude oil. were trading 
around Si 5.55 per barrel this 
week, up from a five-year low- 
ed SI25MJ seen on Feb. lb. 

Although the low price has 
hi: OPEC exchequers, some 
delegates contend that an ini- 
tial 'drop of S1-S2 may be 
acceptable since they believe it 
will be shortlived. 

“There is a feeling that given 
the recent rise in prices, a 
S1-S2 drop may still be accept- 


able since many of us are con- 
vinced that prices will later 
recover from the initial 
shock,” an OPEC Gulf dele- 
gate said. 

OPEC heavyweight Saudi 
Arabia has not indicated 
whether it would agree to a 
cut in its own jealously- 
guarded quota of eight million 
barrels daily. 

Gulf sources said that while 
the kingdom has not ruled out 
the possibility of a cut, pulling 
it off would prove politically 
difficult. 

A war of words between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran. 
OPEC's Second largest produc- 
er. makes a harmonious con- 
clusion to the March 25 meet- 
ing even more unlikely, 
analysts said. 

(ran fired the latest salvo 
Thursday when the Tehran 
Times accused the Saudis of 
overproducing oil and subordi- 
nating policies to U.S. objec- 
tives in the Middle East. 

"I see very little chance of 
much coming from the two 
distinct strategies. There is not 
much chance of constructive 
dialogue.** said Vahan 
Zanoyan of the Petroleum Fi- 
nance Co. Ltd. in Washington. 

Some OPEC delegates said 
the group may put the best face 
it can on a rollover by extend- 
ing it beyond the April-June 
quarter, a time of year when 
petroleum demand takes a sea- 
sonal drop. The sources said 


that by signalling it would not 
raise output in the third quar- 
ter. when demand revives. 
DPEC might hope to soften 
the bearish effecr of not cutting 
quotas. 

“The expectation for a rol- 
lover is there, but now there’s 
a movement within OPEC to 
keep the quota for the third 
quarteer too which would 
assure improved prices." a 
Gulf OPEC delegate said. 

Some OPEC members be- 
lieve that if quotas were held 
sreedy in the third, and poss- 
ibly even the fourth quarter, 
pritxs would rise in line with 
demand, the sources said. 

“If they want to rollover, 
they should do it for as long as 
possible. The best thing would 
be to hold the ceiifng un- 
changed for the next eight 
months." KJeinwort's Varzi 
said. 

“The worst thing OPEC 
could do is rollover just for the 
second quarter, then the mar- 
ket would infer that it would 
raise production in the next 
quarter." Mr. Zanoyan said. 

According to the OPEC sec- 
retariat's own estimates, de- 
mand for OPEC oil will rise 
from 23.23 million b/d in the 
second quarter to 23.79 million 
in the third and 25.61 million 
for October- December period. 

The secretariat reckons 
actual production in February, 
based on various monitors, ran 
at just under 24.9 million. 


Saudis deny 
Iranian 
charges of 
OPEC quota 
busting 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
denied Friday an accusation by 
Iran's Tehran Times newspap-' 
er that it is pumping more oil' 
than its OPEC quota. 

“What the Tehran Times 
printed yesterday about Saudi 
Arabia’s oil production and 
policies was merely a journalis- 
tic fabrication with no connec- 
tion to reality,” the official 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
quoted an oil ministry spokes- 
man as saying. 

A Tehran Times editorial 
accusing Saudi Arabia of over- 
producing appeared Thursday, 
eight days before a crucial 
meeting of oil ministers of the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC). 

Saudi Arabia is OPECs big- 
gest producer. Iran is second. 

“The world oil industry and 
international oil organisations, 
including OPEC, do not con- 
sider the Tehran Times as a 
reliable source for oil news or 
analysis," the Saudi spokes- 
man said. 

“All specialist oil publica- 
tions, organisations and re- 
search centres bear witness 
that the kingdom is sticking to - 
its quota,** he added. “Iran, in 
the opinion of most sources, 
does not stick to its quota 
unless it is unable to produce 
more.” 


ITU hatches global telecommunications plan 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — The 
world's top telecommunica- 
tions policymakers, including 
U.S. vice President A1 Gore, 
meet in Argentina next week, 
to plan how to bring modern 
communications to the re- 
motest parts of the globe. 

The nine-day world telecom- 
munications development con- 
ference, which starts Monday, 
was prepared by the Interna- 
tional Telecommunications 
Union (ITU), a Geneva-based 
United Nations body that 
groups 182 nations. 

Also attending — - although 
with no vote on decisions — 
will be the biggest names in the 
global telecommunications in- 
dustry, which had 1993 sales of 
SS35 billion. 

Reaching the poorest re- 
gions of the world with the 
latest technologies is no longer 
a pipe dream, according to foe 
ITU. 


“The global trend of dereg- 
ulation and privatisation has 
made telecommunications 
more and more a business- 
oriented endeavour.” said 
Domenico Stagtiano, in charge 
of ITU’s telecommunications 
policies at its development 
bureau. 

“And telecommunication 
companies have come to 
understand that if they want 
more business, they need more 
clients, and those clients are in 
the less-developed countries,” 
he added. 

Departing from foe technical 
tone of other ITU meetings, 
this conference will cross into 
the realm of politics. - 

“One of our top priorities 
will be to try to foster telecom- 
munications in the less- 
developed countries and in iso- 
lated areas like rural communi- 
ties,” said Argentina's tele- 
communications undersecret- 


ary, Oscar Gonzalez. 

Asked what chance ITU 
members had of seeing their 
intentions come true, Mr. 
Gonzalez told Reuters that 
governments were throwing 
their political weight behind 
the idea. 

“The U.S. is sending Vice 
President A1 Gore, who has 
written extensively on global 
telecommunications,” he said. 

Mr. Gore, who is due to 
arrive here Sunday and leave 
Monday, is expected to base 
his speech for the conference 
on the Clinton administration's 
“information superhighway” 
proposal. 

As envisaged by President 
Clinton, the information su- 
perhighway would be an elec- 
tronic network capable of 

handling data, voice and video 
transmissions and linking com- 
puters in homes and businesses 
across foe U.S. 

The gathering will also pro- 


vide ample opportunities ‘ for 
the telecommunications indus- 
try to showcase its wares. 

“We’re always on the out- 
look for business,” said 
Michael Ritter, deputy direc- 
tor of Siemens Argentina, a 
5392 million unit of the Ger- 
man electronics giant 

He agreed that ITU’s hope 
of spreading communications 
is not as improbable as it would 
have sounded a few decades 
ago. 

“The cost of installing tele- 
communications networks has 
halved over foe past decade 
and the trend is still down- 
wards. New technologies make 

communications ever cheap- 
er,” he said. 

Nevertheless, ITU estimates 
$527 billion would have to be 
invested by foe year 2000 to 
boost foe world’s “teledensity” 
— measured in telephone lines 
per 100 inhabitants — to 14.5 
from 10.5. 




Top banker blasts E. Europe reforms 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugosla- 
via’s new central bank chief. 
World Bank veteran Dragoslav 
Avramovic, sees east Euro- 
pean economic reforms as “an 
outright disaster ... a horror.” 
Mr. Avramovic, author of 
an economic recovery prog- 
ramme which brought Yugos- 
lavia's billion per cent hyper- 
inflation to zero almost over- 
night, said “fundamental mis- 
takes'* had been committed in 


transforming eastern Europe 
to market economies. 

“For them (eastern Euro- 
peans), foe market economy 
was a fundamental mistake," 
he said in an interview with 
Reuters. “Eastern Europe is in 
a hopeless shape. Their output 
has fallen 50 per cent. Except 
in (former) Czechoslovakia it 
is an outright disaster.” 

Mr. Avramovic, who work- 
ed for foe World Bank in 


Bosnia prepares to rebuild war-shattered economy 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnia- 
Hcrzegovina is preparing to 
rebuild its economy, shattered 
by two years of fighting, the 
head of its central bank has 
said. 

National Bank Governor 
Kasim Omicevic told Reuters 
in an interview that the author- 
ities had prepared a series of 10 
laws to create a market eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. Omicevic said foe war 
had wrecked Bosnia's foreign 
(rade. 

“Nothing is being exported, 
except for refugees and 
wounded." he said. 

Once a firm peace is in 
place, the former Yugoslav re- 
public will be able to launch its 
own currency , and hopes to 
join the International Monet- 
ary Fund by September, he 


said. 

As Mr. Omicevic talked, 
signs of peace burgeoned out- 
side. The pavements were 
crowded, trams were running 
again, and war-shattered 
Sarajevo was about to get its 
first street lighting for nearly 
two years. 

The exact shape and size of 
the U.S. -brokered Croat-Mus- 
lim federation are still uncer- 
tain, especially what part of the 
country will remain under Serb 
rule, but it will be linked in a 
loose confederation with 
neighbouring Croatia. 

After 23 months of Fighting, 
industrial output is at 10 per 
cent of pre-war levels, and 80 
per cent of the workforce is 
unemployed. Mr. Omicevic's 
deputy Enver Backovic said. 

Mr. Omicevic said Bosnia 


most needed to restore its own 
capacity to supply food, water. • 
electric power and transport to 
its people, then start putting 
them back to work. 

“The economy has been ex- 
tensively damaged. Railways 
don't function, but thermal 
and hydro power plants are 
quite well preserved. Damage 
to pylons, on the other hand, is 
very heavy." he said. 

The new laws creating a 
modem banking system, capit- 
al markets, foreign exchange 
and trading rules and bank- 
ruptcy arrangements, could be 
in place in a month or two, he 
said. 

"These draft laws are ready 
but we will be willing to correct 
any faults or inadequacies in 
consultation with the IMF and 
foe European Union, as soon 


as such consultation and advice 
is possible,*' he said. 

A privatisation law is also 
being prepared. 

Mr. Backovic said he was 
optimistic export industries 
such as lumber, furniture and 
electrical and hydro power 
piant machinery could thrive 
once again. 

"The economy was very ex- 
port-oriented," Mr. Backevic 
said. "We were the only repub- 
lic in Yugoslavia to regularly 
run a trade surplus.” 

Mr. Omicevic said he was 
already discussing the design 
for a new currency to replace 
wartime coupons, which could 
be launched within a few 
months of lasting peace being 
achieved. 

The new currency would 
have to be backed fully by hard 


currency reserves and the goal 
would be to create a stable, 
convertible currency within 
two years. 

An anti-inflation stabilisa- 
tion programme would have to 
put in place first, and a number 
of “banal problems'* settled, 
ranging from a name for the 
unit to supplies of paper and 
coloured ink. 

One condition for launching 
a successful currency would be 
membership of the IMF, which 
Mr. Omicevic said should be 
settled by the time the fond 
holds its autumn meeting in 
September. 

Local resources were in- 
adequate for the reconstruc- 
tion of foe Bosnian economy 
and so the country would have 
to attract foreign capital, he 
said. 


Honda tightens noose around loose white-collars 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's Hon- 
da Motor Co. Lid. said Friday 
it would start a tough new 
personnel policy threatening 
unproductive managers with 
demotion and pay cuts, a mow 
nnalxst*. said is part of a broad- 
er trend whittling away at 
J. i pan's once -s a un:ed lifetime 
em ;’lr;. men: svster.i . 

"/.ip.trif.e c.si i'.i.ike*s must 
i:::isp the nestle of cm ploy mem 
re form ,tmi Honda is starting 
o." said Barcl.ixs de 


Zoctc Wedd Securities (Japan) 
analyst Andrew B lair-Smith. 

Under Honda's new prog- 
ramme. managers who fail to 
win promotion within eight to 
12 years will be demoted and 
their salaries cut by 10 to 30 
per cent, a Honda spokesman 
said. 

The car maker will also im- 
prove incentives for employees 
deciding to take early retire- 
ment and seek other jobs. 

Honda's move echoes simi- 


lar changes at other car com- 
panies which, faced with weak 
demand and overcapacity, are 
struggling to cut costs, improve 
management flexibility and 
link pay packets more closely 
to performance rather than 
seniority alone. 

“This’ is a response to econo- 
mic reality." Mr. Bluir-Smith 
said. 

Japan's lifetime employment 
system has come under in- 
creasing strain during the cur- 


rent prolonged economic 
slump. Highly paid but less 
productive older managers are 
the most obvious target for 
companies seeking to pare 
payrolls. 

Car makers are not the only 
companies looking for ways 
out of the lifetime employment 
bind, but economists say that 
while Japanese labour prac- 
tices are changing, they are 
unlikely to end up minor im- 
ages of those in the United 


States. 

"Have we seen the end of 
lifetime employment? prob- 
ably." said P^ul Summerville, 
director of Asian research at 
Lehman Brothers Japan Inc. 

"But will it be close to what we 
see in foe United States? prob- 
ably not. because the cultural 
parameters are so different. 
You don X just put a bullet into 
someone's head when foe eco- 
nomy is bad."* 


Nigeria 
tightens terms 
for employment 
of foreigners 

LAGOS (R) — The govern- 
ment has set tough conditions 
for granting companies operat- 
ing in Nigeria permits to em- 
ploy foreigners. ‘ 

The internal affairs ministry 
said in a statement approval 
would no longer be given to 
applications to hire expatriates 
for jobs that can be done by 
Nigerians at home or abroad. 

It said companies must now 
advertise such positions within 
and outside Nigeria and listed 
an array of documents that 
must accompany, applications. 

It said Nigeria's policy of 
allowing companies to'employ 
foreign experts was aimed at 
encouraging foreign invest- 
ment and developing indige- 
nous manpower, but foe sys- 
tem had been abused. 

“Most companies have 
rather chosen to perpetuate 
foe expatriate quota granted 
them without making con-, 
certed efforts to train or recruit 
qualified Nigerians," it said. 

"As a consequence, suitably 
qualified Nigerians are being 
denied the opportunity to par- 
ticipate in the economic de- 
velopment of their country, 
thus creating a situation where- 
by Nigeria is becoming a 
labour market for foe depress- 
ed economies of developed 
countries,” it said. 
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Washington for 25 years, was 
called out of retirement to 
work out a Yugoslav recovery 
package. 

He said reformers in eastern - 
Europe had attempted to do 
too many things at foe same 
time: 'Stabilise the currency is 
shock enough. Privatise over- 
night is another shock and 
open foe economy to imports is 
a third shock. It's a horror.” 

Mr. Avramovic, 75, sharply 
criticised proponents of radical 
■ market reforms and singled out 
Harvard University’s Jeffrey 
Sachs, who resigned in January 
as one of Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin's economic advis- 
ers. 

• "When history will be writ- 
ten (it will show) that all these 
Jeff Sachses ... didn't know 
what they were doing. They 
never thought this through,” 


he said. 

Mr. Avramovic's recovery 
programme for Yugoslavia in- 
cluded a currency reform 
which featured a new dinar at 
par value with foe German 
mark which had served as 
Yugoslavia's effective currency 
during months of hyperinfla- 
tion. 

Since foe programme took, 
effect on Jan. 24, inflation has 
dropped from 313,000,000 per~ 
cent in January to minus 0.6 
per cent in February, accord — 
ing to foe Yugoslav Statistics 
Bureau. 

Mr. Avramovic said indust- 
rial output had increased 6y TT~ 
per cent in February compared ' 
with January and Yugoslavia's 
foreign currency reserves had 
risen by 228 million German 
marks ($134 motion) since the 
programme took effect. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MARCH 19, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
There are no exact aspects today 
but it will be difficult to keep 
promises made so try not to over 
extend any resources that are 
limited to start with. Sidestep 
anyone who _h.as been de- 
trimental to your progress. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
good time to be in the company 
of old friends yon admire. Go to 
the right source for valuable in- 
formation you need in any pro- 
ject. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Take time to study a new project 
that could give you increased 
abundance io the days ahead and 
engage in your favourite bobby 
for much pleasure. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21J 
Put a fine idea to work and gain 
the support of congenial. Don’t 
do anything that could jeopar- 
dise the harmony which is within 
your home. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Take care of chores 
early in the day so youU have' 
time for recreation later. Make 
new acquaintances of worth, who 
could be beneficial. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Contact good friends you have 
not seen in some time and 
deepen relationships. Avoid one - 
who could give you much trouble 
in the days ahead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) A good time to plan for 
the future, so study your sur- 


roundings and make needed re- 
pairs which -are necessary.. Keep 
active and be free of boredom. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) An ideal day to improve 
conditions at home, so discus 
practical plans-witb friends and 
get .their advice. Strive for happi- 
ness in any endeavour. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Recreation is best 
for you during the early part of 
the day. Don't start a new enter- 
prise in the evening and avoid 
trouble which could come 
around. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Make sure not 
to react bitterly to remarks made 
by a careless person. Study a new 
venture that could be lucrative in 
the future. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Talking over mutual 
problems with friends brings 
right solutions now. Take steps 
to improve health and appear- 
ance and people will notice. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Make needed re- 
pairs to property and possessions 
that will add to their value. Take 
no risks with your reputation in 
any project or problems will 
come about. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Get an early : start at yonr 
activities and cot down on ten- 
sions by working at an even 
peace. Establish more order 
around you and everything will 
run smoothly. 
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ACROSS 
l Hesitate* 

5 Screen so/ 
Lugosi 
9 Bravery 
Yoked beasts 

15 Above 

16 Destroy slowfy 

17 Kind of cotton 
IB Brake pan 

19 Deft 

20 Hold everything! 

23 Electric Esh 

24 After deductions 

25 Panel? 

29 Corporate 
bigwig 

3i Sell: prof. 

35 Plant pest 

36 Charlatan 
36 ImmetSately 
39 Ba pBMntf 
<2 Age 

43 Ou hat 

44 Pine Tree Stale 

45 PaiMy men 
47 Circulars 

46 Pin hitter 
49 Cam unit 
51 ft's big in 

London 
62 Stop 1 

60 Howdy 

61 Ballet move 

62 Roof feature 

63 Beaver 
description 

64 Pisnwes 

85 Oratcno mdody 

66 Blank look 

67 Endure 
68Be«c|ng«sSent 

DOWN 

1 Bmt ingredient 

2 Actor's cue 

3 Note 

a Ginger fem 

S Festive 
SW-efmgs 

CASarrymore 

7 CM 

8 Mflimc 

9 Poefty 

10 Gram beard 

11 Tseng Berm 

'■i Zidanes 





13 Flushed 

21 Roosevelt and 
Kennedy 

22 Cain's son 

25 Made cake 

26 Musical 
orod union 

27 in the future 

28 Tear 

29 Corkscrew 
tresses 

30 Relax 

32 Up a 

33 Step — side 
„ tdetour) 

|4 Proprietor 

36 Campus 
wwiejore 

37 Geisha garb 

40 Eaneo seal 

41 Crude 
46 Vendor 
48 Command 

50 Glorify 

51 English »**„ 
5Z incense 
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UAE banks set to boost capital 


ABU DHABI (R) — a num- 
ber of domestic banks in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
are poised lo raise their capital 
to expand business in 1994 and- 
meet new central bank lending 
rules, bankers have said. 

UAE-based foreign banks 
took the lead earlier this year 
by pumping more funds into 
their branches to keep up the 
pace on lending while meeting 
the new rules which for the 
first time link lending to 
capital. 

As of January, banks — 19 
domestic and 27 foreign-owned 
— were given two years to 
adjust to the rules that limit the' 
amount a bank can lend to a 
public sector institution to 25 
per cent of its capital and to a 
private institution or borrower 


to seven per cent. 

Dubai Islamic Bank and 
National Bank of Ras Al 
Khaimah will decide this 
month whether to increase 
capital, bankers said. 

Dubai Islamic Bank chief 
accountant Hussein Al Rifai 
said it win decide on March 30 
whether to double capital to 
420 million dirhams (5114 mil- 
lion) “because of the central 
bank rules... to be comfortable 
-with the capital adequacy 
ratios.” . 

National Bank of Ras A I 
Khaimah General John Par- 
sons said it was considering 
even before the rules changed 
to increase capital to 150 mil- 
lion dirhams (S41 million) from 
129.8 million dirhams (535 mil- 


lion) in order to meet business 
growth. 

“it will hopefully allow us to 
maintain a generous capital 
adequacy ratio and increase 
ability for clean funded expo- 
sures.” he said. 

In a letter to shareholders 
obtained by Reuters United 
Arab Bank said it would con- 
vene an extraordinary meeting 
on March 20 to approve an 
increase of capital to 94.5 mil- 
lion dirhams (S26 million) from 
90 million dirhams (524 mil- 
lion). 

Commercial Bank of Dubai 
is considering whether to raise 
its paid-up capital to about 300 
million dirhams (582 million) 
from 220 million (560 million) 
“because of the regulations of 
the central bank.” a bank offic- 


er said. 

National Bank of Fujairah is 
expected to decide a "signifi- 
cant increase” of its paid-up 
capital from 150 million 
diriiams (S40.5 million) to sup- 
port expansion plans, a banker 
said. The newspaper Al 
Khaleej said Wednesday it was 
likely to increase its capital by 
60 million dirhams (SI 6.5 mil- 
lion). 

A UAE finance official said 
there were recent meetings on 
whether to raise capital of the 
Arab Bank for investment and 
Foreign Trade, whose Libyan 
shareholding led U.S. author- 
ities to freeze the bank's U.S.- 
based assets in 1992. to 760 
million dirhams (S207 million) 
from 450 million dirhams IS125 
million). 


Spanish premier urges Socialist 
party to unite in fight for jobs 


China owns up to higher budget deficit 


BEUING (R) — China's fi- 
nance minister has owned up 
to a huge deficit for this year in 
his budget plan and was not 
sure how his figures would end 
up because revamping of the 
financial and tax system. 

Liu Zbongli told the Nation- 
al People's Congress, or parlia- 
ment, that widespread tax eva- 
sion, misuse of funds, false 
reporting and the drastic over- 
haul of the tax system all made 
it difficult to fizlfn the budget 
targets. 

He said the 1994 budget 
would post a deficit of 66.919 
billion yuan (S7.69 billion). • 
under new accounting rules 
that bring Beijing into line with 
international practice. 

Under the old system, last 
year's actual deficit was 20.5 . 
billion (S2.36 billion). 

“Our accounting will un- 


avoidably fall short of reality,” 
Mr. Liu said, adding that a 
major overhaul of the tax sys- 
tem, brought in on Jan. 1, has 
made it very difficult to accur- 
ately assess the true revenue 
situation. 

“Disparity between the de- 
sign of the plan and the reali- 
ties can hardly be avoided,” he 
said. “The plan will have to be 
readjusted and improved in the 
course of implementation.” 

The new accounting method 
no longer included borrowings 
as revenue nor spending to 
service debt as part of total 
expense. 

Economists say the new 
accounting method more faith- 
fully reflects the true state of 
the country’s finances. Using 
that method, China’s cumula- 
tive budget deficit between 
1979 and 1993 was more than 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 
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422 billion yuan (548. 5 billion). 

Mr. Liu said that this year’s 
deficit would be somewhat lar- 
ger than last year’s if the 1993 
figure was recalculated using 
the new system. He did not 
give a detailed analysis. 

To cover the deficit and pay- 
ment of domestic and foreign 
debt, China will issue domestic 
bonds worth 115 billion yuan 
(513.2 billion). Mr. Liu said. 

This is a three-fold increase 
from last year when public 
reluctance to buy bonds re- 
sulted in state firms and gov- 
ernment departments forcing 
their staff to buy them by 
taking the money out of salar- 
ies. 


Mr. Liu said expenditure in 
the 1994 budget will rise 15 per 
cent from the 1993 level to 
542.914 billion yuan (S62.4 bil- 
lion) and revenue only 7.7 per 
cent to 475.995 billion (S54.7 
billion). 

But he admitted that, be- 
cause the country is in the 
midst of a drastic overhaul of 
its financial and tax system, he 
was not sure how all the figures 
will end up. 

From Jan. 1, China im- 
plemented a new system, in- 
cluding a value-added tax, con- 
sumption tax and turnover tax. 
aimed at increasing Beijing's 
share of overall tax revenue. 
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MADRID *Ri — Spanish 
Prime Minister Fehpe Gon- 
zalez Friday urged his Socialist 
Party to unite to fight unem- 
ployment and promote busi- 
ness competitiveness as vital 
ingredients for the future of 
the welfare state. 

Speaking ihe opening ses- 
sion of his Socialist Workers’ 
Party (?SOE) national con- 
gress. Mr. Gonzalez said the 
party had to be ready ro 
change to meet the needs oi a 
changing society. 

in an hour-long speech he 
also stressed she need to maxi- 
mise the role of women in 
society and tu tackle environ- 
mental problems and increas- 
ing immigration, m.tiniv from 
North Africa. 

“This congress will be an 
intense debate of ideas, with 
the figlu against unemploy- 
ment and the promotion of 
comps lii.vcness the centra! 
issues,” Sir. Gonzaiez told 8S0 
delegates and more than I.Oftu 
international guests and ob>.;r- 
\e:s. 

"V/e have to lake clear in- 
itiatives ... and Rto\e aggres- 
sively forward to find solutions 
which are understood bv the 
people and which are viable." 
he said. 

The 33 rd ?SOE congress 
comes ui moment when the 
party, in power for :he last !! 
years, is at its lowest ebb in 
voters* favours as it grapples 
with a recession which has 
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driven unemployment above 
23 per oenr of the workforce. 

Sow governing in a minor- 
ity, the party has also had to 
ceai with, glaring differences 
within its own ranks over the 
nature and aims of socialism. 

The bui !d-up to the congress 
has been dominated by a rift 
between a liberal, “renewal” 
wing, backed by Mr. Gon- 
zales. and more hardline 
orthodox socialists led .by de- 
puty leader Alfonso Guerra. It 
is no: clear whether Mr. Guer- 
ra will remain on the party 
executive committee, to be 
elected or. Sunday. 

In his speech. Mr. Gonzalez 
urged the party to unite. "We 
have three days to ci«i.":fy 
ideas. :o hea! wounds and un- 
ite our -Ail Is." he said. 

The party had suffered "con- 
siderable internal tension” 
which created a negative im- 
pression abroad. 

"Society is concerned by 
anything which smacks of crisis 
or turmoil in the Socialist Par- 
ty,*' Mr. Gonzalez said. “What 
gives us the right to represent 
•he majority of the Spanish 
people is our ability to adapt 
To the complex realities of a 
society tn permanent change. 

"There is nothing s. range 
about us arriving a: this con- 
gress talking ahou: renewal." 
the socialist leader said. 

Party militants fear that in- 
terna! divisions could obscure 
the strong political massacre 
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the party needs to give society 
on its commitment to econo- 
mic renewal and job creation. 

"If the image the congress 
presents is just of a straggle for 
power, that would be precisely 
the opposite of what we are 
aiming for. Manuelo 
Escudero. a member of the 
liberal wing, said earlier this 
week. 

At the centre of congress 
debate under the slogan “a 
new boost for socialism” is a 
100-page policy document to 
which more than 7.200 amend- 
ments have been presented for 
discussion in plenary sessions 
and separate committee? 


Assuming he is reelected 
secretary-general. Mr. Gon- 
zalez will close the congress 
with a speech Sunday. 

Hundreds of helmeted 
police with riot sheilds were 
stationed outside Madrid's 
Congress Palace to control a 
demonstration by some 1,000 
workers from Santana Motor 
Company, threatened with los- 
ing more than 60 per cent of 
2.400 jobs at a plant in Linares, 
Andalusia. 

Santana's owner. Suzuki 
Corp of Japan, is demanding 
the job cuts as part of a viabil- 
ity plan for the loss-making 
company. 


Inflation in Tunisia 
falls to 4% 


TUNIS (R) —Tunisia's infla- 
tion rate dropped to four per 
cent at the end of 1993, its 
lowest for 15 years, the govern- 
ment's Institute National de La 
Statistique (INS) said. 

Economists said the inflation 
rate, as measured by the con- 
sumer price index (CPI), fell 
despite a policy of relaxing 
curbs on prices and imports 
and making the dinar converti- 
ble for trade. 

Planning ministry experts 
attributed the fall to economic 
liberalisation, relatively stable 


import prices, favourable 
supply conditions associated 
with agriculture production 
and prudent government finan- 
cial policies. 

Inflation dedined from an 
average of 9.6 per cent during 
the first half of the 19S0s to 7.0 
per cent a year during 19S6- 
1992. 

The INS expanded the CPI 
components to make the index 
conform with growing welfare 
needs. It adjusted the rate to 
5.8 in 1992 and S.3 for 1991. 
According to the old CPI it was 
5.5 for 1992 and 7.8 for 1991. 
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Seoul talks 
tough over 
N. Korean 
nuclear row 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
arid 'the* W« are lining their 
patience with North Korea, 
which has refused to allow lull 
inspections of its declared nuc- 
lear sites, said are considering 
punitive action. Seoul officials 
said Friday. 

■'North Korea will have to 
act quickly if it wants to avoid 
international sanctions as the 
world is losing its patience very- 
fast now." a senior govern- 
ment official, w ho asked not he 
named, told Reuters. 

'‘It is time to apply sticks as 
well as carrots." he said, refer- 
ring to Washington's approach 
ui its dme to persuade North 
Korea to give up its suspected 
nuclear arms programme. 

;South Korea and the United 
. States were also reconsidering 
their decision to suspend 
"Team Spirit" joint military 
exercises and were discussing 
anew the deployment of U.S. 
Patriot missiles in the South, 
the- official Mid. 

;C.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher telephoned 
Sotrih Korean Foreign Minis- 
ter Han Sung-Joo Friday to 
discuss future steps., a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said. 

He said Mr. Christopher and 
Mr. Han had agreed that high- 
lew! talks between Washing- 
ton and Pyongyang were now 
unlikely to take place next 
week as scheduled. 

"The two said they would 
not, ahandon efforts for dia- 
logue. but at the same time 
they, agreed to seek new enun- 
re'nneT-vjrcs if dialogue proved 
fnittles. ' the spokesman said. 

The i sited States had 
agreed to resume the talks and 
suspend Team Spirit only if 
Ruacgyang fully allowed the 
nuclear inspections and ex-^ 
Changed envoys with Seoul as * 
pan of an inter-Korean ‘dia- 
logue on nuclear issues. 

■ A government official. 
Quoted by the domestic 
Yonhap News Agency, said 
Friday that Seoul would now- 
have to support any U.N. ac- 
tion required to force, North 
Korea to end its nuclear ambi- 
tions. 

yynhe official was quS&d as 
£f$ying North Korea's derision 
►Jta' block nuclear inspections 
Jninjsed the prospect of U.N. 
j&rcurity Council action. 
jE The West suspects North 
£Korea has a nuclear arms prog- 
ramme and U.S. intelligence 
Juliets tear Pyongyang could 
'alie.idy have a crude nuclear 
bomb. North Korea denies 

this. 

After a two-week trip to 1 
North Korea, the International , 
Atomic Energy Agency i 
t IAEA ». the U.N. nuclear '< 
watchdog, said its experts had 1 
been blocked from conducting 
vomc tests at a key atomic site 
i iv- Yongbyon. nonh of Pyon- 
cynng 

The IAEA said it was "not 
a poMtion to verify that 
there had been no diversion of 
ruric.ir material at the facil- 
ity '■ 

South Koran President Kim 
Young-Sam told Japan's public 
television. NHK. Thursday 
ih.fr international sanctions 
ag.pnst Nonh Korea might be 
unavoidable after Pyongyang's 
Obstruction of the inspection. 

C.S television network 
NJEfC reported Thursday that 
Navy was keeping .HI 
warships, including two air- 
craft carrier battle groups, 
witjnn a day’s steaming of 
Suifth Korea. 

. The presence of such a large 
»rm>da could be a coincidence 
buf-it might also signal the 
Importance the United States 
attached to the situation in 
North Korea. NBC News said. 

Chung Chung- Wook. Mr. 
k-ttfts. senior advisor on nation- 
af ’Sscunty. declined to confirm 
tffoJiBC report hut uamed the 
ishiqh that time was running 

ouC J 

■ Xk- Chung told reporters 

itirfC border talks between 

Nvtffh and South Korea aimed 
ui itrranpmg the envoy e\- 
iihihge would take place as 
<cf$*Julcd Sitiurd.iv. 

] ‘-The North should provide .i 
br&rkihroueh tomorrow if it 
to keep hopes alive for 
restiving the nuclear issue 
though negotiations." the 
Seoul official said 
‘ 'Meanwhile. CIA Director 
James \\ nolsey said Thursday 
jtLit.North Korea is developing 
^tfb -new ballistic missiles with ‘ 
rartecs long enough "to put at 
ffcsV' all of South East Asia, 
rjw- Pacific and. i! exported. 
IJurope. 

* "We can confirm thiit the 
North Koreans are developing 
two additional missiles with 
ranges greater than the I .f MMI 
Kilometre missile that it flew 
list year.*' Mr. Woolsev said in 
remarks prepared for delivery 
tp a svmposium. 


S. Africa’s Zulu king 
proclaims independence 



ULIINDI. South Africa 
(Agencies) — The king of the 
Zulus proclaimed himself head 
of a sovereign kingdom Friday 
and said his followers would 
“defend it at all costs'* against 
incorporation into South Afri- 
ca. 

King Goodwill Zwelethini 
issued one of his angriest 
speeches ever, a day after 
ANC President Nelson Man- 
dela called off what would 
have been a historic summit 
with the monarch. 

“We are here today to proc- 
laim before the world our free- 
dom and sovereignty and our 
unwavering will to defend it at 
all costs.” he told several 
thousand loyal subjects, many 
of whom waved guns and 
spears. His speech raised the 
possibility the Kwazulu home- 
land legislature would officially 
announce its independence, 
crushing hopes of its participa- 
tion in South Africa's April 
26-28 election. * 

The announcement was like- 
ly to increase tensions between 
the Zulu-strong Inkatha Free- 
dom Party and the rival Afri- 
can National Congress and 
spark more of the political 
clashes that have plagued the 
country. 

King Goodwill said he was 
offended by Mr. Mandela’s 
cancellation and dismissed 
ANC claims the black leader's 
security couldn’t be guaran- 
teed in Ulundi, the capital of 
Kwazulu. 

Mr. Mandela had hoped to 
persuade the king to drop his 
demand for a sovereign king- 
dom — a demand that is 
perhaps the greatest stumbling 
Mode to ensuring free and fair 
elections in April. 

The king has refused to en- 
dorse participation in the vote 


unless he is guaranteed 
sovereignty to avoid living 
under ANC rule. The ANC is 
expected ro score an over- 
whelming victory in the ballot- 
ing. 

Without the king’s approval, 
it is virtually impossible for 
inkatha to contest the vote. 
That has led to fears of uncon- 
trollable violence in Natal pro- 
vince, which includes Kwazulu 
and which already is the scene 
of a virtual war between sup- 
porters of the ANC and In- 
katha. 

“We have reached the end 
of a road, and we are faced 
with the harsh reality that the 
government cannot and will 
not facilitate the restoration of 
the sovereign kingdom of Kwa- 
zulu.’* King Goodwill said. 

“It is important that... all 
the Zulu people begin to prom- 
ote and defend the restoration 
of the kingdom. We shall resist 
any attempt to constrain the 
forces of our liberation.'* he 
added. 

Many of those in the crowd 
Friday were dressed in tradi- 
tional Zulu costumes of fur and 
feathers and carried spears and 
shields. But there also were 
scores of modern weapons dis- 
played, including AK-47 
assault rifles. 

“I think Mandela is afraid of 
being hated by the Zulu,” said 
■ 19-year-old Baarteise Zulu. 
“Dr. Mandela wants to over- 
throw the Zulu kingdom. Peo- 
ple will kill him if he comes to 
meet the king.” 

The ANC said it called off 
Friday’s- planned summit be- 
cause of indications Mr. Man- 
dela would be attacked if he 
came to Ulundi. 

“Anyone who wants to kill a 
person of Mandela's stature... 
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Shuttle Columbia lands in Florida 

CAPE CANAVERAL. Fla. (R) — Five astronauts returned 
to Earth aboard the space shuttle Columbia Friday, touching 
down in Florida after a near-record two-week science and 
technology research mission. Columbia touched down at the 
Kennedy Space Centre at 8:10 a m. est ■< 1310-GM T V-a ft e r - a ■ 
13-day, 23-hour voyage just SO* minutes short Of the dCfatiOfE;’ 
sreccnd set on its-previous rarssibn in SeptembSrf TRe 1 flagsHip 
of NASA’s fleet landed within sight of the launch pad where it 
blasted off on its 5.8-million-mile (9.3-milIion-km) voyage on 
March 4. The astronauts, four men and one woman, had a 
diverse schedule of secondary assignments while automated 
furnaces and sensors carried out 11 major material experi- 
ments in the open cargo bay. 

News of first Soviet blast kept from CIA 

WASHINGTON (R) — Even as the CIA was saying in the 
late 1940s it would probably take the Soviet Union several 
years to produce its first nuclear bomb, the Soviets had already 
successfully tested the bomb, a once-secret document released 
Thursday said. Intelligence analysts predicted in the docu- 
ment. dated Sept. 20. 1949. that Moscow would not produce 
its first bomb until mid-1950 at the earliest, with the most 
probable date in mid- 1953. In fact, the first Soviet nuclear 
blast had already taken place in Kazakhstan on Aug. 29. The 
explosion was announced by President Harry Truman on Sept. 
23. three days after publication of the CIA's “intelligence 
memorandum 225." “The current estimate of the Joint 
Nuclear Energy Intelligence Commirtee is that the earliest 
possible date by which the USSR might be expected to' 
produce an atomic bomb is mid-1950 and the most probable 
dale is mid-1953." the memorandum said. The Joint Nuclear 
Energy Intelligence Committee was an inter-agency panel that 
probably included experts from the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion. successor to the Manhattan Project, which built the U.S. 
bombs used against Japan, according to Stan Norris, a 
historian of the nuclear age. "I think it’s a really interesting 
one.” Mr. Norris, of the Natural Resources Defence Council 
in Washington, said, referring to the CIA document. “It shows 
that we underestimated their (the Soviet Union's) abilities.” 

Russia says it is still a superpower 

NEW YORK lR) — Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev said 
Russia cannot be a junior partner to the United States and it 
would be “politically dangerous" to insist Moscow play a 
subordinate global role. In an article in Friday's edition of the 
New York Times. Mr. Kozyrev *aid the notion of U.S. global 
hegemony is dangerous and unrealistic. "America cannot cope 
with every world problem on its own. and if it tried it would 
lose a great deal of strength through such overexertion. 
Besides, even at this difficult stage of our transition. Russia 
remains a superpower — and not only as measured by nudear 
and missile strength, but by its natural resources, technological 
skills and strategic geography." Mr. Kozyrev said. He said 
there was simply no alternative to genuine partnership 
between the United States and Russia and both sides must be 
prepared for hard compromises to make it work. Mr. Kozyrev ’ 
decried what he said were Western threats to reduce economic 
cooperation with Russia, describing such threats as “provoca- 
tive and senselew." He said Russia under Communis: or 
nationalist regimes would be an aggressive and threatening 
power, while under democratic rule u would be peaceful and 
prosperous. “Bui in either case it would be a great power.” 

Russian duma fails to scrap CIS treaty 

MOSCOW (R) -- Conservative opponents of President Boris 
Yeltsin failed Friday to force a debate on whether to scrap the 
1991 treaty which abolished the Soviet Union and set up the 
Commonwealth of Independent States, The move in the lower 
house of parliament, proposed by former Soviet parliamentary 
Chairman Anatoly Lukyanov, failed because only 179 de- 
puties backed putting it on the agenda, well short of the 223 
needed. 8S opposed it and 25 abstained. Although the motion 
in the State Duma had little chance of success it was another 
reminder to Mr. Yeltsin, now on a two-week holiday, that his 
opponents show little sign of heeding the president's Frequent 
calls for reconciliation. Conservatives and Communists oppose 
the Commonwealth, largely Mr. Yeltsin’s creation, and want 
to rc-estublish a single state in ns place, an idea which has 
caused alarm in other CIS capitals. Mr. Lukyanov wanted the 
parliament to reverse the previous legislature's ratification of 
the 1991 treaty, thus destroying the legal basis for Russia's 
membership of the CIS. 


it would be madness.” said 
Inkatha leader Mangosuthu , 
Buthelezi. 

The ANC tried to have the 
meeting between Mr. Mandela ! 
and the king moved to Dur- 
ban, a proposal Mr. Buthelezi 
said was an insult to the 
monarch. “Do you see a 
monarch... anywhere else in 
the world who would travel 
outside to see” a commoner, 
he said. 

Mr. Buthelezi said Friday he ■ 
was not optimistic that a break- 
through could be achieved in 
constitutional negotiations to 
involve his Inkatha Freedom I 
Party in South Africa's elec- 
tions. 

“I really wish we should 
have a breakthrough. But I'm , 
not optimistic... There is no 
peace in this region already. 
I'm really concerned,” he told 
reporters outride the Kwazulu j 
Legislative Assembly. 

But he added without elabor- 
ating: “Personally, as far as 
1 am concerned, we can still 
have the Bavarian option” — 
referring to Germany's federal j 
system. 

President F.W. De Klerk 
said near Johannesburg Thurs- 
day be bad made a proposal to 
Mr. Buthelezi that would ' 
“without affecting the (elec- 
tion) timetable... lead to a 
form of participation.” 

Mr. Buthelezi has rejected. | 
the country's post-apartheid j 
interim constitution and re- 
fused to participate in the first 
all-race elections from April 26 
to 28. 

Mr. De Klerk also said 
Thursday he was upset at a 
hardline speech Mr. Buthelezi 
had made to the Kwazulu 
homeland legislature saying 
war lay ahead if the elections ; 
went ahead without him. 


U.K. 
builder 
charged 
with 9th 


GLOUCESTER. England (R) 
— Police probing Britain's 
macabre “house of horrors" 
killings said Friday they had 
charged builder Frederick 
West with the murder of a 
ninth woman, a 15-year-old 
who disappeared nearly 20 
years ago. 

Mr. West. 52. had already 
been charged with murdering 
eight women whose bodies 
were buried in the narrow gar- 
den or entombed beneath his 
home at 25 Cromwell Street. 1 

Gloucestershire Police said 
Mr. West, currently in police 
custody, was charged Thursday 
night with the murder of 15- 
year-old Carol Ann Cooper. 
She was last seen alive by her 
boyfriend in the nearby city of 
Worcester nearly 20 years ago. 

The charge follows, the dis- 
covery earlier this month of a 
ninth set of remains buried at 
the house. None of the bodies 
so far unearthed has been for- 
mally identified. 


REPLICA AT SEA: Crew 

members let oat the sails on the 
replica of Captain Cook’s ship 
the Endeavour, as die goes 
through her first day of sea. 
trial (AFP photo) 




Iranian plane crashes in Karabakh; 32 die 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — An 
aircraft carrying Iranian 
women and children home for 
New Year celebrations has 
crashed in the disputed Cau- 
casus enclave of Nagomo- * 
Karabakh, killing all 32 people 
pn board, Russia said Friday. 

A spokesman for the Civil 
'Defence Ministry said the C- 
130 Hercules transport plane, 
carrying relatives of Iranian 
embassy staff in Moscow, 
crashed Thursday nigbt three 
kilometres north of the Kara- 
bakh capital Stepanakert. 

Azerbaijan, involved in a 
six-year conflict with Arme- 
nian forces over the enclave, 
immediately said the transport 
had been shot down and that 
Armenian anti-aircraft units 
could well be responsible. The 
allegation could not be con- 
firmed. 

The Russian spokesman said 
Armenian Air Traffic Control- 
lers told Moscow the plane hit 
the ground and was totally 
destroyed after losing cabin 
pressure and descending to a 
lower height. 

It was impossible to obtain 
more details from Armenia be- 
cause all phone lines to the 
republic were down. 

A duty officer at jthe.lraman . 

■ embassy in Moscow said the 19 • 

! passengers . .included women 
and 10 children, mainly rcla-* 
fives of embassy staff, who 
were flying home for celebra- 
tions marking the Iranian New 
Year. The plane had a crew of 
13. 


The crash of an Iranian air- 
craft in Nagorno-Karabakh is 
potentially very sensitive since 
Tehran, a major player in the 
region, has tried in the past to 
arrange ceasefires between the 
warring sides. 

Several thousand people 
have died in six years of fight- 
iig between Armenian and 
Azeri forces over Nagorno- 
Karabakh, mainly populated 
by ethnic Armenians but lo- 
cated since 1923 on Azeri terri- 
tory. 

Forces from both sides are 
liberally equipped with various 
anti-aircraft weapons and 
several aircraft have been 
downed in the conflict. On at 
least one occasion a civilian 
airliner has been hit. 

An Azeri Defence Ministry 
spokesman in the capital Baku 
told Reuter correspondent 
Richard BaJmforth the aircraft 
had been off course when it hit 
the ground. 

“We know the plane was 
shot down over Karabakh. We 
know Armenian anti-aircraft 
systems are deployed there,” 
he said, but did not specifically 
say the Armenians had shot it 
down. 

Armenian forces captured 
large swathes of Azerbaijan in 
a series of offensives last year 
and occupy .virtually aU-.the. 
disputed enclave. " 

An Iranian embassy spokes- 
woman in Moscow told ITAR- 
TASS news agency that embas- 
sy representatives trying to 
reach the Armenian capital 


Yerevan had been delayed by 
heavy snowfalls which had 
closed most of Moscow's air- 
ports Friday. 

Tehran Radio said the^air- 
craft was a military plane and 
had. tried to contact Yerevan 
airport control tower before it 
- crashed. 

A team of Iranian Air Force 
and Foreign Ministry officials 
would go to the site to investi- 
gate the cause of the crash and 
“follow up related matters.'* it 
said. 

Interfax News Agency said 
the crew had reported engine 
problems while flying over the 
Georgian capital. Tbilisi. 

A Russian Civil Aviation 
spokesman said there was no 
evidence the plane had been 
shot down. 

The crash occurred in thick 
fog in an area of snow-covered 
mountains, according to offi- 
cials of the Nagomo- Karabakh 
government who declined to 
be named. 

The plane went down near 
file village of Baluja. Troops 
encircled the site and found 31 
bodies within hundreds of 
metres of the crash site; The 
remaining body was un- 
accounted for. 

An aide to Robert Kocha- 
• dan, the Nagorno-Karabakh- 
, leader, safe! a special commis- 
sion was : investigating the 
crash. He promised that the 
investigation would be finished 
quickly, bat declined to say 
whether Iranian experts would 
be invited to take part. 


Cambodian army starts attack on Pailin hills 


TRENG COMMUNE, Cam- 
bodia (R) — Cambodian army 
units backed by tanks and 
rocket-firing helicopters have 
attacked Khmer Rouge guer- 
rilla forces around their 
strategic western base of 
Pailin, soldiers and officials 
said Friday. 

"The military operation 
started at 2.30 p.m. (0730 
GMT) yesterday.” said 
Ravuch. a 16-year-old soldier 
returning from the front who 
said at least three government 
soldiers had been killed and 
two wounded. 

He said Khmer Rouge gun- 
ners were shelling forward un- 


its of the Cambodian army 
from the hills around Pailin. 

Explosions could be heard in 
the distance from a military 
checkpoint at Treng. about 30 
kilometres east of Pailin. Re- 
porters were prevented from 
passing the checkpoint to areas 
closer to the fighting. 

Booby traps and mines 
posed the biggest peril to 
advancing government units, 
Ravuth said. 

A 7.000-strong government 
force backed by tanks, heavy 
artillery and rocket-launchers 
has been assembled to attack' 
Pailin which lies in rugged 
mountain country close to the 


Thai border about 300 
kilometres northwest of 
Phnom Penh. 

Pailin is crucial to the Khmer 
Rouge insurgency, which 
draws its main source of in- 
come from the area’s ruby and 
gem mines, said to be among 
the richest in South East Asia. 

State Secretary for Informa-* 
tion Khieu Kanharith con- 
firmed the army had launched 
an attack on Khmer Rouge 
artillery and anti-aircraft posi- 
tions near Pailin because the 
guerrillas had harassed the 
army. He said Thursday the 1 
army would not attack unless 
provoked. 


Clinton aide called before Whitewater grand jury 



WASHINGTON (R) — 
Another top aide to President 
Bill Clinton was called to 
appear before a federal grand 
jury probing the Whitewater 
affair as two other senior 
White House aides said they 
told grand jurors there was no 
illegal or unethical White 
House conduct in Whitewater. 

A few blocks from the feder- 
al courthouse, the Senate 
neared an end to bitter parti- 
san battles over Whitewater as 
it voted unanimously to con- 
duct hearings on the affair 
though it left the crucial ques- 
tion of the hearings' timing to 
the chamber's Democratic and 
Republican leaders. 

Close Clinton adviser 
George Stephanopoulos be- 
came the seventh White House 
staff member to be sub- 
poenaed to testify before a 
grand jury on the Whitewater 
case. 

A White House Statement 
said Mr. Stephanopoulos* 
attorney had received the sub- 
poena issued by independent 
counsel Robert Fiske. “I wel- 
come the opportunity to give 
Mr. Fiske the facts.” Mr. 
Stephanopoulos said, accord- 
ing to the statement. 

The White House did nor 
say why Mr. Stephanopoulos. 
33. had been ordered to tesify. 

But Mr. Fiske is probing all 
aspects of a tangled con- 
troversy including the Clin- 
tons' involvement in a money- 
losing land venture known as 
Whitewater when he was 
Arkansas governor the failure 


of the Madison Guaranty Sav- 
ings and Loan, whose head, 
James McDougla was a partner 
in Whitewater and the suicide 
last summer of White House 
aide Vincent Foster. 

White House Counsel Ber- 
nard Nussbaum, whose res- 
ignation over the affair takes 
effect next month, was the first 
of two aides to appear Thurs- 
day before the grand jury. 

He testified for more than 
four hours and later said he 
had answered every question. 
He was “delighted to cooper- 
ate.” he told reporters adding: 
“We have nothing to be 
ashamed of.’’ 

Mr. Nussbaum said that he 
and everyone in the White 
House counsel’s office had be- 
haved “ethically and legally.” 

Following Mr. Nussbaum 
into the grand jury room was 
White House Deputy Chief of 
Staff Hardol Ickes. 

After more th3n 2 Vi hours of 
testimony, Mr. Ickes said it 
will become dear that there 
has been “no unethical con- 
duct or wrongdoing” once the 
investigation has been com- 
pleted. 

The grand jury is examining 
whether White House and 
Treasury Department meet- 
ings involving Mr. Nussbaum, 
Mr. Ickes and federal regula- 
tors might have interferred 
with a government investiga- 
tion of Madison Guaranty acti- 
vities that could have benefit- 
ted Bill and Hillary Rodham 
Ginton. 

In the Senate, the call for 


Whitewater hearings was 
drafted in daylong negotiations 
between Democratic leader 
George Mitchell and Republi- 
can leader Bob Dole. 

The non-binding resoluti- 
on. attached as an amend- 
ment to an unrelated bill by a 
9S-0 vote, stated that the two 
Senate leaders “should meet 
and determine the appropriate 
timetable, procedures and 
forum for appropriate congres- 
sional oversight.” 

It said hearing could cover 
“all matters related to Madison 
Guaranty Savings and Loan 
Association, Whitewater De- 
velopment Corporation and 
Capital Management Services 
Inc." 

But it said the hearings 
“should be structured and 
sequenced” so as not to inter- 
fere with Mr. Fiske's investiga- 
tion. 

It also said that none of the 
witnesses called to testify 
should be given immunity over 
Mr. Fiske's objections. 

Mr. Fiske has opposed any 
congressional involvement, 
Saying it could compromise his 
own investigation. 

Mr. Clinton said Whitewater 
hearings in Congress would be 
a waste of money. 

But be fold reporters rhar a 
decision on bearings, which 
had been eagerly sought by 
congressional Republicans, 
was not up to him but to 
Congress as a co-equal branch 
of government. 

Meanwhile, the New York 


Times reported that first lady 
Hillary Ginton made a big 
profit in the commodities mar- 
ket with the help of a fellow 
lawyer who represented one of 
Arkansas’ most powerful com- 
panies. 

A report in Friday's editions 
of the newspaper said Mrs. 
Clinton made about $100,000 
in one year in the normally 
risky commodities market with 
the advice and help of James 
Blair, a Clinton confidante and 
powerful Arkansas lawyer. 

Mrs. Clinton’s investments 
m the market began just a few 
weeks before her husband was 
first elected Arkansas gov- 
ernor in 1978, according to the 
report. At the time, Mr. Blair 
was tiie top lawyer for Tyson 
Foods Inc of Springdale. 
Arkansas, the nation's biggest 
poultry company. 

Tyson benefited from a vari- 
ety of state actions during Mr. 
Clinton's tenure, as attorney 
general of Arkansas and later 
as governor, including a $9 
million in government loans, 
the placement of company ex- 
ecutives on state boards and 
favourable decisions on en- 
vironmental issues, the report 
says. 

The paper quoted Mr. Blair, 
in telephone interviews, as 
confirming that he encouraged 
Mrs. Clinton to invest in the 
comodmes market, especially 
m cattle futures, and used h« 

IO ■ hel P JpMde her 
through a senes of lucrative 


Shoes betray 
veiled Romeo 

CAIRO (R) — A young Egyp- 
tian man dressed np as a veiled 
woman in the hope of reaching 
his closely guarded girlfriend 
but his shoes gave him away 
and he ended up in a police 
station on suspicion of plan- 
ning acts of violence- A woman 
spotted the tell-tale men s 
shoes as the student was walk- 
ing through the market in the 
town of Badresbin, 20 
kilometres south of Cairo, on 
his way to his rendez-vous. She 
thought he was a Muslim mih- 
tan f Raised the alarm and 
passers-by arrested the man. 
Police later released him. The 
government newspaper Al- 
Akhbar reported Friday. 

Son tears down 
mother’s house 
after quarrel 

TOKYO (AP) -7 A man who 
was quarreling with his mother 
drove to her house with a 
power shovel and tore it down, 
police said. Kiyomi Suzuki, 42, 
of Kita-Shiohara in northern 
Japan, had argued frequently 
iwith bis mother over the up- 
*brmgjng of his three children, 
of whom he had custody after a 
divorce. When Mr. Suzuki vi- 
sited his mother’s bouse Tues- 
day night with the children, he 
accused her of spoiling them 
and went- home by himself, 
said local police spokesman 
Hidemasa Takagj- Mr. Suzuki 
returned at around 11 p.m. 
.driving a backhoe, a machine 
used to dig trendies. After 
evacuating the children, Mr. 
Suzuki tore down his *•'<»** 
two-story wooden house in ab- 
out 20 minutes, Mr. Takagj 
said. The mother, 69-year-old 
Masako Suzuki, escaped. No 
one was hurt. Mr. Suzuki, who 
owned die backhoe for his job 
as a fish breeder, was arrested 
on suspicion of destroying 
p roperty, Mr.Takagi said. 

S. Korea ships 
105,000 condoms 
to Sarajevo 

SARAJEVO (AP) — A ship- 
ment of 105,000 condoms don- 
ated by South Korea will be 
distributed to Sarajevans this 
week, a U.N. official said 
Thursday. “I don’t really know 
to what extent it is going to 
satisfy .the needs of die popula- 
tion/’ said Kris Janowski, 
spokesman for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). Sarajevo’s popular 
tion is around 300,000. The 
.condoms, warehoused at 
Sarajevo airport, were to be 
distributed along with the food 
and other humanitarian aid 
regularly dispensed by the 
UNHCR, Mr. Janowski said 
Most pharmacies in the Bos- 
nian capital, blockaded for'23 
months, ran out of birth- 
control pills long ago. Pre-war 
condom stocks are sold on the 
black market for about 2.50 
German marks ($1.50) each, 
or about one month's salary for 
most residents. "Before the 
,war, I use to joke about con- 
doms,” said Hasan Bilagic, 27. 
“But now it is very difficult to 
feed my 18-month-old son, and 
I bave to be very careful not to 
have another kid in such condi- 
tions.” ■ 

World’s biggest 
toad dies 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — 
“Prince,” the world's biggest 
toad in captivity, has died, its 
owner said. Prince, who has 
been prominently displayed on 
the cover of the Guiness Book 
of Records, died of old age 
Wednesday. He was 12 years 
old. He set a new world record 
in 1987 when he weighed in at 
2.7 kilos (5.9 pounds). But 
after munching on rats before 
mating season last September, 
be easily smashed his own re- 
cord of 3.7 Irilos (8.1 pounds). 
^J‘He didn’t feel well when he 
was . to appear at a supermar- 
ket, Swedish News Agency 
HT) quoted owner Hakan 

Forsberg as saying. “We drove 

immediately to a veterinary 
dime but despite applying ox- 
ygen, the doctors could not 
save his life," Mr. Forsberg 

Pavarotti arrival 

triggers fistfight 
in Manila 

MSS* (?) -nt arrival 
of Italian opera star Luciano 

Pavarotti f a co ntrovcrsial 

concert in Manila triggered a 
brawl between an aide and 1 
Photographer. As reported 
swarmed around the laS 
tenor, a photographer took ex- 

^hon to one of the singe” 

tiunrf,5°w n8 faim and 
punched him 0 n the jaw, wit-' 

hu 5 *? Tbe aide retaliated 
by hurling his radio at the 

flas > h 0 ?f phe^, - breakl ‘ng his 
flash Pavarotti’s concert has 

fiSfrS COntrovers y in the Ph? 
pPPmes as an unnecessary 
travagance in a pooTStry. 
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Sports 

After pleading guilty, Harding 
must now pick up the pieces 
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PORTLAND. Ore. (AP) — 
Her competitive skating career 
is finished, she reportedly is 
nearly broke and, by her own 
admission, her life is a mess. 

Yet, there was Tonya Hard* 
ing on the ice again Thursday, 
cheerfully practicing and play- 
ing with youngsters, less than 
24 hours after pleading guilty 
to conspiring to hinder pro- 
secution in the attack on Nancy 
Kerrigan. 

“If I want to skate. I'll 
skate," she said. “It's my life, 
all right.** 

As part of a plea bargain, 
Harding resigned from the 
U.S. Figure Skaring Associa- 
tion, effectively ending her 
competitive career. 

Harding was grumpy when 
she showed up at the suburban 
shopping mall Thursday, tell- 
ing reporters to “quit bugging 
me'' as she walked to the rink. 

But as soon as she put on her 
skates, her spirits began to 
improve. 

She practiced a few jumps, 
crashing to the wall once and 
.hurting her right knee slightly, 
but joking as she was helped 
up by training partner Angela 
Meduna. 

When the practice session 
ended, Harding stayed on the 
ice. playfully skating with one 
of her friends from the special 
Olympics and holding up a 
young boy as he tentatively 


skated around the rink. 

Harding said Thursday she'd 
love to coach, but on the sur- 
face, her future looks bleak. 

As part of her plea, she must 
pay a SIOO.OOO fine, contribute 
£50,000 to the special Olym- 
pics and pay Multnomah coun- 
ty S10.00Q to cover some pro- 
secution costs. 

A source close to the case 
said she has enough money to 
meet those requirements, but 
the payments will leave her 
“tapped out.” 

Harding signed a deal with 
the syndicated magazine TV 
show “Inside Edition” that re- 
portedly pays her between 
£300.000 and £500,000. But 
that money apparently wifi be 
gone after she makes her court 
ordered payments. 

At 23, Harding faces few 
prospects for making money 
on the ice. She was to have 
been on a plane to Japan 
Thursday for next week's 
world figure skating cham- 
pionships. But her resignation 
from the figure skating associa- 
tion means she no longer is a 
pan of the U.S- team. 

Without her USFSA mem- 
bership. she also can't compete 
in either of the two lucrative 
pro-AM competitions. She's 
free to participate in some ice 
shows. But promoters might 
shy away from her because of 
the taint of the Kemgan affair. 
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THE CANADIAN COUNT 


North -South vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 

• A64 
TK53 
M AS 

+ Q J 10 9 4 
WEST EAST 

* J 10 9 S 2 *53 

?AQ2 ? J 7 S 4 

C 9 a 4 > 10 7 6 5 2 

* A K *8 2 

SOUTH 
*KQ7 
7 10 9 8 
CKQ J 

* 7 6 5 3 

The bidding; ... 

West North East South 

1 * Dbl ' Pass 2 NT 

Pass 3 NT Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of * 

In yesterday’s column we fea- 
tured one aspect of counting. By 
playing out as many winners as pos- 
sible. a picture of the distribution 
emerged which allowed declarer to 
take the percentage line when faced 
with a two-way finesse. Today, 
counting points was the key factor 
in bringing home the bacon. 

We are not sure we would hare 
found a takeout double with the 
North hand after West opened one . 


spade. However, North was Canadi- 
an star Eric Murray, who has a rep- 
utation for somewhat creative acts 
at the card table. As a result. South, 
the late Doug Drury, became declar- 
er at a reasonable tbree-no-tmmp 
contract. 

West led the jack of spades, won 
in the closed hand- Since there was 
no way for declarer to come to nine 
tricks without dubs, that suit was 
started immediately. In with the 
king of dubs. West took time to 
study the situation. The defenders 
needed tricks fast and almost all the 
high cards were accounted for by 
West. North and Sooth. The most 
East could hold was .aatray jack or . 
so, and unless it was in hearts there 
was no hope. So West found the 
brilliant shift to the queen of hearts. 

Unfortunately, declarer also had 
worked out that East was virtually 
broke. Disdaining a chance to en- 
a sure a heart trick by covering. East 
‘ ducked. West countered by continu- 
ing with the two of hearts! South 
was having none of it. With the ace 
of hearts marked with West, declar- 
er shot up with dummy’s king and 
knocked out the ace of dubs. There 
was no way the defenders could get 
more than two heart tricks and two 
dubs. 


aagesaan 


i Thank you - Thank you - Thank you 


MOTHERS 


, wife - natural - In Law - step 
r z ON Mothers day 

I Say it with a present with their 
birth stones in 18 k gold froml 






AJANl 

JEWELLERS 

WWW 


Amra Hotel 
Amman 


jewellers 


barlant 





m 








OPENS TODAY 

GVRANTEED QUALITY JEWEL 



T 


A 

Y 


A 

T 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

. PHILADELPHIA 


Jeao-Oaude Van Damme 

HARD TARGET 

Shows: H:1HI. I AW. 3-J0- h:l?. S:Jn. lit.*) 


Cinema 


Any ice show participation 
would have to be limited to the 
three west coat states. As part 
of her three-year probation, 
her travel is restricted to Ore- 
gon, Washington and Califor- 
nia. 

One way to make money 
would be to sign a deal for a 
movie of her life story. Oregon 
has a law that requires con- 
victed criminals to turn over 
proceeds from movies or books 
about their crimes to a state 
fund. The victim of the crime 
can then sue to get some of 
that money. 

However, a similar law in 
New York has been ruled un- 
constitutional and Oregon au- 
thorities say they do not plan 
to enforce it. 

Harding must undergo 
psychiatric evaluation as part 
of her plea bargain deal and 
agree to whatever counselling 
is necessary. 

Harding admitted she con- 
spired with her former hus- 
band Jeff Giilooly and her 
would-be bodyguard Shawn 
Eckardt Jan. 10 to fabricate an 
alibi for the Kerrigan attack. 
The session occurred hours af- 
ter she had returned from the 
U.S. figure skating cham- 
pionships in Detroit. 

Kerrigan was struck above 
the right knee Jan. 6 in Detroit 
prior to the U.S. cham- 
pionships. With Kerrigan out 
of the competition because of 
the injury, Harding won her 
second U.S. title, USFSA offi- 
cials have said Harding may be 
stripped of that championship. 

Norm Frink, chief deputy 
district attorney for Mult- 
nomah County, took issue with 
a statement Harding released 
Wednesday that said' her guilty 
plea merely confirmed what 
she already had admitted ab- 
out her role in the case. He 
noted that Harding never bad 
admitted to conspiring to cover 
up the plot and had never 
admitted she knew about it 
that early. 

“The fact of the matter is 
that her plea is completely 
inconsistent with every public 
statement she’s made on this 
case," Frink said. 

Frink Said there’ is 'substan- 
tial evidence Harding-was in on 
the plot and said he was pre- 
pared to proceed with an in- 
dictment against her had she 
not agreed to the plea bargain. 


Sonics become first NBA 
team to clinch playoff berth 


MINNEAPOLIS. Minnesota 
( R) — The Seattle Supersonics 
became the first NBA team to 
clinch a playoff spot and Nate 
McMillan became their all- 
time steals leader late Thurs- 
day when they beat the Minne- 
sota Timberwolves 107-92. 

Shawn Kemp had 21 points 
and 14 rebounds and Gary 
Payton added 19 points, in- 
cluding six during a 10-0 
fourth-quarter run, to help 
Seattle bounce back from an 
89-87 home loss to woeful De- 
troit Tuesday and improve to 
league-best 46-16. 

Kendall Gill also had 19 
points, while Sani Perkins had 
16 and Detlef Schrempf 14 for 
the Sonics. 

Kemp made ll-of-13 free 
throws and Payton connected 
on 9 -of- 10 as Seattle hit 40-of- 
43 from the foul line. 

McMillan had five steals to 
run his total to 1.150 as a 
Sonic, surpassing Fred 
Brown’s 1.149. 

The Sonics had 20 steals in 
the game, five shy of the NBA 
record. 

Stacey King scored 17 
points, Doug West had 14 
Mike Brown tied a career high 
with 16 rebounds for Minneso- 
ta. which lost its 21st game in 
its last 24 and fell to 17-46 for 
the season. 

Minnesota's Christian Laert- 
ner missed his fifth straight 
game with a groin injury. 

The Sonics have beaten the 
Wolves 12 straight times. 

In New York. Patrick Ewing 
scored 26 points and grabbed 
13 rebounds to send the Knicks 
to a 105-83 victory over the 
Milwaukee Bucks, rheir 
season-high eighth straight 
win. 

The Knicks have not allowed 
an opponent to score 90 points 
during the winning streak, 
tying an NBA record since the 
inception of the 24-second shot 
dock in 1954-55. Hie Knicks 
tied the eight-straight mark set 
bv the Syracuse Nationals in 
1954. 

Anthony Mason added 17 
points and nine rebounds and 
Derek Harper chipped in 13 
points for New York, which 
took over sole possession of 
first place in the Eastern Con- 
ference at 44-19. one half game 
in front of the idle Atlanta 
Hawks. 

Vin Baker, playing with an 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Spacious, 3 bedrooms, two bathrooms, living and 
dining rooms, deluxe furniture, with telephone. Ground 
floor surrounded by a small garden. 

Location: Shmeisani, opposite the Arab Bank building. 

Caff tel. 674213, 669012 


LADIES 

Keep this number 

618635 

In 10 days we can provide you with your maid 
from Sri Lanka and the Phillipines at the 
lowest cost. 

Please call daily from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

NB: We also have maids to work on 
monthly basis or sleep in. 


WANTED 


EXECUTIVE AND MANAGER SECRETARY 

1. FLUENT IN SPOKEN AND WRITTEN 
ENGLISH. 

2. PLEASANT PERSONALITY AND ENJOYS 
HIGH COMMUNICATION SKILLS 

3. CAN USE WORDPROCESSOR . 

4. SHOULD BE READY TO WORK FULL 
TIME. 

5. UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE GRADUATE 
IS PREFERABLE. 

6. KNOWLEDGE OF COMPUTER IS AN 
ASSET. 

QUALIFIED AND INTERESTED CANDI- 
DATES MAY CALL FOR AN INTERVIEW 
APPOINTMENT. 

C.V. WITH RECENT PHOTO SHOULD BE 
PRESENTED BEFORE INTERVIEW 


S PLEASE CALL BETWEEN 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
s TEL : 610444 


injured left hand, had 25 points 
and 11 rebounds and Blue Ed- 
wards netted 21 points to pace 
Milwaukee, which suffered its 
sixth straight defeat and fell to 
17-46. 

At Golden State. Otis 
Thorpe had 21 points and a 
season-high 21 rebounds to 
lead the Houston Rockets to 
their third straight victory. 1 12- 
99 over the Warriors. 

Vernon Maxwell scored a 
game-high 25 points. 11 of 
them in the fourth quarter, and 
added eight assists for the 
Rockets, who took the lead for 
good at 20-19, led by 12 at 
halftime and never led by less 
than eight points the rest of the 
way. 

Hakeem Olajuwon had 19 
points and 14 rebounds while 
Robert Horry had 15 points 
and 10 rebounds for Houston, 
which outrebounded Golden 
State 59-44. 

Chris Mullin led Golden 
State with 22 points. Latreli 
Sprewell added 21 and Chris 
Webber had 17 points and 
eight rebounds. 

In Miami. Rony Seikaly 
scored 28 points and Glen Rice 
added 24 to lift the Heat to a 
115-98 rout of the Dallas 
Mavericks, who lost their 10th 
straight for their third double- 
digit losing streak of the sea- 
son. 

Seikaly also grabbed 14 re- 
bounds and Brian Shaw added 
1 1 points and 11 assists for the 
Heat (36-27). who have won 12 
of their last 14 games. 

Jim Jackson led Dallas with 
25 points, eight rebounds and 
six assists. Tim Legier added. 
17 points. 

Dallas (8-55) also has had 
losing streaks of 20 and 16 
games this season. 

In Los Angeles. Bryant Stith 
sank four free throws in the 
final 30 seconds to lift the 
Denver Nuggets to a 102-99 
victory over the Clippers. 

Dikembe Mutombo and 
Mahmoud Abdul Rauf scored 
21 points apiece for the Nug- 
gets, who climbed back to the 
.500 mark (31-31). 
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Agassi beats Edberg; Graf to 
face Zvereva in Lipton final : 


KEY BISCAYNE. Florida (R) 
— Andre Agassi proved hts 
comeback is for real with a 
solid win over Stefan Edberg at 
the S3.3 million Lipton Cham- 
pionships Thursday white for 
Steffi Graf, there hasn't been 
any doubt for quite a while that 
she is for real. 

Agassi, recovered from re- 
cent wrist surgery, pounded 
out a 7-6 6-2 quarter-final vic- 
tory over the second-seeded 
Swede. 

In a women's semifinal. Graf 
beat American Lindsay 
Davenport 6-0 7-6 for her 
record-breaking 27th consecu- 
tive straight-sets win. 

In the final, her path to a 
third Lipton singles title is 
blocked by someone she has 
beaten 13 times, ninth-seeded 
Natalia Zvereva of Belarus. 

Agassi, ranked 3lst. will 
play 46th-ranked Australian 
Patrick Rafter, the only un- 
seeded player left in the 
tournament, in one side of the 
men's semifinals while top seed 
Pete Sampras faces fourth seed 
and fellow American Jim 
Courier in the other. 

Agassi said he was amazed 
at his rapid return from injury. 


“Oh my goodness. I never 
would have believed that I 
could come back this quick. 
This strong." said Agassi, who 
already beat Boris Becker ear- 
lier in the tournament. 

“I'm a man On a mission. My 
goal is to take my career to 
where it's never been before." 
added Agassi. 

Edberg offered Agassi a big 
opening by blowing four con- 
secutive set points in the tie- 
break. 

Edberg. who admitted to 
feeling sluggish, led 6-2 in the 
crucial tie-break before falling 
apart . as Agassi won seven of 
the next eight points to take 
the breaker 9-7. 

“1 did give away the tieb- 
reaker." Edberg said. ”1 play- 
ed a few sloppy points." 

Earlier. Graf, the women's 
top seed, fought of two set 
points by Davenport, the 
seventh seed, as the American 
stretched her to a tiebreak for 
the first time in 36 matches. 

But Graf kept her perfect 
record for straight sets. 

Sidelined superstar Monica 
Seles set the previous mark of 
26 consecutive straight-set wins 
in 1990. which Graf equalled 


with her quarter-final win over 
Kimiko Date of Japan. 

“I'm not worried about los~/ 
ing a set.** said Graf. who. • 
seemed blase about her ren _. 
markable accomplishment. . 

Zvereva defeated Brenda. 
Schultz of the Netherlands 60 „■ 
6-4 in a 66-minute semifinal . 
after winning the first eight 
games of the match, ft was 
Zvereva's fifth straight victory., 
over Schultz, who won only- 13 
points in the first set. 

As in previous meetings, - 
Zvereva nullified Schultz's .. 
topspin and hard first serve . 
with low slice and clever 
angles. . , 

“I've just got to be up for,, 
this game and to do my best.''-, 
said 'Zvereva of her coming.; 
final with Graf. “Everybody's , 
beatable. I can say that. Byt 
she’s tough to beat right now ; " 

Rafter' came close to srli-, : 
mi nation in his quarter-final - 
against unseeded American - 
Jim Grabb. but prevailed 1-6 . 
4-6 61. Grabb sprained .his-; 
right ankle midway through 
the second set, losing both 
mobility and confidence and , 
Rafter controlled the match*; 
after that. 


The Fellow wins Cheltenham Gold Cup 


CHELTENHAM. England 
(R) — The Fellow finally be- 
came the first French-trained 
winner of the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup Thursday, winning 
the prestigious prize at the 
fourth attempt in a pulsating 
finish with favourite Jodami. 

Trainer Francois Doumen 
could not hide his joy as the 
Fellow, twice beaten by a short 
head in the Cheltenham Gold 
Cup, held offlast year's winner 
by a length-and-a-half. 

“At last this is a great horse 
and he deserved to win more 
than anybody else,” said Dou- 
men. 

“We've been here four years 
already, which is something, 
but this is his great reward." 
Ridden by regular partner, 
Polish-born Adam Kondrat, 


the Fellow, a 7-1 chance, bat- 
tled up the Cheltenham hill to 
hold off Jodami, the 6-4 
favourite ridden by Mark 
Dwyer. It was a three-way 
battle from two out between 
Young Hustler. Jodami with 
the Fellow sandwiched be- 
tween them. The Fellow, who 
had not scored in five previous 
efforts this season, jumped the 
last well and touched down in 


front and, hard though Jodami' 
battled, there was no pulling;* 
him back. Young Hustler; s‘‘ 
20-1 shot ridden by Cart' 
Llewellyn, finished third of the" 
15 runners. Jodami's trainer 
Peter Beaumont said: “He just r ; 
didn't meet the last. If he'd.* 
pinged it, it might have made a 1 
difference but I am not saying 
that cost him the race. It's ’ttije 
Whitbread next or nothing." 

* J '•./ 


WANTED TO RENT 

The American Embassy is seeking to rent a warehouse 
in order to store residential and office furniture and 
supplies. 

The warehouse should be located on ground level, and 
the size should be between 300 and 500 square 
metres. 

The desired locations are Abdoun, Sweifieh. Um 
Summaq, Um Utheina, or the general area between 4th 
and 5th Circles. 

All offers must include the asking price, size in square 
metres, address of the warehouse and the name, 
address and telephone number of the owner. 

The embassy will deal only with owners. 

Offers should be sent to: 

American Embassy 
Attn: General Services Officer 
P.O.Box 354 
Amman - Jordan 


o III c I h i II -» t: i s c Jo r a change.... 



LOOKING 
FOR JOB 

• _ 

A Sri Lankan lady with a diplomatic visa and very good- 
command of both English & Arabic is looking for a job with a 
European family. 

Please call: 663580 'Naii 1 
or 650159 ‘Hamdi* 



|| Female , 9 months old , with her DOGHOUSE 

PLEASE CALL ( 66870 1 ) 


SUPER DELUXE, NEWLY BUILT — 

FURNISHED SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms. 3 salons, interior and 
exterior decorations, verandas, flower garden, waterfall, central 
heating, telephone, separate entrance, garage for two cars, never 
inhabited before. Located opposite the University of Jordan Hospital, 
behind Badan female students dormitory. Suitable lor diplomatic' 
missions. 

Call the owner directly (Samir Jarar) TeL 840767 - 846896 




MAurice N.Akkawi&sons. 



HiP 


Louis Feraud 

Lo.’Xv: » -<x,\ i'O' : 

Amra Commercial center_Um utheina 
Tel 625407 




Tel.: 699238 


Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


Adel Emam in 


TERRORIST 

(Shows: 10:00- 12:341. 3:«i. 5:00 h:45. S-.Til. IU:30 


CONCORD “T 

Sylvester Stallone — in 

Demolition Man 

Shew.: MW. h-to. «:.«». |Ujn 

CONCORD ‘2* 

Women of Desire 

Shows: S:JU. 7:tm. 8:45, l«:3» 
Special film for children 

Dennis The Menace 

Shows: 11:30 a.m.. 1:30. 3:IHi p.in. 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


Forbidden X Forbidden 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil A1 Mesfedni Theatre 


presents a play entitled: 

A1 11m Huron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer lssa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan A! Shaer. Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 

Coming soon: The next play 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


The theatre will be closed 
for vacation 
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U.S. urges Russia to 
scrap its chemical arms 
following deal with NATO 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry urged Russia on Friday 
to go ahead with the destruc- 
tion of its chemical and biolo- 
gical weapons and offered 
American expertise in the diffi- 
cult task. 

Winding up a two-day visit. 
Mr. Perry praised Russia's 
agreement to join the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation's 
(NATO) “Partnership for 
Peace" with Eastern European 
and former Soviet states. 

"It will be more successful 
and meaningful, with Russia 
joining," he said of Moscow's 
promise on Thursday that it 
will be ready this month to sign 
up to the East-West program- 
me of peacekeeping and other 
joint efforts. 

Mr. Perry and Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin told reporters after a 
meeting that they discussed 
Moscow's stockpile of chemic- 
al and biological arms and 
agreements between the two 
countries to destroy the 
weapons. 

The United States is in the 
process of destroying its own 
chemical and biological agents 
under stringent controls. The 
two men said the issue of Rus- 
sian weapons would be taken 
up further at a meeting ex- ‘ 
pected to take place in 
Washington in June. 

"I raised to the prime minis- 
ter the importance we attach to 
getting rid of the chemical 
weapons and the biological 
weapons and having satisfac- 
tory means of confirming that 
that has been done," Mr. Perry 
told reporters later. 

"I also offered him assist- 
ance in the area of getting 
those facilities dosed down 
and cleaned up," he said. “He 
was thankful for that offer of 
assistance." 

Mr. Perry is on a week-long 
trip during which he will also 
visit Kazakhstan, Ukraine and 
Belarus to improve bilateral 
ties and encourage democratic 
and market reforms. 

He said Washington was 


already helping Russia with 
money and advice on how to 
destroy its chemical weapons 
and was ready to do the same 
with biological arms. 

Mr. Perry, travelling behind 
the former iron curtain for the 
first time since he took office in 
February, expressed delight at 
the decision by Europe's most 
powerful military force to join 
NATO’s new Partnership for 
Peace plan. 

“Russia is a great power, a 
nuclear power. They will play a 
very special role in the part- 
nership for peace,” he told 
reporters at a brief joint press 
conference with Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin. 

“This would be a major 
event in NATO," Perry said in 
response to questions. 

“We deliberately will not 
put any conditions (on mem- 
bership). I don't think this 
represents backing down.” Mr. 
Chernomyrdin said, referring 
to Russia's previous position 
that it must be given special 
status in the partnership. 

At least 12 other countries 
have already signed up to the 
programme, under which East- 
ern European and former 
Soviet states will forge closer 
military ties with NATO coun- 
tries but would not be full 
members of the alliance. 

The allies have been anx- 
iously courting Russia, which 
had criticised the partnership 
and warned NATO against giv- 
ing other former Soviet states 
full membership. 

Before flying to the Kazakh 
capital Alma-Ata later on Fri- 
day. Mr. Perry signed an 
agreement premising another 
S2Q million in “defence conver- 
sion” funds from Washington 
to help change the vast Soviet 
arms industry to commercial 
production and retrain its 
workers. 

The money is pan of more 
than SI billion which the Un- 
ited States has pledged to Rus- 
sia and other former Soviet 
states for defence conversion, 
the destruction of nuclear arms 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bosporus Strait opens to traffic 

ISTANBUL ( AP) — The Bosporus Strait reopened to traffic 
Friday when the crude oil aboard a stricken tanker stopped 
burning, five days after the vessel collided with a freighter. 
“The strait is open to traffic as of 9 a.m. (0600 GMT) and the 
fire is totally extinguished," Deputy Governor Ruhi Peker 
said. Some 200 vessels from various nations have been waiting 
at both sides of the waterway to get through. The Bosporus 
Strait links Istanbul's European and Asian coasts and is a 
major shipping route. Sunday's accident occurred after the 
freighter Ship Broker, which was sailing empty towards the 
Black Sea, collided with the oil tanker Nassia, which was 
carrying 51.000 tonnes of crude oil from Russia to Italy. Both 
were registered as Greek-Cypriot vessels. 

U.S. sees no threats to Cairo meeting 

BONN (R) — A senior U.S. counter-terrorism official said on 
Friday he was confident Egypt could protect a major U.N. 
conference in Cairo in September from being targetted by 
militants. State Department Counsellor Tim Wirth brushed off 
news reports that the U.N. conference on population and 
development would be at risk from bombings and shootings 
aimed at foreign tourists in Egypt. Mr. Wirth said the United 
States was helping President Hosni Mubarak's government to 
crack down on extremists. “We've worked very, very closely 
with Egyptian security. We've had our best teams working 
with die Egyptians on this issue," Mr. Wirth. stopping over in 
Bonn after meeting Egyptian authorities in Cairo, told 
reporters. 

Swedish referendum on EU on Nov. 13 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — Swedes will decide next fall whether 
their country should join the European Union (EU). Prime 
Minister Carl Bildt said Friday a referendum on Swedish 
membership in the giant trading bloc has been set for Nov. 13. 
Mr. Bildt announced the date following a meeting with leaders 
of the other parties in his centre-right coalition government. 
Sweden concluded its membership negotiations with the EU 
on March 1, together with Finland and Austria. Norway 
reached an agreement last Wednesday. 

Somalis capture Filipino fishermen 

MANILA (R) — Somali gunmen have captured 23 Filipino 
crewmen from a Taiwanese trawler illegally fishing in Somali 
( waters and Manila is checking reports the Somalis have 
threatened to kill them, officials said here on Friday. Foreign 
Secretary Roberto Romulo said the 23 were arrested last 
month off northeastern Somalia and Filipino diplomats were 
in touch with Somali officials and U.N. representatives in the 
area to seek their release. Manila newspapers, quoting 
' diplomatic reports, said the Somalis had threatened to kill the 
’Filipinos if an unspecified, ransom was not paid. Sixteen 
Pakistanis previously captured by Somali militia were released 
after Pakistani officials paid S7.00Q ransom for each, the 
newspapers said. 

Rochelle Manning dies in prison 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Rochelle Manning, an American immig- 
‘ rant who was awaiting extradition to the U.S. in connection 

• with a murder trial, died Friday in an Israeli prison, a 
■ spokesman said. Manning. 54. who immigrated in 1986 and 

settled in the Kir. at Arba soiloment near Hebron, apparently 
'suffered a heart . r-v a . ice* >pokesman Dubi 

• ben-Ami said. She fell ill and collapsed Friday morning about 
an hour after morning roil call at the Neve Tirza women’s 
prison near Tei Aviv, following morning prayers and a drink, 
Ben-Ami said. A prison doctor tried for 40 minutes to revive 
her. Mr. Ben- Ami said there was “no suspicion of suicide," 
but that a routine probe of Mrs. Manning’s death was 
underway. The supreme court had cleared the way for her 
extradition, ruling 3gainst her appeal of the order on March 2. 


and building housing for tens 
of thousands of former Russian 
troops. 

In a surprise announcement 
following an hour long meet- 
ing, with Perry. Pavel 
Grachev, Russia's defence 
minister, said final details of 
the proposal to join NATO are 
being worked out. 

"At the end of this month 
we will be ready." General 
Grachev said. 

The question of how such an 
alliance might work took on 
concrete form in the meeting 
* as Mr. Perry and Gen. 
Grachev discussed Russian 
participation in the peacekeep- 
ing effort in Bosnia. 

“We agreed to work 
together as equal partners with 
the Bosnians, the Croats, and 
the Muslims to work towards 
peace," Mr. Perry said. 

In the State Duma, the more 
powerful of the two legislative 
branches, the partnership got a 
less favourable review in a 
daylong hearing of committee 
leaders Thursday. 

“We have botched it," said 
Vladimir Petrovich Lukin, 
chairman of the committee for 
international affairs. “It can 
only be described as dictating 
conditions to others." 

Mr. Lukin, who is consi- 
dered a Russian reformer, said 
that if partnership is a com- 
promise. “it reminds me of a 
compromise of a rapist" who 
offers his victim the choice 
between cooperation and vio- 
lence. 

During the debate, one of 
Gen. Grac.hev's deputies. 
Pavel Zolotarev, acknolwedged 
Russia occupies an 
“unfavourabie-geopetitieal- en- 
vironment,'’ but risks isolation 
if it spurns the partnership. 

“We shall thus be playing a 
role of outside observer of the 
political process in Europe, 
whose opinion would be given 
less and less heed,” Mr. Zolo- 
tarev said. As a member of the 
partnership, he said, Rus- 
sia would have "greater free- 
dom of movement in promot- 
ing national interests." 


Shamseddin 
to replace 
missing Sadr 

BEIRUT (AP) — Sheikh 
Mohammad Mehdi Shamsed- 
din. a staunch advocate of 
Muslim-Christian coexistence, 
was elected Friday spiritual 
leader of Lebanon's in- 
creasingly powerful Shiite 
Muslims. 

Sheikh Shamseddin. 61. was 
chosen to lead Lebanon's 
largest sect in a unanimous 
vote by the 46 members of the 
Higher Shiite Council's legisla- 
tive and executive branches. 

The council runs the day-to- 
day religious affairs of the 1.2 
million Shiite and sets guide- 
lines for the community's rep- 
resentatives in the government 
and parliament. 

Sheikh Shamseddin replaced 
Imam Musa Sadr, a charisma- 
tic Shiice leader who headed 
the council from 1969 until he 
went missing in Libya in 
September 1978. Sadr also was 
the founder of the Amal 
(hope) movement, which 
fielded the main Shiite militia 
during Lebanon's 1975-1990 
civil war. 

For many years, Sadr’s fol- 
lowers believed their leader 
was alive and imprisoned in 
Libya. Libya has denied that, 
claiming he left for Italy after a 
visit. 

Sadr’s disappearance trig- 
gered several Shiite admission 
that Sadr was probably dead. 

In an acceptance speech af- 
ter the vote. Sheikh Shamsed- 
din called on Christians and 
Muslims to close ranks to block 
any attempt to rekindle the 
civil war. 

He said Lebanon can survive 
only by the coexistence of its 
various religions. 

Even during the darkest 
days of the civil war. Sheikh 
Shamseddin preached toler- 
ance. He repeatedly called for 
the unconditional release of 
Western hostages kidnapped 
by pro- Iranian extremists. 

But neither Sheikh Sham- 
seddin nor the council have 
any control over the fun- 
damentalists who owe alle- 
giance to the religious hierar- 
chy in Iran. 

Sheikh Shamseddin. howev- 
er. extended support for guer- 
rillas allied in an armed cam- 
paign to dislodge Israeli troops 
from a border enclave they 
occupy in South Lebanon. 

"Confronting the (Israeli) 
occupation is a right and duty 
for the Lebanese." he said . 



Palestinian children playing with toy guns push a handicapped man on a street in Gaza City (AFP 
photo) 

Palestinians in occupied 
lands oppose return to talks 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— As the U.N. Security 
Council prepared to vote on a 
resolution condemning the 
Feb. 25 massacre in Hebron 
by a Jewish settler, most 
Palestinians living under 
Israeli occupation said they 
strongly opposed the return 
of die Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) to 
autonomy talks with Israel. 

Many Fateh loyalists and 
opposition groups alike said 
the PLO should not return to 
the negotiating table before 
major and practical steps are 
taken by the occupation au- 
thorities to ensure increased 
security of the Palestinian 
population, speed up the 
autonomy process and curb 
restrictions on movement of 
people inside the occupied 
territories and East Jeru- 
salem. 

A leading member of the 
Palestinian negotiating team 
said: “These are not ‘de- 
mands’ anymore. They are 
necessities to keep the people 
believing and supporting the 
peace process. T7ie Israelis 
and Americans must realise 
that.’’ 

“The peace process, as it 
stood after the (Feb. 9) Cairo 


agreement, was like an aged 
man waiting to die. After 
Hebron that man died. The 
Israelis must now realise that 
giving us bread crumbs in- 
stead of slices of bread to 
eventually make a loaf un- 
acceptable. The approach 
will backfire and then both 
Israel and the PLO will suffer 
dearly.” said the Palestinian 
negotiator, predicting 
Hamas-led violence against 
both Israel and pro-peace 
talks Palestinians. 

“I don’t believe that 
Hamas has more than 15 per 
cent of the 'popular' support 
as a party, but if things don’t 
change they will lead the 
masses to a war fuelled by 
despair and hopelessness,” 
added the negotiator, who 
preferred anonymity. 

Spokesmen of parties 
opposed to the Oslo agree- 
ment, like the Palestine Peo- 
ple’s Party (PPP). maintain 
that the framework of the 
Oslo-Cairo agreements is the 
underlying reason for the 
opposition to a return to the 
talks. “The Hebron massacre 
let loose an outrage and dis- 
satisfaction that began with 
the Oslo-Cairo agreements," 
says former peace negotiator 
and PPP spokesman in the 
occcupied territories Ghassan 
Kbatib. 


“On the ground, here in 
the occupied territories, 
many things are not only 
standing still since Oslo but 
moving backwards and we, 
the Palestinians, should not 
agree to return to talks that 
have become a smokescreen 
for Israeli designs to further 
usurp our lands and curtail 
the declaration of princi- 
ples," said Mr. Khatib. 

Mr. Khatib, who also 
heads the Jerusalem Media 
and Communications Centre 
(JMCC), says that the con- 
tinued expansion of settle- 
ments in the occupied terri- 
tories is as much as issue that 
is "immediate" as security of 
the population. 

“To address the security 
issue alone is not comprehen- 
sive enough. The security 
issue should not be used as a 
means to sideline the ocher 
equally important issues," he 
added. 

Even after Eid Ai Fitr, 
however, ail political group- 
ings in the occupied territor- 
ies continued to make pro- 
tests against the massacre the 
focus of their anti-occupation 
activities. Demonstrations in 
Raxnallah and Bir Zeit drew 
several thousand students on 
Thursday. 

(Conti nu ed on page 3) 


Suspects held in Jounieh church blast 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A 
number of suspects have been 
arrested in connection with a 
church bombing that killed 10 
worshippers three weeks ago 
and revived memories of the 
country's civil war terror. 

A police statement said Fri- 
day that the suspects had been 
turned over to examining 
Magistrate Joseph Freiha and 
charged in connection with the 
Feb. 27 bombing, in which 60 
people were wounded. 

The statement did not give 
, the names, affiliation or num- 
ber of those in custody. But it 
said Mr. Freiha had issued 
arrest warrants for a number of 
others implicated in the blast, 
which ripped through the 
Maronite Catholic church of 
Notre Dame de la Delivrance 
during Sunday sacrament. 

The names and numbers of 
the fugitive also were with- 
held. 

The police statement was the 
first official confirmation of 
arrests made in a widespread 
army crackdown, mounted af- 
ter the bombings. 

The explosion triggered a 
rash of bombing scares at 
schools, churches, mosques 
and cinemas in Beirut and its 
suburbs. 

It also jolted government 
efforts to dispel the terrorist 
image Beirut acquired during 


the 1975-1990 civil war and 
encourage foreign investment 
to rebuild Lebanon. 

The latest suspects were 
among 127 arrested earlier in 
connection with the church 
bombing. 

In Lebanon suspects are de- 
tained as part of an investiga- 
tion without arrest warrants. 
After interrogation and further 
investigation by a judge, the 
judge then either orders their 
release or issues an arrest war- 
rant to pave the way for put- 
ting them on trial. 

The judiciary sources said 
some of the detained suspects 
have confessed to Judge 
•Freiha that they took part in 
the bombing of the church near 
the port of Jounieh. 

The sources gave no further 
details, saying the “secret" in- 
vestigation was continuing. 

The Lebanese army and 
police have launched a dragnet 
in the wake of the church 
bombing, which was followed 
by a series of small bombings 
or attempted bombings in 
several Christian areas. 

The government has vowed 
to enforce tight security mea- 
sures throughout the country 
until “all terror and sabotage 
networks are uncovered." 

The bombing campaign has 
caused alarm in Lebanon, par- 


ticularly among the influential 
Christian minority. 

It has spread panic among 
citizens and police receive dai- 
ly dozens of calls reporting 
“suspicious objects" in various 
streets. 

Police ban movie 

Authorities in the northern 
city of Tripoli have banned an 
Egyptian movie mocking Mus- 
lim fundamentalists after a 
plea from a Sunni Muslim lead- 
er. 

Police on Sunday raided the 
Rivoli theatre, security sources 
said, to prevent the debut 
screening of "The Terrorist,” 
starring the highly popular 
Egyptian actor Adel Imam. 

But cinemas elsewhere in 
the country continued showing 
the film about an extremist 
who sets fire to video shops 
and attacks a jewelry store &nd 
tourist buses, deeming all of 
society to be against Islamic 
teachings. 

After one attack, he steals 
the car of a philosophy profes- 
sor to escape. He crashes .into 
another vehicle of a young 
woman who takes him home 
and treats his injuries, gradual- 
ly causing him to reconsider his 
hardline views. 

. A fist fight broke out in the 


audience at the Rivoli as the 
police stormed the theatre, 
according to the security 
sources. No serious injuries 
were reported. 

They said the crackdown 
came in response to a call for a 
ban on the movie by Sheikh 
Saeed Shaaban, leader of the 
Sunni Muslim fundamentalist 
group AI Tawheed. 

Sheikh Shaaban maintained 
the film is upsetting to Mus- 
lims, the sources said. 

Mr. Imam, the actor, has 
taken a strong stand against 
Muslim fundamentalists, espe- 
cially their opinion that main- 
stream dnema and arts violate 
Islamic law. 

Three years ago, he insisted 
on performing one of his plays 
in Assiut, an extremist stron- 
ghold in Egypt, despite threats 
to his life. 

During filming of “The Ter- 
rorist” police protection was 
provided for key actors. 
According to most Egyptian 
critics, the film is the harshest 
ever made on the subject of 
religious extremism. 

"The Terrorist" opened in 
Lebanon. Egypt and other 
Arab countries on Sunday. 

Tripoli, Lebanon’s second 
largest dty with a predomi- 
nantly Sunni population of 
800,000 is 80 kilometres north 
of Beirut. 


Cholera epidemic strikes Somalia 


By Reid G. Miller 

The Associated Press 

MOGADISHU — An out- 
break of cholera first noticed in 
Somalia last month has be- 
come an epidemic, with more 
than 100 people already dead 
and the toll growing daily. 

Christian Clark, a spokes- 
man for the U.N. Children's 
Fund (UNICEF), expressed 
concern Wednesday that 
efforts to control the epidemic 
could be jeopardised by the 
withdrawal of Western military 
forces. 

The United Stares. Ger- 
many. Italy. France and sever- 
al other nations are removing 
their troops from the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in Somalia 
by the end of March. 

With them are going heli- 
copters and airplanes that for 
more than a year have often 
been put at the disposal oi 
U.N. and private aid agencies. 


allowing them access to parts 
of the' country unreachable 
overland. 

"It's a real worry." Mr. 
Clark said. "Our ability to get 
around could be severely res- 
tricted." 

Cholera was first detected in 
the northern port of Bosasso a 
little more than a month ago. 
Since then, it has spread 1.600 
kilometres south to Kismayo 
and to a number of points in 
between. 

In Bosasso. 664 people have 
contracted the disease and at 
least 22 have died, Mr. Clark 
said. He said there were un- 
confirmed reports of 256 cases 
and 42 deaths in Bdet Huen. 
near the Ethiopian border in 
central Somalia. 

In Kismayo. 400 kilometres 
south of Mogadishu on the 
Indian Ocean. 261 cases have 
been confirmed the past four 
days. Mr. Clark said. Moga- 
dishu itself has reported 431. 
with an unconfirmed number 


of deaths. 

Mr. Clark said at least 100- 
people had died of the disease 
and the death toll could rise 
rapidly as information from 
remote areas becomes avail- 
able. 

Cholera is a viral disease 
most commonly contracted by 
drinking contaminated water. 
Its symptoms include high fev- 
er, vomiting and diarrhoea that 
leave its victims critically dehy- 
drated. 

Diagnosed and properly tre- 
ated early, it is not usually 
fatal. But in places like Soma- 
lia. with little sanitation and 
severe shortages of medical 
personnel, medicine and hos- 
pitals. it can be a ravaging 
killer. 

When American troops first 
came to Somalia in December 
1992 to help break a deadly 
famine then scourging the 
country, they were given a 
Defence Department pam- 


phlet that described Somalia as 
perhaps the unhealthiest coun- 
try on earth. 

More than 1.000 contamin- 
ated wells already have been 
chlorinated across the countty 
and tens of thousands of leaf- 
lets distributed advising Soma- 
lis on how to avoid the disease. 

Bill Bergquist. a U.N. offi- 
cial heading the anti-cholera 
campaign, acknowledged com- 
plaints from some Somali 
health workers that the world 
body may have been slow to 
respond to the outbreak. 

"I think we probably were a 
little slow to react initially, but 
I think we’ve got our act 
together now and I think we’ll 
do a better job in the future." 
Mr. Bergquist said. 

The U.N. mission in Somalia 
and the World Health Orga- 
nisation. UNICEF, the Inter- 
national Red Cross and other 
aid groups have mobilised to 
combat the disease. Mr. Berg- 
quist said. 



Clinton stars in 
anti-violence ads 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Bill 
Clinton the president and Bill 
Clinton the parent ur.veiled a 
series of public service 
announcements for radio and 
TV in which he urges Amer- 
icans to do more to fight vio- 
lent crime. But he did not take 
a stand on whether television 
should cut back on violence. 
“As a parent. I want this vio- 
lence to stop. As your presi- 
dent. I'm committed to ending 
it," Mr. Clinton says in the 
ads. One TV spot begins with 
14-year-old Alicia Brown, a 
Washington, D.C.. eighth- 
grader who tells viewers that a g 
fun-filled Friday night turned 
to tragedy when her friend was 
shot to dearh. Mr. Clinton, 
standing with his hands on her 
shoulders, tells viewers: “Un- 
fortunately, Alicia’s story' is all 
too common. ...Wc must give 
Alicia, and all our children, 
back their childhood." Five 
friends of Alicia had been kil- 
led at the time of the filming. 
She was leaving Thursday's 
announcement early to attend 
a funeral for a sixth friend. 
“Guns have been a part of my \ 
life since the age of 12," the 
youngster said at Thursday's 
unveiling ceremony. “I know * 
how important it is for me to 
be here, because last week my s 
classmate was shot down. ) 
...We need to stop seeing our \ 
friends killed. This isn't make \ 
believe. This is real." Mr. Clin- > 
ton, whose daughter Chelsea is - 
14, spoke after Alicia and told j 
a crowd in the old executive 3 
office building: “I can tell you . . 
as the father of a teenager. ^ 
every teenager in the country \ 
talks about this issue at home j 
at night, discusses it over the jj 
dinner table, is concerned ab- i 
out it, worries about whether | 
they're going to have friends 
that are going to fall victim to ^ . 
crime." | 

Akihito to visit ? 

U.S. in June | 

TOKYO (R) — Japan f 
announced Friday that Emper- • 
or Akibito and Empress Michi- : 
ko would visit the United £ 
States in June but there was no ■ 
official word on reports Pearl 1 
Harbour would be on the ■ 
itinerary. The emperor’s two- 
week visit would begin on June 
10 but details had not been 
finalised, the Foreign Ministry 
said. “I am certain that his trip ‘ 
will strengthen our traditional ! 
wide-ranging friendship with I 
the United States..." Prime • 
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa 
said in a statement. “I find this 
a joyous event and I am sure 
our fellow citizens agree." It [ 
will be the first imperial trip to ( 
the United States since Emper- , 
or Hirohito, Japan’s monarch ? 
during World War II, went \ 
there in 1975. The daily * 
Yomiuri Shimbun reported * 
Monday that Emperor Akihi- i 
to. Emperor Hirohito's son. | 
would take the highly symbolic^" 
step of visiting the U.S. navai% 
base at Pearl Harbour — rarger | 
•of the Japanese surprise attack 5 
on Dec. 7, 1941 which ignited I 
the Pacific War. f 

Greece announces I 
new law on * 

entertainment \ 

| 

ATHENS (AP) — Athens had I 
an early night Wednesday as a I 
new law restricting club hours 1 
and the entry of minors went | 
into effect. The law imposed a I 
2:00 a.m. closing time on I 
thousands of clubs, bars and % 
nightclubs throughout the§ 
country and restricts people! 
under 17 from entering without 1 
a parent or guardian. The new § 
hours also apply to restaurants. | 
It replaces previous legislation J 
that allowed places erf enter- 1 
tainment to set their own § 
hours. Although the law res- 1 
tricts entry to minors it does | 
not impose a drinking age. In J 
Greece people of all ages are 1 
allowed to purchase alcohol. J 
Public Order Minister Stelios % 
Papa th erne lis said he drafted | 
the law to cut down on crime? 
and to increase worker produc-i 
tivity, “I think people should? 
have fim during normal hours..! 
I’m leaving at two,” Mr.i 
Papathemelis, a regular chur-, 
chgoer, told reporters while; 
having fun at a nightclub early. 
Thursday. Police reported 3(5. 
infractions of the law early’ 
Thursday and one case of an 
unescorted minor in the? 
Athens area. Athens and Salo. - 
nica. Greece’s second larges! 
dty, were known to have three 
rash hours before the new lav 
went into effect. The early anc 
afternoon rush hours plus ; 
third just after dubs closer 
before dawn. The law hrf 
drawn negative reaction mostll 
from nightclub owners.. Thf 
owners claim the law is unco J 
stitutiooal and said they wit 
fight-itm the courts.. f 
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